VOLUME 77 Suppl. 1 JULY 2022 ELSEVIER

JOURNAL
OF HEPATOLOGY

The Home of Liver Research

THE

oo
Savour science ’roge’rher again | |
ILC2022 P AR

LONDON

easl.eu/ilc2022




JOURNAL
OF HEPATOLOGY

The Home of Liver Research

CO-EDITORS

Vlad Ratziu, France | Bruno Sangro, Spain |
Frank Tacke, Germany | Stefan Zeuzem, Germany

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Paolo Angeli, Italy

DEPUTY EDITOR

Patrizia Burra, Italy

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Alcohol and Drug-Related Liver Diseases
Einar S. Bjornsson, Iceland
Alexandre Louvet, France

Cholestasis and Autoimmune Diseases
Tom H. Karlsen, Norway
Ulrich Beuers, Netherlands

Complications of Cirrhosis and Liver Failure

Paolo Caraceni, Italy
Javier Fernandez, Spain
Constantine Karvellas, Canada

Disease Burden and Public Health
Gregory Dore, Australia

Genetics
Matias Avila, Spain

Gut-Liver Axis
Bernd Schnabl, USA
Jonel Trebicka, Germany

Hepatic and Biliary Cancer
Jesper Andersen, Denmark
John Bridgewater, UK
Stephen L. Chan, Hong Kong
Jean-Charles Nault, France
Maria Reig, Spain

Imaging and Non-Invasive Tests
Annalisa Berzigotti, Switzerland

Rita Golfieri, Italy

Maxime Ronot, France
Immunology

Barbara Rehermann, USA

Liver Fibrosis
Massimo Pinzani, UK

Liver Surgery and Transplantation
Pierre-Alain Clavien, Switzerland
Julie K. Heimbach, USA
Francesco P. Russo, Italy

NAFLD

Quentin Anstee, UK
Elisabetta Bugianesi, Italy
Jacob George, Australia
Wajahat Mehal, USA

Pathology
Christine Sempoux, Switzerland

Statistics, A.l. and Modelling Outcomes
Anna Chiara Frigo, ltaly
Raphaél Porcher, France

Vascular Liver Diseases
Jordi Gracia-Sancho, Spain

Viral Hepatitis

Thomas Baumert, France

Maria Buti, Spain

Markus Cornberg, Germany
Edward John Gane, New Zealand
Man Fung Yuen, Hong Kong

Consultants
Julius Chapiro, USA
Peter Jepsen, Denmark

Reviews
Michael Trauner, Austria

SPECIAL SECTION EDITORS

Snapshot
Sara Montagnese, Italy
Alexander Ploss, USA

Website/Social Media
Jesus Banales, Spain
Eliott B. Tapper, USA

EDITORIAL BOARD

Alcohol and Drug-Related Liver Diseases
Raul Andrade, Spain

Michael R. Lucey, USA

Philippe Mathurin, France

Laura E. Nagy, USA

Georges-Philippe Pageaux, France

Mark R. Thursz, UK

Basic Science

Javier Cubero, Spain

José Fernandez-Checa, Spain
Chandrashekar Gandhi, USA
Mathias Heikenwalder, Germany
Irene Ng, China

Cecilia Rodrigues, Portugal
Detlef Schuppan, Germany

Cholestatic and Autoimmune Diseases
Martti Farkkila, Finland

Michael Heneghan, UK

Gideon Hirschfield, Canada

Pietro Invernizzi, Italy

Verena Keitel, Germany

Ansgar Lohse, Germany

Xiong Ma, China

Aldo J. Montano-Loza, Canada
Atsushi Tanaka, Japan

Complications of Cirrhosis and Liver Failure

Juan G. Abraldes, Canada
Banwari Agarwal, UK
Jasmohan S. Bajaj, USA
William Bernal, UK

Andrés Cérdenas, Spain
Claire Francoz, France
Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao, USA
Pere Ginés, Spain

Thierry Gustot, Belgium

Wim Laleman, Belgium
Mattias Mandorfer, Austria
Sebastian Marciano, Argentina
Salvatore Piano, Italy

Shiv K. Sarin, India

Puneeta Tandon, Canada
Reiner Wiest, Switzerland

Epidemiology/Public Health
Jeffrey Lazarus, Spain
Uwe Siebert, Austria

Genetics
Frank Lammert, Germany
Stefano Romeo, Sweden

Gut-Liver Axis
Sofia Forslund, Germany
Aleksander Krag, Denmark

Hepatic and Biliary Cancer
Ann-Lii Cheng, Taiwan
Laura Dawson, Canada
Peter R. Galle, Germany
Tim Greten, USA

Chiun Hsu, Taiwan

Katie Kelley, USA

Josep Llovet, USA

Tom Luedde, Germany
Tim Meyer, UK

Pierre Nahon, France
Hayato Nakagawa, Japan
Lorenza Rimassa, Italy

Vincenzo Mazzaferro, Italy
Rajender K. Reddy, USA
Alberto Sanchez-Fueyo, UK
Gonzalo Sapisochin, Canada
Christian Toso, Switzerland

NAFLD

Leon Adams, Australia
Guruprasad Aithal, UK
Helena Cortez-Pinto, Portugal
Henning Grenbaek, Denmark
Rohit Loomba, USA

Giulio Marchesini, Italy

Philip N. Newsome, UK
Elizabeth E. Powell, Australia
Manuel Romero-Gémez, Spain
Arun Sanyal, USA

Jorn Schattenberg, Germany
Giovanni Targher, Italy

Luca Valenti, Italy

Grace Wong, Hong Kong
Vincent Wong, Hong Kong
Shira Zelber-Sagi, Israel

Non-invasive Diagnoses and Imaging
Jéréme Boursier, France
Laurent Castera, France
Thierry de Baere, France

Jinsil Seong, Republic of Korea
Beicheng Sun, China

Richard (Dick) L. Ehman, USA
Salvatore Petta, Italy

Juan Valle, UK Jordi Rimola, Spain
Immunology Riad Salem, USA
Mala Maini, UK

Elsa Sola, Spain

Liver Fibrosis

Scott Friedman, USA
Tatiana Kisseleva, USA
Isabelle Leclercq, Belgium
Robert E. Schwartz, USA
Thierry Tordjmann, France
Holger Willenbring, USA

Pathology

Karoline Lackner, Austria
Valerie Paradis, France
Peter Schirmacher, Germany
Dina Tiniakos, UK

Achim Weber, Switzerland

Pediatrics
Emmanuel Jacquemin, France
Pietro Vajro, Italy

Liver Surgery and Transplantation
Martina Gambato, Italy
Giacomo Germani, Italy

Statistics, A.l. and Modeling Outcomes
Alex Amoros, Spain
Calogero Camma, Italy

Elisabet Garcia, Spain
Jeremie Guedj, France

Vascular Liver Diseases

Yasuko Iwakiri, USA

Vincenzo La Mura, Italy
Pierre-Emmanuel Rautou, France

Viral Hepatitis

Alessio Aghemo, Italy

Sandra Ciesek, Germany
James Fung, Hong Kong
Jason Grebely, Australia

Ira Jacobson, USA

Patrick Kennedy, UK

Pietro Lampertico, Italy

Darius Moradpour, Switzerland
Jean-Michel Pawlotsky, France
Thomas Pietschmann, Germany
Charles Rice, USA

Jian Sun, China

Robert Thimme, Germany
Stephan Urban, Germany
Heiner Wedemeyer, Germany
Fabien Zoulim, France

EDITORS EMERITUS

Dame Sheila Sherlockt, Founding
Editor, UK (1985-1989)

Jean-Pierre Benhamout, France (1990-1994)
Gustav Paumgartner, Germany (1995-1999)

Juan Rodést, Spain (2000-2004)
Massimo Colombo, Italy (2005-2009)
Didier Samuel, France (2010-2014)
Rajiv Jalan, UK (2015-2019)

EDITORIAL OFFICE
Manager

Joél Walicki

Coordinators

Jiyeong Adams

Duncan Anderson
Assistant

Kristina Jajcevic

Scientific lllustrator

Pablo Echeverria

EASL GOVERNING BOARD

SECRETARY GENERAL
Thomas Berg, Germany

VICE SECRETARY
Aleksander A. Krag, Denmark
TREASURER

Francesco Negro, Switzerland

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Tobias Bottler, Germany
Virginia Hernandez-Gea, Spain
Jean-Charles Nault, France
Emmanouil Tsochatzis, UK
Luca Valenti, Italy

Saskia van Mil, Netherlands

EDUCATIONAL COUNCILLOR
Ulrich Beuers, Netherlands

EU POLICY COUNCILLOR
Maria Buti, Spain

EASL Office

Journal of Hepatology Editorial Office
7 rue Daubin

1203 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel.: +41 (0) 22 807 0363

E-mail: jhepatology@easloffice.eu




Application for EASL Membership can be done at https://easl.eu/community/join-the-community/
© 2022 European Association for the Study of the Liver. Published by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

This journal and the individual contributions contained in it are protected under copyright, and the following terms and conditions apply to their use in
addition to the terms of any Creative Commons or other user license that has been applied by the publisher and the European Association for the Study of the
Liver to an individual article:

Photocopying: Single photocopies of single articles may be made for personal use as allowed by national copyright laws. Permission is not required for
photocopying of articles published under the CC BY license nor for photocopying for non-commercial purposes in accordance with any other user license
applied by the publisher and the European Association for the Study of the Liver. Permission of the publisher and the European Association for the Study of the
Liver and payment of a fee is required for all other photocopying, including multiple or systematic copying, copying for advertising or promotional purposes,
resale, and all forms of document delivery. Special rates are available for educational institutions that wish to make photocopies for non-profit educational
classroom use.

Derivative Works: Users may reproduce tables of contents or prepare lists of articles including abstracts for internal circulation within their institutions or
companies. Other than for articles published under the CC BY license, permission of the publisher and the European Association for the Study of the Liver
is required for resale or distribution outside the subscribing institution or company. For any subscribed articles or articles published under a CC BY-NC-ND
license, permission of the publisher and the European Association for the Study of the Liver is required for all other derivative works, including compilations
and translations.

Storage or Usage: Except as outlined above or as set out in the relevant user license, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written permission of the publisher
and the European Association for the Study of the Liver.

Permissions: For information on how to seek permission visit www.elsevier.com/permissions.

Author rights: Author(s) may have additional rights in their articles as set out in their agreement with the publisher and the European Association for the
Study of the Liver (more information at http://www.elsevier.com/authorsrights).

Notice: Practitioners and researchers must always rely on their own experience and knowledge in evaluating and using any information, methods, compounds
or experiments described herein. Because of rapid advances in the medical sciences, in particular, independent verification of diagnoses and drug dosages
should be made. To the fullest extent of the law, no responsibility is assumed by the publisher or the European Association for the Study of the Liver for any
injury and/or damage to persons or property as a matter of products liability, negligence or otherwise, or from any use or operation of any methods, products,
instructions or ideas contained in the material herein.

Although all advertising material is expected to conform to ethical (medical) standards, inclusion in this publication does not constitute a guarantee or
endorsement of the quality or value of such product or of the claims made of it by its manufacturer.

Publication information: Journal of Hepatology (ISSN 0168-8278). For 2022, volumes 76 and 77 are scheduled for publication. Subscription prices are available
upon request from the Publisher or from the Elsevier Customer Service Department nearest you or from this journal’s website (http://www.elsevier.com/
locate/jhep). Further information is available on this journal and other Elsevier products through Elsevier’s website: (http://www.elsevier.com). Subscriptions
are accepted on a prepaid basis only and are entered on a calendar year basis. Issues are sent by standard mail (surface within Europe, air delivery outside
Europe). Priority rates are available upon request. Claims for missing issues should be made within six months of the date of dispatch.

Orders, claims, and journal enquiries: Please visit our Support Hub page https://service.elsevier.com for assistance.

Advertising information: Advertising orders and enquiries can be sent to: USA, Canada and South America: Elsevier Inc., 360 Park Avenue, Suite 800, New
York, NY 10169-0901, USA; phone: (+1) (212) 989 5800. Europe and ROW: Robert Bayliss, Pharma Solutions, Elsevier Ltd., 125 London Wall, London EC2Y 5AS,
UK; phone: (+44) 207 424 4454; e-mail: r.bayliss@elsevier.com.

Author enquiries: You can track your submitted article at http://www.elsevier.com/track-submission. You can track your accepted article at http://www.
elsevier.com/trackarticle. You are also welcome to contact Customer Support via http://service.elsevier.com.

Funding body agreements and policies: Elsevier has established agreements and developed policies to allow authors whose articles appear in journals
published by Elsevier, to comply with potential manuscript archiving requirements as specified as conditions of their grant awards. To learn more about
existing agreements and policies please visit http://www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies.

Special regulations for authors: Upon acceptance of an article by the journal, the author(s) will be asked to transfer copyright of the article to EASL. Transfer
will ensure the widest possible dissemination of information.

USA mailing netice: Journal of Hepatology, ISSN 0168-8278 (USPS 11087) is published monthly by Elsevier B.V. Radarweg 29, 1043 NX Amsterdam, the
Netherlands. Airfreight and mailing in the USA by agent named World Container Inc, 150-15, 183rd Street, Jamaica, NY 11413, USA. Periodicals postage paid at
Brooklyn, NY 11256.

US Postmaster: Send address changes to Journal of Hepatology, World Container Inc, 150-15, 183rd Street, Jamaica, NY 11413, USA.
Subscription records are maintained at Elsevier B.V. Radarweg 29, 1043 NX Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

Air Business Ltd is acting as our mailing agent.

@ The paper used in this publication meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992 (Permanence of Paper).

Printed by Henry Ling Ltd., Dorchester, UK



Join our dynamic &
forward-thinking community

+ Best education
+ Journal of Hepatology =
+ Best research (=] 452 o]

+ JHEP Reports

+ Reduced fees for events =



5.2
()

%0 EASL"| o~ easlcampus.eu
Open-access elLearning

anytime, anywhere

2,000+ resources available
21 CME-accredited courses

e 19 CPG slide decks ¢ 4,100 ePosters
e 20,300 registered users ¢ 2,200 webcasts




Every Wednesday
18:00 CET

+ JHEP Live
+ Yls Choice
+ Nurses & “" Jls Focus
+ and more. 20

e



JOURNAL OF HEPATOLOGY

VOLUME 77, SUPPLEMENT 1, PAGES S1-S1080

Abstracts of The International Liver Congress™ 2022
22-26 June 2022, London, United Kingdom

Publication of this Abstract supplement was supported by the European Association for the Study of the Liver (EASL)

ELSEVIER



RNAL 5
‘(l)cl)=UHEPATO LOGY %PEASL

The Home of Liver Research

' Submit your
+ Premium hepatology journal

article now
' itorial team
rnational Editoria .
. Ilgctzleby Prof. Paolo Angeli

Bl
+ 2020 Impact Factor: 25.1 5

Effect of Sarcopenia on
Non—invasive evaluation of 'eésponse to OcA in patients With NASH
MG53 prevents hepatocyte ce

in‘acute liver failyre
Tertiary lymphoid Structures Predict patient out

Survival of Patients with Cirrhosis

come in CCA



JOURNAL OF HEPATOLOGY

VOLUME 77, SUPPLEMENT 1, PAGES S1-S1080

CONTENTS

Oral Presentations

(€101 1< Y1 o) N (OO PP PPRPR S1
(€101 1 1IN o) | OO PP P PP S5
B L 2 YY) P PP PPRPP S10
Hepatitis C: Clinical aSpects and thETADY  ...viuiiniitiitiit ittt ettt et et et ettt et et et et et e e e e e e s e e e s e s eaeasesesaneaaaeaneanenes S15
Cirrhosis and its complications: Other clinical complications except ACLF and critical illness — ........cccoeviieiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeans, S18
Non-invasive assessment of liver disease eXCePt NAFLD  ......iuiuiiiitititiiiet et e e et et e e e e et e e et e et e e e eaaeaenaanens S22
Immune-mediated and cholestatic: Experimental and pathophysiology — .....c.iviiiiiiiii e e S26
Non-invasive assessment/treatment and liver related outcomes in NAFLD/ALD  ....iuuiuininiiiietit et ee e e eeeae e e enans S29
ALCONONIC LIVET ISASE ..etiit ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt e e et e e e e ettt e et et ettt eaens S33
31001 (PP P PP S36
NAFLD: Clinical aSpects @XCePE theIADY ouintiniiiiit ittt e ettt et et et e et et e e et e e e e et e e e s e e s e s e e aseaeneaneaaaseneanenes S39
Viral hepatitis @liMINatiOon  .....oieiei ittt ettt ettt e e e et e et et e e e et et e et et et n et e aaaans S42
Primary Liver Cancer: Experimental and pathophySiOlOZY — ...cuiniiiiieiiii e e e et e e e e e e e e aenens S45
Cirrhosis and its complications: ACLF and Critical IlINeSS  ....i.iiuiirieiit ittt et ettt e et eanenns S48
BN SS o (L 100 To) (oo A PP S53
Rare liver diseases (including paediatric and ZENETIC)  .....iitiniiniitii i i ettt et e e S58
INUISES AN AH P oo e e ettt ettt S63
Gut microbiota in liver disease and [iVer TEZENETAtION .......i.eieiitit ettt et ee e et et et et et et e e e e e e ea e e asaseeaneaaeneaneananes S65
Hepatitis B @Merging therapies  ..o.iniiititiii ittt et et e e et e et et et e e e et e et e e e e et ea et e e et e e e et aaaas S69
NAFLD: Diagnostics and NON-iNVASiVe aSSESSITIEIIE  .....uuiuiesensintet et et et et ensene s ensene s esensaseseseaeasesenraresensaseasenseneanenss S73
Liver tumours: Clinical aSpects eXCEPt tNeIaADY  .iuiiniitiitiit it et e et e et et e e et e e e et e e e e e e e e s e e eea e aaeneeeanans S75
PUDLIC Ealt oo e e S80
Molecular and CellUIAr DIOLOZY  ....vitie it ettt et et et et e e et et et et e ettt e e ettt aaa e S83
LAY 3510 0 13 )= )2 S86
Cirrhosis and its complications: Portal HYPeIrtenSION  .......iuiuiiititititie et et e e ettt et e e e et e e et e e aa s e e e aeaseraneanans S89
Immune-mediated and cholestatic disease: ClINICAl @SPECES  ....uirintiniit it ettt et e e et et ee e ere e e eeananns S93

VA B 1 T L L R o ] el 1<) Lo PPt S97



|3 (0T a L R 5 2 U1 Y e 1] <o PPt S100

Cirrhosis and its complications: Experimental and pathophysiology  ......oiiiiiiiii e e S103
LIVeT TUMOUTS: TROIADY onttiitit ittt ettt ettt ettt et ettt e et et et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e ee e e e s e e e e e e s e e e s aa e e aneeaanseneananes S107
NAFLD: Experimental and pathophySIOIO8Y  .....uiriniit i et et et et et et e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e aa e e e ananes S111
Liver transplantation and Acute liver failure: CliNICAl @SPECES  1.iuineiriritii et e e e e e e e e ee e e e et eaneanans S114

Poster Presentations

ALCONOIIC LIVET ISEASE ..ttt et ettt e e ettt e e e et e e e ettt e e ettt eaens S119
NAFLD: Clinical aSPeCtS @XCOPE LNOIADY  1.viutitintint ettt et et et et et e e et et et e e e e e e et e s e e et e es e e e s e s e e enseaeaseseneaneanasaneanenes S144
Gut microbiota and HVET diSEASE  .....euiuin ettt ettt et et S173
050 100 T ] o S183
| o) el 5 (< 1L R OO P PP S200
Viral hepatitis A/E: CHNICAL @SPECES  ..vuuininiiit ettt ettt et ettt et et et ettt et et e et a et e e e et ea et ea et e et eaea e e e e et eaenaeasarenananens S269
Viral hepatitis B/D: Clinical aspects eXCePt theIapy  ....iviiritiit ittt et ettt et ettt et e e e e e e e et ae e eneaseneenaanens S271
Immune-mediated and cholestatic disease: ClINICAl @SPECES  ..i.uintiriirit ittt ettt ettt e et e e e e e s e e e e ere e eneeneaaanns S305
Cirrhosis and its complications: ACLF and Critical IlINeSS  ....i.iiniiritiii ittt e et e et et e e e e e eeaeeananns S339
Cirrhosis and its complications: Experimental and pathophysiology — ......oiuiiiiiii e e S358
LIVET tUMOUTS: TRHEIADY . uinintitititiiet it ettt e e e ettt et e e e et et et et e e ee e et e e et e s e e e e e e e e e ea e e e e s ea et en e e e et eae e et eaanananens S372
Acute liver failure and drug induced LIVET INJUIY  ..o.iniiiiei e e et e et e e et e et e et et et e e e e et e e e e e eaenananens S$389
NAFLD: Diagnostics and NON-INVASIVE ASSESSITIEIT  ......iuuiutiritentettatet et atees et et teteseneaneasensensesesenseneareseneaseneensaneananss S409
1) 0 (PP PP 5463
Non-invasive assessment of liver disease eXCePt NAFLD ...ttt et et et e e et e e et et e ene e anaaneaaans $495
Nurses and Allied Health Professionals  ......o.oeuiei e e ettt e ettt e e e ettt e e e e e e e enens S509
Rare liver diseases (including paediatric and ZENETIC)  .....iiriniiniit it ittt et et e e e et S513
Viral hepatitis C: Clinical aspects eXCePt theIaPY  ...viniiriiriit it it ettt ettt et ettt et ettt e et e ee e e reareneeneanans S541
Viral Hepatitis C: Post SVR and 1ong term fOllOW UD  ...uiiiiiiiiii i ettt et e ettt ee e easeneenenens S561
Viral hepatitis C: Therapy and FeSISTANCE  .....iuiitintit it ettt et ettt ettt ettt et et e e et e s et et e s e s e s aseseeaneasesaneaseasensaneasans S579
Immune-mediated and cholestatic: Experimental and pathophysiology  ......c.iiiiiiiiii e S$599
Cirrhosis and its complications: Portal HYPertenSION  ........i.iiuiiritiiit ettt et e et et et e e e e e e e e e e e e tea e e aneaaanaaneananes S608
Liver tumours: Experimental and pathophySiOlOZY  .....o.iiuieiiiit e et et e e e et et eaaaas S636
NAFLD: Experimental and pathopRYSIOlOZY  ...c.vuieiiiiii et e ettt et e e et e et et et ettt aaaas S665
a2 B T N <) = ) PP S713
Liver development, physiology and regeneration  ........i.iiuieiiniit ettt ittt et et et e et et et et e s e e aaeseaeareaseeareaaaasaeanenes S734
Molecular and CellUIAr DIOLOZY  ....vitii ittt et ettt et e e et e et et et e ettt a ettt aa et S745
Liver transplantation and hepatobiliary surgery: CliniCal @SPECES  .iuuiuiirieit i e et e et e et et e e e e aaenaaeananes S767
Liver transplantation and hepatobiliary surgery: Experimental and pathophysiology — .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiii s S818
A W (o T N 37 DR 1 1<) = 0 )PP S823

Cirrhosis and its complications: Other clinical complications except ACLF and critical illness — .........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieenens S882



Liver tumours: Clinical aspects eXCePt tREIADY  ..viuininiiit et ettt et et e et e et et et e et e e e e e e eeanens S912

AUTNOT IAOX oo e e et $940
Disclosures: no commercial relationSNIPS ... i i e eaaan 51021
Disclosures: commercial relationSIDPS ... e S1065
T 1 PO P PPt S1080

Registration of Clinical Trials

The Journal of Hepatology endorses the policy of the WHO and the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors ICMJE) on the
registration of clinical trials. Therefore, any trial that starts recruiting on or after July 1, 2005 should be registered in a publicly owned,
publicly accessible registry and should satisfy a minimal standard dataset. Trials that started recruiting before that date will be considered
for publication if registered before September 13, 2005.

More detailed information regarding clinical trials and registration can be found in New Engl J Med 2004; 351:1250-1251 and New Engl J
Med 2005; 352:2437-2438.

Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

ScienceDirect

for online access via your library
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Expected Impact

More than 10 million people suffer fromm decompensated cirrhosis worldwide.

Effective treatment of ACLF is an urgent and unmet need.

A-TANGO performs Phase Il clinical studies of G-TAK, a novel and innovative therapeutic
strategy that aims to reduce inflammation and improve hepatocyte proliferation.
A-TANGO also strives to identify reliable biomarkers for better patient stratification and

increased survival.
project duration grant amount 8 countries kick-off
5.0 years 6.0 million € 14 institutions 1st March 2021

www.a-tango.eu

info@atango.eu
(=]} [=]
i
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The objective of DECISION is to better understand the pathophysiology of decompensated
cirrhosis leading to acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF) or death. This consortium will
take advantage of already existing large and clinically well-characterised patient cohorts to
develop reliable prognostic and response tests and combinatorial therapies tailored to the
needs of individual patients to decrease the risk of short-term death.

Pathophysiologic elucidation of acute decompensated cirrhosis at the systems level
(genetics, epigenetics, transcriptomics, metabolomics, lipidomics, miR, and analysis
of extracellular vesicles)

Integration of existing clinical data and new multi-omics data from 2,200 patients
with more than 8,600 measurements

® Development of new combinatorial therapies

@ Optimization of therapies using existing and new animal models

@ Development of novel and robust tests for prediction of outcome following traditional treatment

versus response to new therapies

@ Phase Il clinical trials to test new combination therapies

@ Creation of new guidelines for outcome prediction and personalized treatment of acute

decompensated cirrhosis to prevent ACLF to death
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L|TMUS

Liver Investigation: Testing Marker Utility in Steatohepatitis

e 54 partners
¢ 14 countries for clinical recruitment
e True public-private co-funding model

The overarching aim of LITMUS is to develop, robustly
validate and advance towards regulatory qualification
biomarkers that diagnose, risk stratify and/or monitor
NAFLD/NASH progression and fibrosis stage.

litmus-project.eu
Imi.europa.eu

The LITMUS project has received funding from the
Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 Joint Undertaking
under grant agreement No. 777377. This Joint Under-

Perspectumis taking receives support from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme
and EFPIA.



Screening for liver fibrosis
population-based study
across European Countries

A project that will change the paradigm
of diagnosis of chronic liver diseases

AlIM:

To assess the prevalence of liver fibrosis in the general population
using Transient Elastography, with the objective of establishing
criteria for screening for liver fibrosis in the population.
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MICROBiome-based biomarkers
to PREDICT decompensation of
liver cirrhosis and treatment response

will investigate
the human microbiome to identify predictors and mechanisms associated with the
development of decompensation of cirrhosis and progression to
acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF) and death.

- New microbiome-based tests for better stratification of cirrhosis patients
-> Personalized prediction and prevention of decompensation and ACLF
-> Clinical trial to predict response to treatment
- Modern, effective nanobiosensors as clinical tools with improved specificity
- More personalized treatment B

. . & EFCIif
-> Increased survival times L -
> Decreased costs for the health systems
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Hepatitis C: Clinical aspects and therapy
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Background and aims: Over the last two decades, a persistent
epidemic of acute Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infections has been
observed in HIV-positive men who have sex with men (MSM) in
several metropolitan areas worldwide. In this study, epidemiological
and clinical parameters as well as phylogenetic analyses were
conducted to characterize HCV transmission among MSM.

Method: This prospective observational study analysed clinical and
epidemiological parameters of patients with confirmed acute HCV
infection between 2009 and 2019 from 3 centers in Frankfurt. NS5B
population-based sequencing was performed at the time of diagnosis
to determine HCV genotype (GT) and for phylogenetic analyses.
Results: A total of n=161 patients diagnosed with acute HCV-
infection were included in the study, of whom n=140 (87%) were
HIV-positive and n =145 (90%) were MSM. We observed a different
distribution of HCV genotypes over time. In the first eight years, HCV
GT1a was most common (58-100%) but decreased to 30% in 2018. In
contrast, the proportion of GT4d cases increased. While no GT4d
cases were diagnosed in 2013, the proportion rose to 40% in 2019.
There was a slight trend towards more GT3a cases in 2018 and 2019,
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while for GT1b and GT2 only individual cases were detected between
2009 and 2014. MSM were mainly infected with HCV GT1a (82%, 115/
140) or GT4d (16%, 23/140 with sequencing data available). In
contrast, HCV GT were almost equally distributed in non-MSM
patients. Here, 36% were infected with HCV GT1a, 21% each with GT1b
or GT3a and 16% had GT2. Phylogenetic analyses in NS5B showed a
diverse sequence pattern in patients with HCV GT1b and GT3a. In
contrast, HCV strains among MSM infected with HCV GT1a and 4d
were more closely related. Based on the comparison of HCV GT or
NS5B sequences, 24 patients (15%) were diagnosed with an HCV
reinfection. The incidence rate in MSM for a first HCV infection
declined in the period between 2017 and 2019 (3.6/1000PY)
compared to the DAA era between 2013 and 2017 (6.8/1000 PY)
and to the interferon era (2008-2013; 10.1/1000 PY). Conversely, the
incidence of HCV reinfections among MSM increased slightly from
1.9/100PY to 2.8/100PY over time.

Conclusion: During the last 5 study years the prevalence of GT4
infections increased, while annual acute hepatitis C incidences
decreased. HCV reinfection is an issue of major concern in HIV-
positive MSM and may have implications for HCV elimination.
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Background and aims: Voxilaprevir/velpatasvir/sofosbuvir (VOX/
VEL/SOF) is approved for HCV retreatment of direct-acting antiviral
agents (DAA)-experienced patients. However, real-life data are still
limited. The aim of the study was to analyse the effectiveness of VOX/
VEL/SOF in a real-world setting.

Method: All consecutive patients with HCV retreated with VOX/VEL/
SOF after DAA failure were enrolled in 153 centers in Germany,
Austria, Switzerland and Belgium between May 2015 and November
2020. Sustained virological response (SVR) was defined as undetect-
able HCV RNA 4 (SVR 4) or 12 (SVR12) weeks after the end-of-
treatment.

Results: A total of 416 patients were included: median age was 55
(21-84) years, 79% were male, median HCV RNAwas 383,000 (10-58,
300, 000) IU/ml. HCV genotype (GT) was 1 in 54% (1a in 26%, 1b in
28%), 2 in 1%, 3 in 39% and 4 in 6%. Patients received VOX/VEL/SOF for
12 weeks, ribavirin was added in 4% of treatment schedules. Overall,
365/416 (87.7%) patients by intention to treat analysis and 401/416
(96.4%) by per protocol analysis achieved SVR12, respectively.
Genotype 3a (p=0.008) and hepatocellular carcinoma (p =0.0034)
were the only predictors of a treatment failure. Treatment effective-
ness was not significantly affected by the type of previous DAA
regimen, by liver cirrhosis, HCV GT 1a and baseline HCV-RNA viral
load. Virologic relapse was observed in 20 patients (10% GT1a, 15%
GT1b, 75% in GT3a). The presence of resistance-associated substitu-
tions within NS3, NS5A, and NS5B genes did not impact SVR12 (p =
0.06).

Conclusion: VOX/VEL/SOF is an effective retreatment for patients
with HCV who have failed on a previous DAA course in a real-life
setting. We identified HCV GT 3a and HCC as the main predictors of
VOX/VEL/SOF failure.
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Background and aims: Oral DAA therapy has been available in New
Zealand since mid-2016 for treatment of chronic hepatitis C. Over the
last 5 years, more than 10,000 New Zealanders have been treated
with NS5A inhibitor- based DAA therapy, of whom more than 300
have had virologic failure. Retreatment of patients with confirmed
antiviral resistance requires a triple DAA combination of a polymer-
ase, a protease and an NS5A inhibitor.

Method: In an open-labelled, ethics-approved study, 100 New
Zealanders who had failed DAA therapy with confirmed NS5A
resistance will be retreated with glecaprevir/pibrentasvir (GLE/PIB)
from Feb 2019) plus sofosbuvir for 16 weeks. Patients with
decompensated cirrhosis or hepatocellular carcinoma or post-
transplant are excluded.

Results: To-date, 57 patients have been enrolled in the study. Median
age was 56 years (38-80), 78% were male and 44% had established
cirrhosis. Thirty-five patients had previously failed GLE/PIB, 19 failed
ombitasvir, paritaprevir, dasabuvir, and ritonavir (PrOD) and 1 each
failed grazoprevir/elbasvir (GRZ/ELB), ledipasvir/sofosbuvir (LDV/
SOF) and sofosbuvir/velpatasvir (SOF/VEL). Six patients had failed
multiple regimens. Most frequently detected NS5A resistance-
associated substitutions (RASs) were Y93H (57%), A30K (26%),
Q30 K/H (26%, M28 T[F|V (11%). Multiple NS5A RASs were detected
in 39% patients. Resistance profiles were similar in PrOD and GLE/PIB
failures.

One patient died from opioid overdose during treatment. There were
no other SAEs or AE-related treatment discontinuations. Two other
patients stopped treatment within 4 weeks because of psychosocial
issues, one of whom has started retreatment.

45 patients have completed therapy and 37 have reached the SVR12
timepoint, of whom 36 (98%) are cured (complete SVR results will be
available in early 2022). The only treatment failure to-date was a 53-
year-old noncirrhotic female, previously treated with PrOD.
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Conclusion: Glecaprevir/pibrentasvir plus sofosbuvir for 16 weeks is
a safe and highly effective retreatment regimen for patients who have
previously failed GLE/PIB and other DAA regimens regardless or
cirrhosis status, or NS5A RAS profile. There is no indication for adding
ribavirin.
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Background and aims: Although the number of people living with a
hepatitis C sustained viral response (SVR) has increased dramatically,
mortality rates in this patient group remain poorly understood. Here,
our goal was to assess excess mortality after SVR achievement in the
interferon (IFN)-free era.

Method: We performed data analysis on patients achieving SVR in
the IFN-free era (2014-2018/19) from three population-based cohorts
in Scotland (SC), England (EN), and British Columbia (BC). Patients
were divided into three disease stage groups: no cirrhosis (SC and BC
only); compensated cirrhosis; and end stage liver disease (ESLD).
Age-standardised mortality rates were calculated to take account of
different age/sex structures between cohorts and disease stage
groups. Further, we calculated standardised mortality ratios (SMRs)
to compare the frequency of mortality in SVR patients to the general
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population (GP). We also quantified the proportion of excess death
attributable to: a) death from liver cancer; b) death from liver disease
unrelated to cancer; c) and death from drug-related causes. Finally,
Poisson regression was used to identify factors associated with excess
mortality.

Results: Our analysis included 20, 031 patients, of which 1, 402 (7%)
died during follow-up. Mean follow-up duration was 2.2-3.9 years,
and mean age ranged from 46.3 (SC) to 56.7 (BC). Mortality rates
varied considerably according to disease stage. For example, the age-
standardised mortality rate ranged from 12 to 23, 27-38, and 62-118
deaths per 1000 person-years in non-cirrhosis, compensated
cirrhosis and ESLD patients, respectively. SMRs indicated that all-
cause mortality was 3.4-3.5 times higher than the GP in non-
cirrhosis patients, 4.2-5.9 times higher in compensated cirrhosis
patients, and 8.7-15.3 times higher in ESLD patients. For non-
cirrhosis patients, drug-related causes were responsible for the
greatest proportion of excess death (77% SC; 41% BC). Conversley, for
cirrhosis patients, liver-related causes were the key driver, respon-
sible for 30-95% of excess deaths. In the regression analysis, younger
age, drug use and comorbidities were associated with greater excess
mortality (see Figure).

Conclusion: In the largest study performed to-date, we show that
individuals achieving SVR in the interferon-free era have a consid-
erably higher mortality risk than the GP, driven mainly by drug-
related mortality (in non-cirrhosis patients) and liver-related causes
(in cirrhosis patients).
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Background and aims: The impact of direct-acting antivirals (DAAs)
on extrahepatic complications in chronic hepatitis C (CHC) patients
remains poorly described. We estimated the association of DAAs with
cardiovascular events and extrahepatic cancers.
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Method: The prospective ANRS CO22 HEPATHER cohort was enriched
with individual data until December 2018 from the French National
Health Insurance Database (SNDS), which contains medical informa-
tion regarding ambulatory care and hospital admissions. CHC patients
were enrolled between August 2012 and December 2015 in 32 French
hepatology centers. A total of 8148 CHC adults were selected.
Cardiovascular events (stroke, acute coronary syndrome, pulmonary
embolism, heart failure, arrhythmias and conduction disorders [ACD],
peripheral arterial disease [PAD]) and cancers (colorectal, bladder,
prostate, kidney, lung, pancreas, thyroid, head/neck, breast) were
derived from the SNDS. Associations between DAAs and extrahepatic
events were estimated using marginal structural models, with
adjustments for clinical confounders and medications.

Adjusted hazard ratios
associated with DAAs

Outcomes (95% Confidence Interval)

Total population (n =8148)

Acute stroke

Acute coronary syndrome

Acute pulmonary embolism

Acute heart failure

Arrhythmias and conduction disorders
Peripheral arterial disease

Major cardiovascular events

Any cardiovascular event

Any extrahepatic solid cancer

Patients with advanced fibrosis (n =3586)
Acute stroke

Acute coronary syndrome

Acute pulmonary embolism

Acute heart failure

Arrhythmias and conduction disorders
Peripheral arterial disease

Major cardiovascular events

Any cardiovascular events

1.30 (0.82, 2.08)
1.00 (0.63, 1.60)
210 (0.64, 6.85)
115 (0.74, 1.78)

1.46 (1.04, 2.04)
0.54 (0.33, 0.89)
1.03 (0.81,1.31)
1.10 (0.90, 1.36)

1.23 (0.50, 3.03)

0.58 (0.29, 1.18)
0.59 (0.29, 1.19)
0.79 (0.16, 3.97)
0.47 (0.27,0.81)

0.36 (0.17,0.73)
0.50 (0.36, 0.71)
0.58 (0.42, 0.79)

(
(
(
(
1.02 (0.57, 1.84)
(
(
(
(

Any extrahepatic solid cancer® 0.39 (0.09, 1.71)

Results: Analyses of 12 905 person-years (PY) of no DAA exposure
and 22 326 PY following DAA exposure showed a reduced risk of PAD
after DAAs (HR, 0.54; 95% (I, 0.33 to 0.89), a beneficial effect of DAAs
on overall cardiovascular outcomes in patients with advanced fibrosis
(aHR, 0.58; 95% CI, 0.42 to 0.79), and an increased risk of ACD (hazard
ratio [HR], 1.46; 95% CI, 1.04 to 2.04) predominant after the first year
following DAA initiation. There was no association between DAAs and
extrahepatic cancer (HR, 1.23; 95% CI, 0.50 to 3.03).

Conclusion: DAAs were associated with a decreased risk of
cardiovascular outcomes in patients with advanced fibrosis, a
decreased risk of PAD regardless of the fibrosis stage, and an
increased risk of ACD, supporting long-term cardiac monitoring
after DAA therapy. DAAs were not associated with extrahepatic cancer
development or reduction.

Cirrhosis and its complications: Other clinical
complications except ACLF and critical illness
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Background and aims: Etiologic treatment reduces the risk of
decompensation and mortality in compensated cirrhosis. However,
in the setting of decompensated cirrhosis the impact of etiologic
treatment is less predictable, in particular in patients with ascites,
who remain at high risk of developing further decompensating
events and death. The aim of the study was to evaluate the impact of
etiological treatment in decompensated patients with cirrhosis and
ascites as the single index decompensating event. The end points
were the occurrence of further decompensation (i.e. refractory
ascites, spontaneous bacterial peritonitis [SBP], hepatorenal syn-
drome [HRS-AKI], variceal bleeding [VB] and hepatic encephalopathy
[HE]) and mortality.

Method: Cirrhotic patients with ascites as single first decompensa-
tion event at the University Hospital of Padova or the Vienna General
Hospital between 2003-2021 were included and followed until
death, liver transplantation or September 2021. The etiology was
considered as “cured” in case of removal of the primary etiological
factor (e.g. HCV: virological cure, HBV: virological suppression, ALD:
alcohol abstinence) and as “controlled” in case of partial removal of
etiologic factor (e.g. HBV: partial suppression of HBV-DNA, ALD:
mostly abstinent but with drinking episodes).

Results: We included 622 patients (mean age: 57 £ 11 years, male
68%, mean MELD 15 * 6), the most common etiology were ALD (59%)
and HCV (23%). Etiology was “cured” in 146 patients (24%),
“controlled” in 170 (27%) and uncontrolled in 306 (49%). During a
median follow-up of 33months, 350 patients (56%) developed further
decompensation (33%refractory ascites, 29% HE, 17% SBP, 13% HRS-
AKI, 9% VB). The incidence of further decompensation at 5 years was
significantly lower in patients with “cured” vs “controlled” vs
uncontrolled etiology (38% vs 64% vs 72%, respectively; p <0.001;
Fig. 1A). In multivariable analysis (adjusted for age, varices, etiology,
Child Pugh class, creatinine and sodium), “cured” (aHR=0.52; p<
0.001) and “controlled” etiology (aHR =0.60; p <0.001) were both
independently associated with a lower risk of further decompensa-
tion. Considering response to etiological treatment as time-depend-
ent covariates, 5-year cumulative incidence of survival was
significantly higher in patients with cured vs controlled vs uncon-
trolled etiology (83% vs 58% vs40%, respectively; p < 0.001; Fig. 1B). In
multivariable analysis, etiological cure (aHR=0.35, p<0.001) and
controlled etiology (aHR=0.61, p=0.003) were independently
associated with lower mortality.
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Conclusion: In cirrhotic patients with ascites as single first decom-
pensating event, the cure or control of etiology of liver disease
reduces the risk of further decompensations and mortality.
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Background and aims: Decompensated chronic liver disease (DCLD)
is associated with poor outcomes, but no global study has addressed
this after hospitalization. We prospectively evaluated non-elective
hospitalized patients with DCLD to determine disease profile,
predictors of readmission and 30 days mortality post discharge
following index hospital admission under “Chronic Liver disease
Evolution And Registry for Events and Decompensation (CLEARED)
consortium.

Method: Data were prospectively collected from 49 centres from 6
continents of non-elective admissions in DCLD patients with or
without cirrhosis, aged >18 years. We performed an interim analysis
to predict readmission and mortality within 30 days following index
hospital discharge. World Bank data were used to stratify countries
according to income.

Results: 1383 patients, mean age 54.97 +13.55 years; 64% male;
diverse ethnicity [White 39%, Asian 30%, Hispanic 10%, Black 9%] were
analyzed. Alcohol was the most common etiology (46%), followed by
NASH (23%), HBV (13%) and HCV (11%). Admissions were almost
exclusively for liver related complications i.e. GI bleed (30%), HE
(34%), AKI (33%), and anasarca (24%). Mean admission CTP was 10 (5-
14) and MELD-Na 23 (6-40). Only 11% were listed for transplant. 51%
had hospitalization in previous six months. 24% were infected at
admission and another 13% developed infections subsequently.
During hospitalization, organ failures were: AKI 46%; as brain 16%,
circulatory 14%, and respiratory 13%; 25% needed ICU admission.
Median hospital stay was 7 days (1-140) and 11% lost to follow-up
after discharge. 33% were readmitted, 3% were transplanted while
26% of patients died within 30 days. The most significant independ-
ent factors predicting readmission within 30 days were being in low/
lower middle income country (p <0.0001), a high discharge MELD-
Na (p=0.0005), and hospitalization <6 M (p=0.006). The most
significant independent predictors of 30-day-mortality post index
discharge were age, discharge MELD-Na (p <0.0001 for both), and
various organ failures during index admission (p <0.01).
Conclusion: The clinical outcomes of patients with DCLD following
index hospital admission vary widely around the world. Mortality
within 30 days post discharge is largely dependent on patient and
disease factors. Readmission post discharge, however, is variable
across continents and inversely correlates socio-economic status.
Global characterization of patients at high risk of readmission should
include further study of socio-economic factors in addition to
severity of liver disease.
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Dyserythropoiesis is underrecognized and contributes to severe
anemia in liver cirrhosis

Chhagan Bihari', Sumit Garg', Shiv Kumar Sarin?. 'Institute of Liver
and Biliary Sciences, Pathology and Hepatology, Delhi, India; Institute of
Liver and Biliary Sciences, Hepatology, Delhi, India

Email: shivsarin@gmail.com

Background and aims: Moderate to severe anemia is one of the
common complication in liver cirrhosis and is often multifactorial.
Contribution of dyserythropoiesis (DE) in cirrhosis related anemia is
often neglected and has not been studied. We aimed to investigate
the prevalence, severity and mechanisms of dyserythropoiesis in
cirrhosis patients.

Method: We studied the bone marrows (BM) of cirrhosis patients
(n=517), who underwent a BM aspiration/biopsy between Jan 2014-
Dec 2018, for investigation of anemia, hypersplenism or other clinical
indications. Cases of haematological or non-hematological neopla-
sias, chronic kidney disease, chronic or acute drug injury, acute and
chronic hepatitis and granulomatous pathology were excluded.
Morphological analysis of BM aspirate, biopsies, erythroid colony
assessment were done. A >5% dyserythropoiesis in erythroid lineage
was considered and categorized as mild: 5-10%; moderate: 10-15%
and marked: >15%.

Results: A 68/517 (13.2%) cirrhosis patients had dyserythropoiesis
and none from control group. Of them 44% had mild; 35.4% moderate
and 20.6% marked dyserythropoiesis in the BM. Cirrhosis patients
with DE had significantly lower hemoglobin than those without DE
(7.6 +1.4 gm/dl vs 8.9 £1.9 gm/dl, p<0.001), but comparable serum
iron (83.7+42 vs 90.2 +46.6 mcg/dl, p=0.997); total iron binding
capacity (243.2 £ 85.1 vs 231 £ 87.2 mcg/dl, p = 0.291); and transferrin
saturation (50.9£27.9 vs 55.6 £30.8 %, p=0.206) and serum folate
(16 £3.8 vs 15.8 £ 4.4 ng/ml) levels. The former however, had higher
vitamin B12 (2339.2 + 1406 vs 1842 + 1411.9 pg/ml, p =0.010) levels.
Further, other confounding factors for anemia like lactate dehydro-
genase (p = 0.494), reticulocyte count (p = 0.808), thyroid stimulating
hormone (p=0.208), hepcidin (p=0.16), erythropoietin (p=0.23),
and spleen size (p =0.310) were comparable. Grades of dyserythro-
poiesis were associated with Child’s score (p=0.003) with marked
dyserythropoiesis being noted in Child C. Dyserythropoiesis was
mainly associated with alcohol and non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (51/
68, 75%) as compared to viral, autoimmune and other etiologies. BM
examination showed fewer erythroid colonies (8 vs. 10.7, p <0.001)

Figure: (abstract: 0S010)

and proerythroblasts (7 vs. 17.9, p < 0.001) in the erythroid colonies of
patients with DE. The DE was significantly related with low GATA.1
(7.7+4.3 vs 13.6 £7.8; p=0.001) non-nuclear localization of HSP70
(p=0.04) and excess erythroferrone (23.4+7 vs 14.2£5.2, p<0.001)
as compared to no-DE.

Conclusion: Approximately 13.2% patients with cirrhosis with severe
anemia show dyserythropoiesis. Standard hematological and iron
studies fail to identify it and bone marrow examination is merited.
Alternations in the erythroid colonies, HSP70 localization and
diminished GATA.1 in BM are associated with dyserythropoiesis.
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Effect of recruitement and selection policies on the volume of
outcome of patients transplanted with ACLF-3

Baptiste Michard, Thierry Artzner, Pietro Addeo’,

Philippe Bachellier!, Camille Besch', Vincent Castelain’,

Raphael Clere-Jehl!, Mathilde Deridder?, Max Guillot',
Jean-Etienne Herbrecht!, Ralf Janssen-Langenstein’,

Maleka Schenck’, Francis Schneider’, Francois Faitot'. "Hopitaux
Universitaires de Strasbourg

Email: baptiste.michard@chru-strasbourg.fr

Background and aims: Liver transplantation (LT) for critically ill
cirrhotic patients is a debated issue, which raises complex medical,
surgical and ethical challenges. In particular, it is crucial to achieve
high post-IT survival in order to justify allocating livers to these
patients, especially given the current organ shortage. To date, there is
no granular data concerning the 3-year post-LT outcome of ACLF-3
patients.

Method: This study describes the three-year post-LT survival of a
single center granular cohort of patients with ACLF-3 at the time of LT
and compares it to the post-LT survival of all the patients who were
transplanted without ACLF-3 in the same center between 2007 and
2018. Over this period of time, two policies were gradually
implemented in this center: (i) developing a network of peripheral
centers that transferred critically ill cirrhotic patients for LT
assessment and (ii) increasing use of the transplantation for ACLF-3
model (TAM) score criteria to identify the optimal transplantability
window.

Results: A total of 828 first time single LTs were performed over the
study period. 91 patients had ACLF-3 at the time of LT. The overall
three-year survival of ACLF-3 patients was 66% vs 82% (p <0.001) for
the rest of the cohort. Over the study period, both the number of
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patients transplanted with ACLF-3 and their 3-year post-LT survival
increased over time: 2007-2009: 7 patients, 43% survival; 2010-
2012: 20 patients, 60% survival; 2013-2015: 28 patients, 54%
survival; 2016-2018: 36 patients, 83% survival (no significant
difference in survival between the ACLF-3 and the non ACLF-3
group in the last period). This increase in the number of patients
transplanted and in their post-LT three-year survival was not
observed in the general population of patients transplanted
without ACLF-3 (cf. Figure). A total of 12 ACLF-3 patients were
transplanted with TAM scores>2. However, in the last period (2016-
2018), in which both the number of patients transplanted with ACLF-
3 and the post-IT survival were the highest, no patient was
transplanted with a TAM score>2.

Conclusion: This study, which originates from the largest single
center cohort of patients transplanted with ACLF-3, illustrates how
gradually building a network of peripheral centers to refer critically ill
cirrhotic patients to an expert ICU and LT center can lead to a dramatic
increase in the number of patients transplanted with ACLF-3. It also
shows that there is a learning curve when transplanting patients with
ACLF-3 and that the implementation of the TAM score to help identify
the optimal transplantability window at the time of organ proposal
contributes to optimizing post-LT outcomes. The combination of
these strategies can help centers increase the number of patients
transplanted with ACLF-3 while reaching post-LT outcomes for these
patients that are similar to those of non ACLF-3 patients.
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Real-world evidence on long-term albumin treatment in patients
with decompensated liver cirrhosis in Italy
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Medical and Surgical Science, Bologna, Italy; °CSL Behring, Lisbon,
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Background and aims: Human albumin plays an important role in
the management of patients with decompensated liver cirrhosis.
Guidelines recommend short-term albumin in specific acute condi-
tions, but clinical trial data have also shown benefits of long-term
albumin (LTA) treatment. This study aimed to analyse real-world data
on LTA treatment in patients with cirrhosis across Italy.

Method: Data from an independent audit platform was collected on
patients with cirrhosis and ascites who received non-LTA, defined as
standard medical treatment with diuretics and albumin only for
acute indications, or LTA, with infusions at weekly intervals for >6
months. Audits were performed between 2018 and 2020, using
institutional data and callbacks with healthcare professionals in Italy
from 43 locations (hospitals, pharmacies and health units).
Retrospective analysis was conducted on patient demographics,
treatment dose and regimen, complication rates and hospitalisation
outcomes.

Results: Data were captured for 6660 patients (non-LTA: 4305; LTA:
2355). Main etiologies of cirrhosis were alcoholic (33%), viral (29%)
non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (30%) and other (7%). In LTA patients,
the mean (range) treatment duration was 14 (6-36) months and
initial dose was 87 (10-280) g/week, followed by 37 (10-60) g/week.
The need for paracentesis (3.1 vs 6.2 per patient per year) and the
incidence of refractory ascites (0.57 vs 0.71 per patient per year) were
lower in LTA than in non-LTA patients. A lower incidence (episodes
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per patient per year) of other major complications was also reported
in LTA patients: spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (0.19 vs 0.09),
hepatorenal syndrome (0.28 vs 0.16) and hepatic encephalopathy
(0.40 vs 0.31). Hospitalisations were 2.40 and 2.85 per patient per
year in LTA and non-LTA groups, respectively. Differences were
maintained when comparing patients within age groups (<39, 40-
59, >60 years).

Conclusion: These real-word data captured through an audit
methodology indicate that Italian hepatologists consider LTA a
valuable approach for the medical management of decompensated
cirrhosis, as LTA is currently prescribed in a vast proportion of patients
with ascites. Although the present study does not allow the
comparison of the two groups, the lower incidence of paracentesis
and complications observed in patients receiving LTA is consistent
with the benefits documented by the ANSWER trial. Considering this,
the cost-effectiveness of LTA and potential for reducing the economic
burden upon healthcare systems should be assessed.
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Impact of cirrhotic cardiomyopathy and severity of liver cirrhosis
on the development of acute kidney injury

Simona Bota!, Marcel Razpotnik!, Philipp Wimmer?, Michael Hackl?,
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Background and aim: New criteria of cirrhotic cardiomyopathy
(CCM) were published from a multidisciplinary consortium (Izzy et al.
Hepatology 2019 Nov 11. doi: 10.1002/hep.31034) and define systolic
dysfunction of the left ventricle as ejection fraction (EF) <50% and/or
global longitudinal strain (GLS) <-18%, while the diastolic dysfunc-
tion is diagnosed when three of the following conditions are present:
average E/e’ >14, peak tricuspid regurgitation velocity >2.8 m/s, septal
e'<7 cm/s, left atrial volume index >34 ml/m?.

Our aim was to assess the influence of CCM, severity and etiology of
liver cirrhosis on the development of acute kidney injury.

Method: Our prospective study included consecutive patients with
liver cirrhosis without structural heart disease, arterial hypertension,
HCC outside Milan criteria, portal vein thrombosis, presence of TIPS
and with optimal acoustic echocardiography window. The patients
were evaluated between 12/2018-11/2021 in our in- and out-patient
Department. Conventional and speckle-tracking echocardiography
(Vendor GE, EchoPAC PC software) were performed by a single
investigator (EACVI TTE certified).

Acute kidney injury (AKIN) was defined according to the
International Ascites Club as increase to serum creatinine of
0.3 mg/dL in <48 h or 50% increase in serum creatinine from baseline
value within <3months.

The follow-up was performed until the patient was last seen or death.
Results: 412 cirrhotic patients were evaluated during the study
period and 133 fulfilled the inclusion criteria and were included in
the final analysis. The mean age of patients was 57.1 £10.2 years
(60.1% males), 70.1% with alcoholic etiology and 48.1% with Child-
Pugh A liver cirrhosis.

The median follow-up was 21 (0.5-36) months. Acute kidney injury
was diagnosed in 26/133 (19.5%) of patients, while CCM (systolic and/
or diastolic dysfunction) was present on 15% of patients.

The presence of acute kidney injury was correlated in univariate
analysis with presence of CCM, Child-Pugh score, MELD score,
alcoholic etiology of liver cirrhosis and prothrombin time (Table).

In multivariate logistic regression analysis only CCM and alcoholic
etiology remained significantly associated with AKIN: CCM -OR = 13.6
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(95% CI: 3.8-54.0), p=0.0001 and alcoholic etiology-OR = 5.3 (95% CI:
1.1-26.3), p=0.03.

Spearman r

correlation

coefficient
Age r=0.089, p=0.30
Male gender r=0.052, p=0.54
BMI r=0.103,p=0.23
Alcoholic etiology r=0.186, p=0.03
Spleen size r=0.082, p=0.34

Presence of CCM
Child-Pugh score
MELD score
Presence of portal
hypertension
Albumin =-0.169, p=0.06
Platelet count r=0.037, p=0.67
Prothrombin time r=-0.197, p=0.02

r=0.323, p=0.0001
r=0.259, p=0.002
r=0.237, p=0.005
r=0.107, p=0.21

Conclusion: The presence of CCM is a strong predictor of acute kidney
injury development among cirrhotic patients.

Non-invasive assessment of liver disease except
NAFLD
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Association of long term methotrexate therapy with liver fibrosis
markers: a multi-centre prospective case-control study
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Background and aims: Incidence of acute drug-induced liver injury
due to methotrexate (MTX) reduces significantly after the first year of
treatment. However, decompensated cirrhosis attributed to MTX
accounts for 0.07% of patients listed/transplanted in the USA. We
evaluated the risk of long-term MTX therapy on liver fibrosis
prospectively in a case-control study.

Method: Between 2014-2021, adult patients diagnosed with
Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) or Psoriasis (PS) were recruited prospect-
ively from six UK sites. Patients on MTX for >6 months were defined
as cases, whereas those with RA or PS for >2 years who never received
MTX were controls. All patients underwent full liver profile,
enhanced liver fibrosis (ELF) markers, and transient elastography
(TE). Multivariate analysis was performed using logistic regression
and results were presented as adjusted odds ratio (OR) and 95%
confidence interval.

Results: Of 999 patients included (mean age 60.8 +12 years, 622
females (62.3%)), 976 had valid TE values; 149 (15.3%) had liver
stiffness >7.9 KPa. Of 892 with available ELF, 262 had ELF score >9.8
(29.4%). Age and BMI were independently associated with elevated
liver stiffness and ELE Diabetes was associated with significant
fibrosis defined by liver stiffness >7.9 KPa, OR =3.21 (1.96-5.21), p<
0.001. But, neither MTX cumulative dose nor duration of exposure
was associated with elevated liver stiffness [OR = 1.02 (0.93-1.12) and
1.00 (0.99-1.0), respectively] and ELF score [OR =1.06 (1.0-1.12) and
1.00 (0.99-1.0), respectively]. Regular use of non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs was associated with ELF score >9.8, OR=1.78
(1.22-2.60), p=0.003.

Conclusion: Lack of association of MTX cumulative dose and duration
with liver fibrosis in RA or PS indicates that the risk of liver fibrosis
due to MTX itself might have been overestimated. The degree of
inflammation in RA and PS may confound ELF as a marker to detect
fibrosis.

Table: Demographic and phenotypic features for cases and controls

Control
MTX group group (n=

Characteristics (n=876) 123) P
Age (years), mean (SD) 61.6 (11.6) 55.6 (13.5) <0.001
Female, n (%) 560 (63.9) 62 (50.4) <0.01
Diagnosis, n (%) 55 (44.7) <0.001
RA 615 (70.2) 67 (54.5)
PS 241 (27.5) 1(0.8)
Both 20(2.3)
Type 2 Diabetes 100 (11.5) 21(171) NS
Hyperlipidaemia 225(25.9) 28(22.8) NS
BMI (kg/mz), mean (SD) 29.9(6.7) 30.9(7.5) NS
Alcohol >14 units/week, n (%) 83 (9.5) 25 (20.3) <0.001
Fibrosis markers
TE groups, n (%) 731 (85.5) 96 (79.3) 0.08
Low <7.9 124 (14.5) 25 (20.7)
High > 7.9
ELF groups, n (%) 562 (71.4) 68 (64.8) NS
Low risk <9.8 202 (25.7) 34(324)
Moderate risk (>9.8 to <11.3) 23(2.9) 3(2.9)

High risk >11.3

NS: Not significant.
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Development and validation of a machine learning-based model
for varices screening in compensated cirrhosis (CHESS2001): an
international multicenter study
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Background and aims: Only a few patients with compensated
cirrhosis who underwent esophagogastroduodenoscopy (EGD)
screening for varices were found to have varices needing treatment
(VNT). Our study aimed to identify a novel machine learning-based
model (ML EGD) for ruling out VNT and avoiding unnecessary EGD in
patients with compensated cirrhosis.

Method: A total of 2794 patients from China, Singapore and India
were enrolled. Of them, 1283 patients in a real-world cohort from one
university hospital, 966 in a multicenter cohort (test cohort 1) from
14 university hospitals, and 545 in an international cohort (test
cohort 2) from Singapore and India were included, respectively. For
the real-world cohort, patients were shuffled and sampled randomly
into training and validation cohort with a ratio of 9:1. In the training
cohort, a light gradient boosting machine algorithm was used to
develop the pre-model to detect VNT based on clinical data. A shapley
value method was used to evaluate the importance of included
variables according to pre-model. ML EGD was furthermore devel-
oped based on the most related variables to detect VNT using light
gradient boosting machine algorithm. Then, we validated it in the
validation cohort and tested it in the two external test cohorts.
Results: The main etiology of cirrhosis was hepatitis B infection in the
training (68.02%), validation cohort (68.99%) and test cohort 1
(79.19%) and the main etiology in test cohort 2 was hepatitis C
infection (47.16%). Liver stiffness, platelet count and total bilirubin
were evaluated as the most related variables to detect VNT to develop
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ML EGD. By receiver operator characteristic curve, the most accurate
cut-off to rule out patients with VNT was chosen as a ML EGD below
0.50 with a negative predictive value of 96.4%. In the training cohort, a
ML EGD below 0.50 could spare 607 (52.6%) unnecessary EGD with a
missed VNT rate of 3.6%. In the validation cohort, test cohort 1 and
test cohort 2, a ML EGD score below 0.50 could spare 75 (58.1%), 506
(52.4%), 224 (411%) EGD with a missed VNT rate of 1.4%, 2.8%, and
3.1%, respectively. Comparing with Baveno VI criteria, ML EGD
improved the proportion of avoided EGD (training cohort, 52.6% vs
29.4%; validation cohort, 58.1% vs 44.2%; test cohort 1, 52.4% vs 26.5%;
test cohort 2, 41.1% vs 21.1%).

Conclusion: We developed a robust machine learning-based model,
named ML EGD, with excellent performance to exclude VNT in
patients with compensated cirrhosis.
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Diagnostic performance of non-invasive liver fibrosis biomarkers:
a bayesian individual patient data meta-analysis of hepatitis B
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Background and aims: In sub-Saharan Africa, hepatitis B is the
principal cause of liver disease, and associated mortality is rising.
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Low-cost non-invasive biomarkers of liver fibrosis are needed to
identify patients at risk of HBV-related mortality who therefore
require antiviral treatment. We evaluated the performance of the
biomarkers APRI (AST to platelet ratio index), FIB-4 and GPR (GGT to
platelet ratio) in an individual patient data (IPD) meta-analysis.
Method: We included data from HEPSANET, a network comprised of
12 cohorts of HBsAg-positive individuals in 8 sub-Saharan African
countries. We used transient elastography as a reference test for
cirrhosis (>12.2 kPa) and significant fibrosis (>7.9 kPa). We excluded
patients who were pregnant, had hepatitis C, D, or HIV co-infection,
were on hepatitis B therapy or had acute hepatitis. Upper limits of
normal were 40 U/L for AST/AST and 61 U/L for GGT. We fitted a
bivariate Bayesian IPD model with patient-level covariates and study-
level random effects.

Results: We included 3549 patients. Median age was 33 years (IQR
28-41) and 60% were male. The prevalence of significant fibrosis and
cirrhosis among included cohorts was 18% and 7% respectively. APRI
and GPR had the best discriminant performance (area under curve
0.81 and 0.82) relative to FIB-4 (0.77) or ALT alone (0.70) for cirrhosis.
The World Health Organization (WHO) threshold of APRI>2.0 was
associated with sensitivity of 16.5% (95% credible interval 12.5-20.5)
and specificity 0f 99.5% (99.2-99.7) for cirrhosis. At rule-in thresholds
for cirrhosis APRI (cut-off 0.65) had sensitivity of 56.2% and specificity
of 90.0%; GPR (cut-off 0.47) had sensitivity of 58.6% and specificity
90.9%. At rule out-thresholds for cirrhosis APRI (0.33) had sensitivity
and specificity of 80.6% and 64.3%; GPR (0.23) had sensitivity 80.6%
and specificity of 66.7% (Figure). The subset of asymptomatic patients
who were diagnosed with HBV through routine screening had a mean
cirrhosis prevalence of 2.5%, and APRI (cut-off 0.65) had a positive
predictive value (PPV) of 13.2% and negative predictive value (NPV) of
98.8%. Among patients diagnosed with HBV due to suspected liver
disease, cirrhosis prevalence was 27%; with APRI cut-off 0.65, PPV
was 59.6% and NPV 84.5%.

Conclusion: APRI at the WHO-recommended threshold of 2.0 has a
poor sensitivity for the diagnosis of cirrhosis in sub-Saharan Africa;
WHO guidelines should be revised for the WHO African region to
reflect these findings. APRI and GPR had equivalent diagnostic
performance and performed best at ruling out cirrhosis but were less
good at correctly identifying cases. Programs need to be aware of the
significant trade-offs between under- and over-diagnosis of liver
cirrhosis when implementing low-cost fibrosis markers in hepatitis B
programs in sub-Saharan Africa.
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Prediction of ten-year risk of severe liver disease in the general
population using commonly available biomarkers
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Background and aims: Estimating risk for severe liver disease,
including cirrhosis, in the general population is complicated in part

due to the rarity of this outcome. Existing prediction tools are
suboptimal and there is a need for improvement. Here, we aimed to
identify subgroups of persons in the general population with high
risks for development of severe liver disease using commonly
available biomarkers.

Method: We used laboratory and clinical data on 126, 925 individuals
aged 35-79, in Stockholm, Sweden, with clinical examinations
between 1985 and 1996. No individuals had known chronic liver
disease, a drug- or alcohol use disorder at baseline. Nationwide
registries were used to ascertain ten-year cumulative incidence of
severe liver disease, a composite of diagnoses corresponding to
cirrhosis or its complications. Candidate biomarkers were selected
based on if they meaningfully improved prediction of severe liver
disease in addition to the established FIB-4 score. They were then
categorized and combined, creating subgroups with different risk
profiles.

Results: During a follow-up of average 9.3 years, we ascertained 630
incident cases of severe liver disease (0.5%). On top of the FIB-4 score
we identified age, impaired glucose, and gamma-glutamyl transfer-
ase (gGT) to meaningfully improve a classification of risk. 24 risk
groups were created, with a cumulative incidence of severe liver
disease at ten years ranging from 0.2% (age 35-65, low FIB-4, no
impaired glucose and normal gGT) to 32.1% (age 35-65, high FIB-4,
impaired glucose and high gGT). A heatmap of these risk groups was
created (Figure 1).

Cumulative incidence of severe liver disease at ten years
FIB-4
FIB-4 Low Intermediate FIB-4 High
Impaired glucose age =66 |13.0 13.7 291
9GT high age 35-65 | 2.6 10.7
No Impaired glucose age 266 13.6 0 2T
age 35-65 | 2.2 7.4 254
. age >66 1.3 2.8 12.5
Impaired glucose
9GT normal age 35-65 | 0.6 1.0 6.0
. age =66 0.6 0.7 25
No Impaired glucose
age 35-65 (0.2 0.4 5.5

Figure 1: Heatmap of subgroups with differing risk for severe liver disease
at ten years, in percent.

Conclusion: Estimates of risk of severe liver disease in the general
population using the FIB-4 score can be substantially improved by
adding age and biomarkers commonly available in the primary care
setting.
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Gadoxetic acid-enhanced MRI-derived Functional Liver Imaging
Score (FLIS) and spleen diameter provide complementary
information for risk stratification in ACLD
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Background and aims: The Functional Liver Imaging Score (FLIS)
derived from gadoxetic acid-enhanced MRI (GA-MRI) correlates with
hepatic function in chronic liver disease (CLD) patients. Splenic
metrics, i.e., volume and craniocaudal diameter (SCCD) are markers of
portal hypertension, a key driver of disease progression.
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We aimed to investigate the prognostic utility of FLIS and SCCD for
hepatic decompensation and transplant-free mortality in CLD.
Method: Three hundred ninety-seven CLD patients undergoing GA-
MRI were included. The FLIS was calculated by summing the points
(0-2 each) assigned to three hepatobiliary phase features: hepatic
enhancement, biliary excretion, and portal vein signal intensity.
Patients were stratified into 3 clinical groups according to FIB-4 and
presence/history of decompensation: non-advanced CLD (non-
ACLD), compensated ACLD (cACLD), and decompensated ACLD
(dACLD). The associations between SCCD/FLIS and decompensation/
transplant-free mortality were investigated using Cox regression
analysis and log-rank test.

Results: We observed a strong correlation between spleen volume
and SCCD (Spearman’s rho: 0.887; p<0.001), and thus, the simple
measure SCCD was used for further analyses. The inter-reader
(intraclass coefficient, ICC: 0.982; n=241) and intra-reader (ICC:
0.997; n=41) agreement for the SCCD were excellent. Median SCCD
showed stepwise increases from non-ACLD (11.8 cm), cACLD
(13.3 cm), to dACLD (15.2 cm; p < 0.001).

Since non-ACLD patients are at negligible risk of decompensation/
liver-related death, we abstained from analysing direct end points in
this subgroup. In patients with cACLD, SCCD predicted decompensa-
tion (adjusted-hazard-ratio, [aHR]: 1.1, 95% confidence interval [95%
CI]: 1.02-1.18; p=0.014) in an analysis adjusted for MELD and
albumin; dichotomizing SSCD resulted in an aHR of 2.51 (95%Cl:
1.22-5.21, p=0.01) for those with a SCCD >13 cm. In patients with
ACLD (i.e., cACLD/dACLD combined), FLIS (0-3 vs. 4-6 points) was a
risk factor for transplant-free mortality (aHR: 2.64, 95%Cl: 1.61-4.01,
p <0.001), even after adjusting for age, MELD, and albumin. Of note,
FLIS (0-3 vs. 4-6 points; aHR: 1.74, 95%CI: 1.18-2.58, p=0.005) and
SCCD (>13 vs. <13 cm; aHR: 2.16, 95%Cl: 1.44-3.24, p<0.001) were
independently predictive of the composite end point of decompen-
sation/transplant-free mortality, even after adjusting for the previ-
ously mentioned prognostic indicators. Grouping patients according
to FLIS/SCCD accurately stratified the risk of decompensation/
transplant-free mortality (Figure).

100 - log-rank test: P <.001
=i FLIS0-3
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©
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2 40+
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204
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T T T T T 1
0 12 24 36 48 60
Time (months)
FLIS0-3 79 34 18 12 8 4
FLIS 4-6 & SCCD>13cm 140 100 71 49 23 17
FLIS 4-6 & SCCDR 13cm 98 71 56 45 29 22

Conclusion: The FLIS and SCCD are simple GA-MRI-based imaging
markers providing complementary information for risk stratification
in patients with advanced chronic liver disease.

N.B. and L.B. contributed equally.
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ADAPT, a score incorporating PRO-C3, for the early detection of
liver fibrosis in a large population-based study
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Background and aims: Non-invasive screening of liver fibrosis in the
general population has become an important target in order to
identify liver disease early and avoid its progression. Novel biomar-
kers of extracellular matrix formation, including PRO-C3, a marker of
type III collagen formation, have emerged as accurate predictors of
advanced fibrosis in NAFLD and alcohol-related liver disease. A
composite score known as ADAPT, that includes PRO-C3, age, platelet
count, and diabetes, has recently been validated in both these patient
populations, but its effectiveness to screen for liver fibrosis in
asymptomatic subjects in the general population is unknown.
Method: This study was performed in a large population-based
cohort of randomly selected subjects aged 18-75 in the Barcelona
metropolitan area without known liver disease (mean age 54, 43%
male, 10% with type 2 diabetes, 28% with metabolic syndrome, 9%
with at-risk alcohol consumption). Serum PRO-C3 levels were
measured by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay in 2670 subjects.
Liver fibrosis was estimated by measuring liver stiffness with
transient elastography (TE). Significant fibrosis was defined as a TE
>9.2 kPa based on previous data supporting that this cut-off had the
best diagnostic accuracy for fibrosis >F2 on liver biopsy (Clin.
Gastroenterol. Hepatol. 2018 PMID 29452268).

Results: The prevalence of significant fibrosis was 3.1% (83/2670). The
median level of PRO-C3 was higher in subjects with significant
fibrosis compared to those without (14 vs. 12 ng/ml, p <0.001). The
ADAPT score predicted significant fibrosis with moderate accuracy
(AUROCO0.76; 95% C10.71-0.82), higher than scores frequently used to
identify fibrosis in the general population, such as FIB-4 or APRI, and
similar to NAFLD Fibrosis Score (NFS). Fatty liver index (FLI) exhibited
the highest discriminative ability (AUROC 0.87; 95% CI 0.84-0.91;
Figure 1). Amongst subjects with metabolic/alcohol risk factors and a
high FLI>60, the sequential use of ADAPT using the best cut-off of 6.1
had an excellent negative predictive value for significant fibrosis (Se
51%, Sp 82%, PPV 20%, NPV 95%).
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Figure: ROC curves of non-invasive fibrosis scores for prediction of signifi-
cant fibrosis.

Conclusion: In this population-based study, the ADAPT composite
score that includes PRO-C3 offers superior predictive accuracy for the
diagnosis of significant liver fibrosis as compared to other recom-
mended screening tools such as FIB-4 and APRI. The individual
components of ADAPT are easily accessible clinical parameters and as
such could be used as a tool for the early detection of liver fibrosis in
the general population, particularly in a sequential-type approach.

Immune-mediated and cholestatic:
Experimental and pathophysiology

0S019

Novel anti-cholestatic treatment strategies by combining
inhibition of the Apical sodium-dependent bile acid transporter
with stimulation of urinary bile salt excretion or lowering bile salt
synthesis

Roni Kunst!?, Esther Vogels', Isabelle Bolt!, Ronald Oude-Elferink"?,
Stan van de Graaf'2. 'Tytgat Institute for Liver and Intestinal Research,
Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology; >Amsterdam
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Email: r.fkunst@amsterdamumc.nl

Background and aims: The apical sodium-dependent bile acid
transporter (ASBT) is primarily expressed in the small intestine and
kidney, where it prevents bile salts from being excreted in
respectively feces and urine. Intestine-restricted drugs that inhibit
ASBT are currently clinically explored to reduce toxic accumulation of
bile acids during cholestasis. Intestine-restricted ASBT inhibitors
(ASBTi) may be less effective in severe cholestasis and also yield
gastrointestinal side-effects in case of high bile salt load in the colon.
Here, we test two ASBT-targeting treatment strategies in pre-clinical
models with cholestasis-induced liver injury. First, systemic ASBT
inhibition, to increase renal bile acid excretion and second a
combination treatment with obeticholic acid (OCA) to limit bile salt
synthesis and reduce colonic bile acid load.

Method: Systemic ASBT inhibition was tested by performing a bile
duct ligation (BDL) in adult ASBT knock-out (KO) mice (129P2/OlaHsd
background, Jackson) and wild-type littermates to induce severe
cholestasis. In our second strategy, BDL was performed in adult wild-
type C57BI/6 mice after 2 days oral gavage pre-treatment with OCA
and ASBTi. In a different model, wild-type C57Bl/6 mice were fed a
0.1% 3, 5-diethoxycarbonyl-1, 4-dihydrocollidine (DDC) diet while
receiving daily treatment with either placebo, OCA, ASBTi or both

(OCA + ASBTi). After sacrifice, liver injury was determined by plasma
liver enzymes, RT-qPCR and liver histology, while HPLC analysis was
used to quantify bile salt concentrations in plasma, liver, small
intestine and feces.

Results: ASBT KO mice had reduced liver necrosis, reduced bilirubin
and alkaline phosphatase (ALP) levels compared to wild-type mice
after BDL. ASBT KO mice also showed a trend to reduced bile salt pool
size, and increased urinary bile salt excretion. OCA + ASBTi treatment
reduced the total bile salt pool size before cholestasis-onset and
resulted in reduced bilirubin, ALP and a ~60% reduction in liver
necrosis compared to placebo control in a BDL model. Besides, OCA +
ASBTi treatment decreased fecal bile salt excretion compared to
monotherapy with ASBTi.

Conclusion: Systemic ASBT inhibition effectively reduces BDL-
induced liver damage. Combined OCA + ASBTi treatment lowers the
bile salt pool size and improves liver health after BDL-induced
cholestasis, while it also shows therapeutic potential by reducing
fecal bile salt excretion.
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Low-dose IL-2 alleviates drug-induced primary biliary cholangitis
in mice by improving Treg and Th17 balance
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Background and aims: The imbalance of regulatory T (Treg) and T
helper 17 (Th17) cells correlates with increased risk of autoimmune
diseases. Their imbalance was also reported in primary biliary
cholangitis (PBC) patients. Previous studies have suggested that
low-dose IL-2 can alleviate disease severity through modulating
CD4'T cell subsets in patients with autoimmune diseases. However,
the efficacy of low-dose IL-2 in PBC remains unexplored. Hence, the
present study aimed to examine effects of low-dose IL-2 in PBC
mouse models.

Method: PBC was induced in female C57BL/6 mice by two
immunizations with 2-nonynoic acid (20A-BSA) at two-week
intervals. Besides, polyinosinic polycytidylic acid (poly [:C) was
injected i.p. every three days. The control group was injected with PBS
instead of 20A-BSA and poly I:C. PBC mice were divided into the
treated and untreated groups, and low-dose IL-2 was injected s.c.
every three days after four weeks from modeling in the treated group
(Fig. A)and the untreated group was replaced with saline. The serum
was isolated from blood sampled by eyeball extirpating for
biochemical detection. Th17 and Tregs were analyzed by flow
cytometry, and the related cytokines were analyzed by ELISA. Liver
histopathology was examined by HandE and immunohistochemical
staining. The experimental data were analyzed by SPSS 24.0 software.
P <0.05 indicated statistical significance.

Results: Eight weeks after modeling, the serum AMA was positive
and the ALP was significantly increased in PBC mice compared with
control group. The pathology showed lymphocyte infiltration in the
portal area, and damage and reactive proliferation of small bile duct,
and CD4" and CD8" T cells were infiltrated around the bile duct. Flow
cytometric examination of spleen cells revealed recovery of reduced
Tregs and increased Th17 after low-dose IL-2 treatment (Treg/
CD4%:9.26+0.50 vs 6.10+£0.14 vs 8.24+0.04; Th17/CD4%: 0.29+
0.20 vs 1.00+£0.17 vs 0.33+0.09) (p<0.05) (Fig. B). Low-dose IL-2
treatment inhibited IL-17A levels (0 vs 4549 + 597.5 vs 1928 £ 387) (p
<0.05) and improved serum biochemical index (ALP: 119.1 £6.20 vs
82.36+12.6 U/L) (Fig. C). Histopathological examination of liver
revealed the improvement of portal area inflammation and reactive
bile duct hyperplasia and damage after low-dose IL-2 treatment
(Fig. D).
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Conclusion: The PBC mouse model was successfully induced by the
combination of 20A-BSA and poly I:C and it can model human
disease early status. Low-dose IL-2 inhibited PBC by augmenting Treg
and decreasing Th17 numbers, which paly important role in the
pathogenesis of the PBC. The improvement of biochemical indexes
and liver histopathology, suggesting that low-dose IL-2 treatment
may be considered as novel therapy for PBC in the future.
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Cholangiocytes cleave surface CD100 from biliary infiltrating T
cells and mediate pathogenic Th17 differentiation
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Background and aims: Chronic inflammation surrounding bile ducts
contributes to the disease pathogenesis of most cholangiopathies, but
the mechanism enabling pathogenic immune cells to adapt and
survive in the biliary environment remains largely unknown. We
have recently reported a variant of CD100 to be the causal mutation
for a familial form of primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC). Herein, we
investigate how CD100 participates in the biliary local inflammation
and its relevance to the differentiation of pathogenic immune cells.
Method: CD100 expression was assessed by spatial transcriptomics
(10x Genomics) and in situ immunohistochemistry (IHC) in explanted
livers of patients with PSC (n = 4-6) and other cholangiopathies (Ctrl,
n=4-5). Soluble CD100 (sCD100) was measured by ELISA in paired
serum, plasma, and bile samples (n=11-19). Biliary infiltrating
immune cells were collected from endoscopic retrograde cholangio-
pancreatography brush samples (Ctrl, n=6; PSC, n=6) and surface
expression of CD100 was evaluated by flow cytometry. To model
pathogenic interactions between immune cells and cholangiocytes,
splenic cells isolated from C57BL/6 wild-type (WT) and CD100
mutated mice were co-cultured with small or large cholangiocytes.
Altered gene expression was assessed with RNA sequencing of
purified cell subsets after co-culture.

Results: Spatial transcriptomics revealed SEMA4D/CD100 RNA
expression in all examined livers and demonstrated the localization
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in KRT19" bile duct regions (Ctrl, 7-40%; PSC, 11-94%). In contrast,
CD100 protein expression measured by IHC was nearly undetectable
in diseased periductal areas of the PSC livers. Moreover, surface
expression of CD100 on biliary infiltrating immune cells was reduced
and accompanied by increased sCD100 in plasma and bile from PSC
patients, suggesting that CD100 is cleaved from the surface of
immune cells in regions adjacent to the bile ducts. In co-culture
experiments, we observed that activated immune cells adhered to
cholangiocytes and correlated with the death of large but not small
cholangiocytes. T cells were dominant (49.9-64.4%) in the adherent
immune population and lost their surface CD100 expression. RNA
sequencing data showed increased Adamts4 in co-cultured cholan-
giocytes which appeared to cleave CD100. Genes involved in anti-
apoptosis and T-helper 17 (Th17) differentiation were enriched in
adherent T cells and further upregulated in T cells with mutated
CD100.

Conclusion: Cholangiocytes induce cleavage of CD100 on biliary
infiltrating T cells that facilitates persistent inflammation and local
Th17 differentiation. These findings highlight a novel pathway in the
liver with cholangiocyte-driven Th17 cell differentiation that is
associated with CD100 cytoplasmic signaling. Targeting this patho-
genic pathway serves as an attractive target for mitigating bile duct
inflammation in PSC.
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Novel approach combining whole liver single-cell RNA
sequencing and spatial gene profiling using Nanostring GEOMX
enables identification of specific cell sub-populations and
pathways regulated by CCL24
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Background and aims: CCL24 (Eotaxin-2) is a chemokine that
regulates profibrotic and proinflammatory activities through the
CCR3 receptor. We previously demonstrated that CM-101, a CCL24
blocking antibody, improves liver inflammation, fibrosis and cholan-
gitis in the Mdr2 knockout (Mdr2 -/-) mouse model. Characterization
of CCL24 expression in relation to the different cell populations in
Mdr2-/- mice and its inhibition effect on cholangiocytes and immune
response was studied using two gene expression methods.

Method: Identification of cell population, including immune cells
and CCL24 expressing cells in livers of Mdr2-/- mice was done by
scRNA seq from whole liver. NanoString’s technology was utilized for
gene expression studies, focusing on the bile-duct injury sites. In this
system segmenting of cholangiocytes (Pan-CK+) and immune cells
(Pan-CK-) cells was done in liver sections from Mdr2-/-mice non-
treated or treated with CM-101.

Results: Mdr2-/- mice treated with CM-101 resulted in reductions in:
serum ALP, liver inflammation, liver peribiliary collagen deposition
and cholangiocytes proliferation. Using whole liver scRNA seq we
demonstrated that CCL24 is expressed in macrophage cells. This
analysis identified a few specific disease relevant immune sub-
populations, however it is missing crucial information that relates to
cell localization. To overcome this, we used NanoString to character-
ize the alternations in peribiliary transcriptome following CM-101
treatment. Spatial profiling separated cholangiocytes (PanCK+) and
non-cholangiocytes (PanCK-) peribiliary cells, distinguishing chola-
static, proinflammatory and profibrotic effects. Gene set enrichment
analysis showed reduction in proliferation and senescence pathways
in PanCK+ cells, whereas PanCK- cells showed reduction in ECM
remodeling pathways and increased metabolic pathways. Cell
deconvolution of the heterogeneous PanCK- population revealed
alternation in the peribiliary immune cells, marked by reduction in
macrophages and monocytes following treatment with CM-101.
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Conclusion: Augmenting whole liver scRNA seq with spatial
transcriptome analysis, is a novel approach to identify cell popula-
tions and pathways specific to the damaged peribiliary area. Using
this approach we demonstrated that CCL24 regulates cholestatic,
inflammatory and fibrotic liver damage, and its underling mechan-
isms. Understanding the underling mechanisms of CCL24 blockade
and its ability to prevent liver injury in animal supports its role in PSC
and its potential beneficial effect for PSC patients.
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injury

Naruhiro Kimura"?3, Gareth Hardisty", Atsunori Tsuchiya®,

Shuji Terai®, David Withers?, Wei-Yu Lu"2. 'University of Edinburgh,
Centre for Inflammation Research, Edinburgh, United Kingdom;
2University of Birmingham, Institute of Immunology and
Immunotherapy, Birmingham, United Kingdom; >Niigata University,
Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Niigata, Japan

Email: w.y.lu@ed.ac.uk

Background and aims: Reduced regulatory T cells (Tregs) and
increased bile duct senescence are observed in primary sclerosing
cholangitis (PSC) patients, with the degree of cholangiocyte senes-
cence linking to disease severity and prognosis. Cholangiocytes can
act as facultative liver progenitor cells through ductular reaction
during extensive liver damage, whether this process is impaired
during PSC remains to be investigated. The role of Tregs in modulating
tissue resident progenitor cells have been shown in multiple organs,
but this remains unclear in the context of liver regeneration. We aim
to use transgenic murine models to investigate the cause of reduced
Tregs in the liver and whether the lack of Tregs in the liver affect bile
duct regeneration and senescence.

Method: Foxp3°f’DTR transgenic mice were used to reduce Tregs
number in a dose dependant manner. 50% of Tregs were depleted to
avoid triggering systematic autoimmunity whilst cholestatic liver
injury was induced by the feeding of 3, 5-diethoxycarbonyl-1, 4-
dyhydrocollidine (DDC) diet and compared to the control group with
intact Tregs population. We generated the
Foxp3CFPCreERTd Tom OxSTOPIoX  mjjce to investigate Tregs stability.
Tamoxifen was injected intraperitoneally to induce tdTom expression
in Foxp3 Tregs and cell fate was investigated after DDC diet to
determine Tregs stability. CD4 T-cells were isolated and co-cultured
with intrahepatic cholangiocytes organoids to confirm the effect of
CD4 T-cells on cholangiocytes.

Results: Mice with reduced Tregs have a lower tolerance to the
feeding of DDC diet, with rapid weight loss and two times higher
periportal fibrosis than the control group. Histological findings
showed that the reduction in Tregs decrease the magnitude of
Ck19" ductular reaction by 30%. A two-fold increase in Ck19+p21+
senescing cholangiocytes was observed in the group with reduced
Tregs after DDC induced liver injury. Transcriptional analysis of liver
tissue revealed downregulation of Yap1, Sox9 and Ctgf, suggesting the
Yap pathway is affected following Tregs reduction. This is further

confirmed with immunohistochemistry showing a two-fold reduc-
tion in the number of Yap and Sox9 expressing Ck19+ cholangiocytes.
The Foxp3 fate mapping experiments showed that the labelled Tregs
population reduces Foxp3 expression after DDC diet indicating that
the stability of Tregs decreases during liver injury.

Conclusion: Our results demonstrated that the role of Tregs in
promoting bile duct regeneration by modulating ductular reaction
through the Hippo-Yap pathway. Furthermore, the observation that
Foxp3 Tregs become unstable in an injured microenvironment in
mice may explain the lack of Tregs seen in PSC patients. These show
the potential of using Tregs to promote liver regeneration but also
highlights the stability of Tregs should be taken into consideration
when designing cell based Tregs therapy.
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Background and aims: Patients with indeterminate biliary strictures
(BS) pose a significant diagnostic challenge. Digital cholangioscopy
(DC) has enabled morphologic characterization as well as the
performance of visually guided biopsies. However, the diagnostic
yield of DC remains suboptimal, and the visual characterization of
these lesions has significant interobserver variability. Recently, the
development of artificial intelligence (Al) algorithms, particularly
convolutional neural networks (CNNs) for interpretation of endo-
scopic images has generated intense interest. We aimed to develop a
CNN-based system for simultaneous automatic detection of malig-
nant BS in D-SOC images and identification of three morphologic
features: nodules (NN), papillary projections (PP) and tumor vessels
(TV).

Method: We developed and validated a CNN based on DC images
(Spyglass DS II, Boston Scientific, USA). Each frame was labeled as
normal/benign finding or as a malignant lesion if definite histologic
evidence of biliary malignancy was available. Moreover, we evaluated
the performance of the CNN for the detection of morphologic
features associated with histology-proved biliary malignancy: NN, PP,
and TV. The image dataset was split for constitution of training and
validation datasets. The performance of the CNN was measured by
calculating the accuracy, area under the curve (AUC), sensitivity,
specificity, positive and negative predictive values (PPV and NPV,
respectively).

Results: We included 23 595 images from 125 patients (20719 of
malignant BS and 2876 of normal or benign findings). The model had
a sensitivity of 98.9%, a specificity of 97.7% and an overall accuracy of
98.7%. The AUC was 1.00.

Additionally, the model comprised 2876 images of NN, 1675 images
showing PP, and 4153 images of YV. The accuracy for the automatic
detection of each of these features was, respectively, 96.9%, 96.1%, and
91.5%.

Conclusion: We developed a combined CNN for automatic detection
of malignant BS as well as the automatic identification of morpho-
logic features associated with increased probability of malignancy.
The application of Al models to DC may increase its diagnostic yield
for patients with indeterminate BS. Furthermore, accurate real-time
automatic identification of features associated with increased
probability of malignancy may help to guide biopsies, thus increasing
their rentability.
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Table 1: Performance metrics of the combined convolutional neural
network

Malignant
strictures (vs. NN (vs PP (vs normal/ TV (vs normal/
normal/benign normal/other other other
findings) findings) findings) findings)
Sensitivity 98.9% 96.1% 98.2% 85.7%
Specificity 97.7% 98.9% 94.8% 100%
PPV 99.7% 99.5% 91.7% 100%
NPV 92.8% 91.4% 98.9% 82.5%
Accuracy 98.7% 96.9% 96.1% 91.5%
AUC 0.987 1.000 1.000 1.00

Abbreviations; PPV-positive predictive value; NPV-negative predictive value;
AUC-area under the curve.

Non-invasive assessment/treatment and liver
related outcomes in NAFLD/ALD
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Non-invasive fibrosis scores as prognostic biomarkers of liver
events, cardiovascular events and all-cause mortality in people
with obesity and/or type 2 diabetes in the UK: a longitudinal
cohort study

Quentin Anstee’?, Tina Landsvig Berentzen?, Louise Nitze>,
Maximilian Jara®, Mette Kjaer®, Kamal Kant Mangla®, Jens M. Tarp>,
Kamlesh Khunti*. ! Translational and Clinical Research Institute, Faculty
of Medical Sciences, Newcastle University, Newcastle Upon Tyne, United
Kingdom; >Newcastle NIHR Biomedical Research Centre, Newcastle
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Background and aims: Progression of non-alcoholic steatohepatitis
to cirrhosis may lead to life-threatening liver-related complications,
increased liver-specific and all-cause mortality and cardiovascular
(CV) disease. An important predictor of severe outcomes is biopsy-
confirmed liver fibrosis, but biopsies are not scalable outside of
specialist practice. This real-world study investigated the prognostic
utility of six non-invasive fibrosis scores on clinical outcomes in
patients with obesity and/or type 2 diabetes (T2D) seen in routine
general practice.

Method: In a longitudinal cohort design, patients >18 years with
obesity and/or T2D, >1 fibrosis score calculable from the UK Clinical
Practice Research Datalink (CPRD) after 1 January 2001, no alcohol-
related disorders and/or other chronic liver diseases in Hospital
Episodes Statistics (HES) and/or no prescriptions of drugs inducing
liver disease in CPRD were included. Patients were followed from
inclusion date until time of first clinical outcome event (liver-related
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hospitalisation or death [liver event], CV hospitalisation or death [CV
event] or all-cause death) recorded in HES or Office for National
Statistics Death Registration, database migration, 10 years’ follow-up
or 1 January 2020, whichever came first. Fibrosis-4 Index (FIB4), the
score of focus, was categorised as low (<1.30), indeterminate (1.30-
2.67) or high (>2.67) risk. Cumulative incidence functions were
calculated and hazard ratios (HRs) estimated using Cox proportional
hazards models with calendar time as underlying timescale.

Results: In total, 44 481 eligible patients (46% male, median age 58.8
years) had measures available for FIB4 calculation. There were 979
liver events, of which ascites (n =412), cirrhosis (n =201) and gastro-
oesophageal varices (n=160) were most common. The risk of an
incident liver event was highest in the first years after FIB4
measurement in the high FIB4 group and relatively constant over
time in the other two groups (Figure). The incidences of a liver event,
CV event and death in the high FIB4 group were 15%, 33% and 61%,
respectively. Patients in the indeterminate and high FIB4 groups were
at greater risk of liver events vs the low-risk group (HR 2.81 [95%
confidence interval 2.43, 3.26] and 18.42 [15.67, 21.65], respectively).
An increased risk was also seen for CV events and all-cause mortality
in these groups. HRs remained higher for the high vs low FIB4 group
after adjustment for sex and age. For the other scores, risk of an
outcome event was also elevated for patients with a high vs low score.

Conclusion: In this real-world population of patients with obesity
and/or T2D, and no other clinically recognised liver disease, the risk of
a clinical event was significantly higher in patients with high vs low
FIB4 score, highlighting the prognostic potential of FIB4 (and other
non-invasive fibrosis scores) in this population.
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Liver stiffness predicts incident severe liver disease in patients
with chronic liver disease
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Background and aims: Prognosis in chronic liver disease is
heterogenous, and fibrosis stage is the best predictor of liver-related
events. Liver stiffness measurement (LSM) by Vibration-Controlled
Transient Elastography (VCTE) is a non-invasive biomarker of fibrosis.
It is uncertain if LSM can predict risk for future liver-related events.
The aim was to investigate the prognostic ability of LSM.

Method: This was a Swedish multi-center cohort study including
patients (n =13, 170) with chronic liver disease who underwent LSM
by VCTE between 2008 and 2019. Exclusion criteria were an
unreliable LSM, congestive heart failure, and decompensated
cirrhosis at baseline. Liver-related events were ascertained from
Swedish national health registers. In patients without baseline
cirrhosis, we investigated progression to “severe liver disease,”
defined as a diagnosis of cirrhosis, decompensated cirrhosis or
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). In patients with baseline cirrhosis,
we investigated progression to decompensation or HCC. Incidence
rates and cumulative incidence at two and five years were calculated.
Cox regression was used to evaluate the rate of outcomes for
categories of LSM values.

Results: Patients (median age 46 years, 59% men) had a median LSM
of 5.9 (interquartile range 4.6-8.0) kPa. Etiologies consisted of
hepatitis C (n=6849, 52.0%), hepatitis B (n=3497, 26.6%), alcohol-
related liver disease (n=211, 1.6%), autoimmune liver disease (n=
624, 4.7%), non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (n =699, 5.3%) and other
or uncertain etiologies (n=1290, 9.8%). Patients without baseline
cirrhosis (n=11, 883) had 333 (2.8%) events of severe liver disease
during a median follow-up time of 2.9 years. Patients with cirrhosis at
baseline (n=1287) had 206 (16.0%) events of decompensation or
HCC. In patients without cirrhosis, a LSM of 12-15 kPa was associated
with a 42-fold higher rate of severe liver disease than a LSM of <6 kPa
(Figure A). In patients with cirrhosis, a LSM >30 kPa was associated
with a 5.4-fold higher rate of decompensation compared to a LSM of
15-17 kPa (Figure B). Incidence rates per 1000 person-years in severe
liver disease ranged from 2.1 (95%CI 1.6-2.8) to 88.9 (95%CI 73.2-
107.9) for LSM <6 kPa and 12-15 kPa, respectively. Incidence rates per
1000 person-years in decompensated cirrhosis ranged from 18.2 (95%
CI 10.3-32.0) to 109.6 (95%CI 88.9-135.1) for LSM 15-17 kPa and
>30 kPa, respectively. In patients without cirrhosis, the cumulative
incidence at two years ranged from 0.4 (0.3-0.6)% to 19.1 (15.1-23-
5)%, and at five years from 1.1 (0.8-1.6)% to 32.9 (26.9-38.9)%,
respectively.

Conclusion: Increased LSM by VCTE is associated with higher rates of
progression to cirrhosis and decompensation in a dose-response
manner. The results can be used to guide follow-up and treatment
decisions.
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Linear slope of serial FIB-4 measurements predicts liver-related
complications and correlates with cirrhosis-associated genetic
variants among patients with ALT-based NAFLD phenotype
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Figure: (abstract: 0S026): A. Patients without cirrhosis at baseline. B. Patients with cirrhosis at baseline.
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Background and aims: FIB-4 is a clinically relevant marker to track
fibrosis in patients with chronic liver disease including NAFLD/NASH.
Here, we first defined Fib-4 trajectory by linear slope of serial FIB-4
measurements as a measure of fibrosis progression, then examined
its correlation with liver-related complications and genetic associa-
tions with a non-invasive ALT-based proxy NAFLD phenotype
recently defined among participants in the VA’s Million Veteran
Program (MVP) with available clinical and genetic data (Serper et al,
PLOS ONE 2020).

Method: Individual FIB-4 slopes were estimated via linear regression
for MVP participants with greater than 4 outpatient FIB-4 values who
met criteria for proxy NAFLD phenotype based on previously
validated algorithm for chronic ALT elevation without other known
causes of chronic liver disease. Linear models were constructed
excluding outliers at >2 Cook’s distances from predicted. Patients
whose initial FIB-4 values exceeded the 90% percentile (baseline
advanced fibrosis) were assigned slopes equivalent to the 99th
percentile of the sample. The AUROCs for the coefficient of FIB-4 slope
for predicting development of cirrhosis, hepatocellular carcinoma,
ascites and death were generated. MFIB4 was then used as a
quantitative phenotype in a genome-wide association analysis
using REGENIE software. Variants were restricted to MAF >0.01 and
INFO >0.30. Three distinct racial/ethnic groups were defined for the
cohort (European, African, and Hispanic ancestry) and analyzed
separately; a trans-ancestry meta-analysis was performed with
METAL software.

Results: FIB-4 slopes were obtained from 61, 689 subjects (10, 594
African, 46, 137 European, and 4, 958 Hispanic ancestry subjects).
AUROC of FIB-4 slope for prediction of cirrhosis, hepatocellular
carcinoma or ascites were 0.75-0.76. Among European ancestry
subjects, FIB-4 slope was associated with 6 genome-wide significant
loci (p value <5 x 1078) including 3 with previously known associa-
tions to NAFLD and hepatic fibrosis (GCKR, HSD17B13, and PNPLA3).
The GWAS of African and Hispanic ancestry did not return any
significant results, however, the trans-ancestry meta-analysis iden-
tified an additional signal.

Conclusion: Fibrosis progression based on FIB-4 trajectory correlated
with clinically meaningful complications of liver disease progression,
as well as known markers of cirrhosis among patients with non-
invasive ALT-based NAFLD phenotype. Further work is ongoing to
define the use of FIB-4 trajectory and genetic risk factors as predictors
for long term outcome of chronic liver disease.
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Machine learned histological fibrosis score empowers
characterization of baseline gene signatures associated with
fibrosis progression or regression in a NASH F3/F4 clinical trial
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Background and aims: We characterized disease severity with a
machine learning (ML) analysis of liver biopsy images, and used it to
identify baseline gene signatures that are predictive of fibrosis
progression or regression in NASH.

Method: Bulk RNA-seq, HandE stained biopsy images, and patholo-
gist Ishak fibrosis scores are curated from screening and week 48
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visits in the STELLAR 3 and STELLAR 4 clinical trials (n = 1097 patients
with all end points). A continuous score for fibrosis was extracted
using convolutional neural networks (CNN) trained to predict
pathologist scores from HandE-stained biopsies (Casale et al, EASL
2020). We identify genes associated with fibrosis state by testing for
associations between baseline expression and baseline fibrosis
scores, controlling for age and sex. Fibrosis progression/regression
genes are identified by testing for associations between baseline
expression and the difference between baseline and followup fibrosis
scores after controlling for both ML and pathologist baseline fibrosis
scores, age, sex, and treatment.

Results: The continuous ML fibrosis scores are highly correlated with
pathologist Ishak scores (correlation=0.88). Variation of the ML
fibrosis score within Ishak scores exhibits similar transcriptomic
associations as variation in Ishak scores (correlation of z scores=
0.88), suggesting that the ML score identifies intra-score variability
consistent with pathologist assessed fibrosis. We identify 12, 862
genes associated with ML fibrosis state (likely driven in part by
changes in cell type composition) and 37 genes associated with ML
fibrosis progression/regression (A, B). Using the same covariates,
analysis of the ML score identifies a superset of the progression/
regression genes identified with the pathologist score (37 vs 3 genes).
Notably, the progression/regression-associated genes are not the top
state-associated genes. Progression associated genes include
expected extracellular matrix and cytoskeletal function-related
genes. Lipid metabolism genes identified include the progression
associated gene AKR1B10 (involved in hepatic carcinogenesis) and
the regression associated gene AKR1D1 (involved in resistance to
oxidative stress). Other regression associated genes identified include
metallothionein genes, involved in the protection against oxidative
stress, and CLEC4M, a liver sinusoidal endothelial cell-specific gene.
Conclusion: ML assessment of liver biopsies and the statistical
inference framework introduced herein produced insights on
baseline gene expression signatures that are predictive of and
potential drivers for NASH fibrosis progression or regression.
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Fibroscan-AST (FAST) score predicts liver-related outcomes in
1683 HIV-infected patients at risk for NAFLD
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Background and aims: Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD)
affects 35% of people living with HIV (PWH) in absence of viral
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hepatitis coinfection. About 15% of these PWH have also significant
liver fibrosis. Natural history studies employing accurate non-
invasive tools are lacking. The FibroScan-AST (FAST) score was
developed to identify patients with histologic NASH with advanced
fibrosis and elevated NAFLD activity score (NAS) associated with
higher risk of end-stage liver disease. We estimated prevalence and
evolution of severe NAFLD defined by FAST score in a large
multicenter cohort of PWH.

Method: FibroScan was performed in consecutive PWH without viral
hepatitis coinfection from three prospective cohorts in Canada and
Italy (LIVEHIV in Montreal; liver pathologies in HIV in Palermo;
Modena HIV metabolic clinic) as part of a routine screening program
for NAFLD. We compared prevalence of FAST>0.35 (90% sensitivity
and 50% specificity for NASH with >F2 fibrosis and NAS>4) and
FAST>0.67 (50% sensitivity, 90% specificity). Incidence of liver-related
outcomes (ascites, encephalopathy, variceal bleeding, hepatocellular
carcinoma) and extra-hepatic events (cancer, cardiovascular disease)
was evaluated by survival analysis.

Results: We included 1683 PWH (mean age 50.1 years, HIV duration
15.5 years, BMI 25.3 Kg/m?; 74.5% male, diabetes prevalence 32%).
Prevalence of FAST>0.35 and FAST>0.67 was 8.1% and 1.5%,
respectively. At baseline, on multivariable logistic regression higher
BMI (adjusted odds ratio [aOR] 1.15, 95% CI 1.10-1.20), longer duration
of HIV infection (aOR 1.05, 95% CI 1.02-1.07), lower CD4 cell count
(aOR 0.99, 95% CI 0.99-0.99) and male sex (2.11, 95% CI 1.22-3.65)
were associated with FAST >0.35. During a median follow-up period
of 3.5 years, incidence of liver-related and extra-hepatic outcomes
was 7% and 11.5%, respectively. Incidence of liver-related outcomes
significantly increased according to FAST score category (see Figure).
There was no difference in extra-hepatic events by FAST score
category. On multivariable Cox regression analysis, FAST score >0.35
was an independent predictor of liver-related outcomes (adjusted
hazard ratio 4.44, 95% CI 1.66-11.9) after adjusting for sex, BMI,
diabetes, duration of HIV infection, protease inhibitors exposure and
CD4 cell count.

Figure: (abstract: 0S030)

Figure: Survival curves for incidence of liver-related outcomes by FAST
score category.

Conclusion: A significant proportion of PWH without viral hepatitis
coinfection are at risk for severe NAFLD. FAST score predicts liver-
related in this population. Non-invasive testing can help risk
stratification and management in this population at risk for NASH
and associated liver-fibrosis.
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Impact of resmetirom-mediated reductions in liver volume and
steatosis compared with placebo on the quantification of fibrosis
using second harmonic generation in a serial liver biopsy study
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Background and aims: Resmetirom (MGL-3196) is a liver-directed,
orally active selective thyroid hormone receptor-p agonist that
reduces steatosis by MRI-PDFF (-43% (80 mg); —53% (100 mg),
Phase 3) and liver volume (LV) —20% (Phase 2 serial liver biopsy
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study) that were elevated at baseline. Assessment of histological
features that stage NASH fibrosis may be impacted in the setting of
decreased steatosis and LV following therapeutic intervention.
Artificial intelligence (Al)-based algorithms such as qFibrosis can
incorporate normalization procedures to account for steatosis area
and LV reduction, thereby improving the detection of fibrosis
changes. The aim of this analysis is to quantify and correct fibrosis
changes related to resmetirom-mediated steatosis and LV changes
that are not captured by NASH-CRN scoring system.

Method: Fibrosis was estimated as a continuous variable using
second harmonic generation (SHG) (gFibrosis)/two photon excited
fluorescence of 102 paired biopsy samples from MGL-3196-05, a 36-
week randomized double-blind, placebo-controlled resmetirom
phase 2 serial liver biopsy study. qFibrosis (normalized by tissue
area) was subsequently corrected for steatosis (tissue area-steatosis
area), or LV reduction determined by PDFF (volume/average volume
raw parameter based on all samples). In the final model, steatosis and
LV were both corrected prior to assessment of qFibrosis. Relative
changes in 184 fibrosis parameters were determined as (P) progres-
sing (>10%), (R) regressing (<10%) or (N) no change.

Results: In normal gFibrosis without correction, resmetirom treat-
ment resulted in a significant reduction in fibrosis (>1-point
reduction) in F3 patients compared to placebo. With LV correction,
45/184 regression parameters demonstrated significant changes after
resmetirom treatment (top panel). When steatosis and LV correction
factors were combined, 111/184 (p<0.05) regression parameters
were reduced significantly with resmetirom (bottom panel). Fibrosis
regression was observed in all regions (portal, per-portal, zone 2,
peri-central, central). Progression patterns were different from
regression and also significantly impacted by correction.
Conclusion: Quantification of changes in NASH fibrosis are impacted
by therapeutic interventions that reduce LV. Correcting the Al-based
algorithm of gFibrosis for IV and steatosis reveals the significant
impact of resmetirom across treated patients in this phase 2 study,
regardless of NASH fibrosis stage.

Alcoholic liver disease
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Survival and liver recompensation after declined for early liver
transplantation for severe alcohol-associated hepatitis
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Background and aims: Early liver transplantation (LT) for alcohol-
associated hepatitis (AH) is controversial in part because some
patients may recover, and obviate the need for LT. We aimed to (i)
determine factors associated with survival and liver recompensation
among patients with severe AH declined for early LT; (ii) delineate the
trajectory of recompensation and MELD recovery among survivors.

Method: In this retrospective, multi-center study among 5 American
Consortium of Early Liver Transplantation for Alcohol-Associated
Hepatitis (ACCELERATE-AH) sites, we randomly sampled 134 patients
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who were evaluated and then declined for early LT for severe AH
between 2012 and 2021. All had MELD>20 and less than 6 months of
abstinence at LT evaluation. Recompensation was defined as
MELD<15 without evidence of variceal bleeding, or ascites requiring
diuretics, or overt hepatic encephalopathy requiring medication.
Analyses were adjusted for center clustering.

Results: Among 134 patients (median age 49 [IQR 39-57]; 57% male;
median abstinence time 36 [IQR 14-70] days; median MELD-Na 33
[IQR 28-38]), the most common reasons for LT decline were:
psychosocial (62%), clinical improvement (16%), medical co-morbid-
ities (9%), and financial/insurance (4%). Probability of 3-month, 6-
month, and 1-year survival was 58%, 55%, and 48%. Probability of 3-
month, 6-month, and 1-year recompensation was 4%, 4%, and 6%. In
multivariable analysis, lower MELD-Na (aOR 0.8; p=0.01) and
absence of grade 3 or 4 hepatic encephalopathy (aOR 0.02; p=
0.004) were associated with 3-month survival. In multivariable
analysis, lower MELD-Na (aOR 0.9; p < 0.001), married/stable partner
(OR 2.0; p=0.001), and private (aOR 3.4; p=0.01) or Medicare (aOR
4.7; p=0.002) vs. Medicaid (reference) insurance were associated
with 6-month survival. Among patients declined due to clinical
improvement during LT evaluation, 93% were alive at 6 months, but
only 15% were recompensated. Among survivors, median MELD at 1-
month, 3-months, 6-months, and 1-year were: 28 (IQR 22-38), 26
(IQR 19-33), 15 (IQR 12-23), and 12 (IQR 8-18).

Conclusion: Liver recompensation is very rare among patients with
severe AH declined for early LT. Lower MELD was predictive of short-
and long-term survival, and marital and insurance status emerged as
strong predictors of long-term survival. The distinction between
survival and liver recompensation after LT evaluation for severe AH
would benefit from further attention.
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Role of macrophage-derived MLKL in alcohol-associated liver
disease
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Background and aims: Mixed Lineage Kinase Domain like
Pseudokinase (MLKL), a key downstream effector of necroptosis,
also has non-necroptotic functions in regulating intracellular and
extracellular vesicle trafficking that disrupts the balance between cell
death and survival, critical for regulating liver injury and inflamma-
tion in alcohol-associated liver disease (ALD). Previously, we
observed that MIkI~/~ mice were partially protected from ethanol-
induced injury. Immunohistochemical staining of liver biopsies from
patients with alcohol-associated hepatitis (AH) revealed that
phospho-MLKL was localized to both hepatocytes and mononuclear
immune cells. Moreover, MLKL co-localized with macrophage marker
F4/80 in liver of ethanol-fed mice. Given the important contribution
of macrophages to the pathogenesis of ALD, we hypothesized that
macrophage-derived MLKL has a potential role in ethanol-induced
injury.

Method: Primary mouse Kupffer cells (mKCs) isolated from MikI~/~
and wild type (WT) mice and peripheral monocytes from healthy
controls (HC) and patients with AH, treated or not with an inhibitor of
MLKL, were used in phagocytosis assays. Bone marrow transplants
between Mlkl~'~ mice and littermates were conducted to distinguish
the role of myeloid vs non-myeloid MLKL in the Gao-binge murine
model of ALD.

Results: Challenge of macrophages with lipopolysaccharide (LPS)
induced STAT1-mediated expression and phosphorylation of MLKL,
as well as translocation and oligomerization of MLKL to intracellular
compartments including phagosomes and lysosomes, but not the
plasma membrane. LPS enhanced uptake and degradation of pHrodo
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red E.coli bioparticles by mKCs, whilst ethanol impaired this
phagocytic process. Pharmacological or genetic inhibition of MLKL
suppressed phagocytic capability of mKCs both at baseline or in
response to LPS with/without ethanol, as well as peripheral
monocytes isolated from both HC and patients with AH.
Additionally, in vivo study showed that MIkl deficiency in non-
myeloid cells (WT—MIkl~"=) had no effect on Gao-binge ethanol-
induced injury; in contrast, ethanol-induced hepatic injury, steatosis
and inflammation were exacerbated in MIkI~/~—WT chimeric mice.
MIkl~-—WT mice also had elevated numbers of hepatic macro-
phages, monocytes and neutrophils in response to ethanol. Flow
cytometry analysis of non-parenchymal cells demonstrated that Mkl
deficiency in myeloid cells suppressed Gao-binge-triggered F4/80"
macrophage death via necrosis/necroptosis. Furthermore, MIkl
deficiency in myeloid cells exacerbated ethanol-mediated bacterial
burden in livers, likely through inhibiting expression of phagocytic
receptors.

Conclusion: Together, these data indicate that macrophage-derived
MLKL restricts ethanol-induced liver inflammation and injury by
regulating hepatic innate cell homeostasis and phagocytosis of
macrophage.
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Baseline plasma metabolic phenotype of patients with severe
alcoholic hepatitis and its association with outcome
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Liver and Biliary Sciences, Molecular and Cellular Medicine, New Delhi,
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Email: jassi2param@gmail.com

Background and aims: Severe alcoholic hepatitis (SAH) has a high
mortality and corticosteroid therapy is effective in reducing 28-day
mortality in only about 60% of patients. There are reliable clinical
indicators predicting steroid non-response after 7 days of therapy
(Lille score >0.45).

Method: Plasma metabolic phenotype was studied using ultra-high-
performance liquid chromatography and high-resolution mass
spectrometry to identify corticosteroid non-responders at baseline.
Altogether, 223 SAH patients were included, 70 in derivative [50
responders (R) and 20 non-responders (NR)] and 153 in validation
cohort [136 R, 17 NR]. Temporal change in the metabolic profile and
Weighted Metabolome Correlation Network Analysis (WMCNA) were
performed and correlated to disease severity.

Results: Of the 713 annotated features (metabolomic/biochemical/
spectral databases), 8 plasma metabolites significantly discriminated
non-responders; most importantly high urobilinogen (13-fold),
cholesterol sulfate (6.9-fold), AMP (4.7-fold), N-Formimino-L-glu-
tamate (4.3-fold), tryptophan (4.7 folds), and low 4-imidazoleacetate
(10 fold), urocanic acid (2.2 fold) and thymine (2.4 fold) levels.
Additionally, plasma urobilinogen, AMP, and cholesterol sulfate
discriminated non-survivors (p <0.01). Temporal change in metab-
olite expression was higher in responders (p<0.05). WMCNA
identified metabolite modules and linked pathways specific to NR
and mortality with disease severity (r>0.7; P<0.01). In validation
cohort, baseline plasma urobilinogen (C05791) showed high reliabil-
ity [AUC = 0.94, 0.91-0.97] for predicting non-response with hazard-
ratio of 1.5 (1.2-1.6) for mortality prediction. C05791 at 10 log
(arbitrary units) cut-off reliably segregated non-survivors (p value
<0.01, log-rank test) and showed 98% accuracy, 99% sensitivity and
98% specificity using Random Forest-based Machine-Learning model.
Conclusion: Plasma metabolome signatures can predict pre-therapy
steroid response and disease outcome in patients with SAH. Baseline
plasma urobilinogen levels should be used for determining cortico-
steroid response.

0S034

Il-1beta Signal Inhibition in acute alcoholic hepatitis: a
multicentre, randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled phase
2 trial of canakinumab therapy (ISAIAH)
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Background and aims: Short-term mortality in acute alcohol-related
hepatitis (AAH) patients is high and available therapy does not result
in durable benefit. A role for IL-1beta has been demonstrated in the
pathogenesis of alcohol-induced steatohepatitis in mice. This study
explored the safety and potential benefits of canakinumab (CAN), a
monoclonal antibody targeting IL-1beta, for patients with AAH in a
double-blind placebo (PBO)-controlled randomised trial.

Method: Patients with biopsy-confirmed AAH and discriminant
function >32 but MELD <27 were randomly allocated 1:1 to receive
either CAN 3 mg/kg or PBO once in 4 weeks. Liver biopsies were taken
before and 28 days after treatment. The primary end point was
histological improvement at 28 days compared to baseline, adjudi-
cated by 3 independent histopathologists who were blinded to
treatment allocation. Key secondary end points were the proportions
of Lille responders; changes in MELD; and death within 90 days.
Adverse events, including infections, were compared between groups.
Results: Fifty-seven patients were randomised: 29 CAN vs 28 PBO.
Two patients were withdrawn with negative biopsy results; 1 did not
receive allocated intervention due to an adverse event and a further 6
did not attend for second biopsy. Data were therefore available for 48
patients for primary end point analysis. In CAN-treated patients, 14/
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24 (58.3%) demonstrated histological improvement compared to
10/24 (41.7%) PBO-treated patients, a difference of 16.7% (p = 0.248).
Regression models did not identify significant improvement of CAN-
therapy on prognostic scores of liver function such as Lille model or
MELD. Four of the 55 AAH patients (7.3%) in the intention-to-treat
analysis died within 90 days: 2 in each group. There were 20 vs 29
serious adverse events occurring in 10 vs 10 patients (CAN vs PBO).
There were no safety signals: of the 49 serious adverse events, 6 were
infectious complications of which 1/20 (5%) occurred in CAN-treated
and 5/29 (17%) occurred in PBO-treated patients. In exploratory
analyses after adjustment for baseline prognostic factors, CAN
therapy was associated with overall histological improvement (p =
0.04), improvement in mononuclear cell infiltrate (p=0.06), and
reduction in serum AST (p=0.02).

Conclusion: CAN therapy in AAH demonstrated a good safety profile
but did not alter biochemical or clinical outcomes compared to PBO.
After adjustment for baseline prognostic factors, CAN was associated
with histological improvements that did not translate into improved
prognostic scores of liver function nor survival.

Outcome Canakinumab Placebo P
Histological Improvement (%) 58.3 41.7 0.25
Lille response (% Lille score<0.45) 22.2 25.0 0.8
Day 28 median MELD change -5.07 -6.50 0.14
Day 28 median GAHS change -2 -2 0.69
SAEs (n) 20 29 -
Infection SAEs (n) 1 5 0.38
0S035

Probiotic LGG-derived exosome-like nanoparticles inhibit ALD
through intestinal FXR activation in mice: role of miR194 and bile
acids

Wenke Feng!, Mengwei Jiang', Fengyuan Li', Craig J. McClain',

Lihua Zhang', Jiyeon Lee'. "University of Louisville, Medicine, Louisville,
United States

Email: wenke.feng@louisville.edu

Background and aims: Patients with alcohol-associated liver disease
(ALD) often exhibit excessive bile acid (BA) accumulation and
steatosis. Farnesoid X receptor (FXR)-fibroblast growth factor 15/19
(FGF15/19) signaling plays a critical role in hepatic lipid and BA
metabolism. In this study, we aimed to investigate whether alcohol
exposure reduced BA-mediated intestinal FXR activation and
increased intestinal miR194 expression that suppressed Fxr mRNA
expression, and whether Lactobacillus rhamnosus GG-derived
exosome-like nanoparticles (LDNPs) attenuated ALD through regu-
lation of intestinal miR194-FXR-FGF15 signaling in mice.

Method: C57BL/6, global Fgf15 knockout (Fgf157/"), and intestinal
epithelial cell-specific Fxr knockout (Fxr*'E€) mice were administered
the NIAAA binge-on-chronic model alcohol exposure protocol.
Probiotic strain Lactobacillus rhamnosus GG was cultured and LDNPs
were isolated from the culture supernatant.

Results: Alcohol feeding increased intestinal miR194 expression,
which suppressed intestine Fxr and subsequently Fgf15 expression,
resulting in a reduced circulation FGF15 protein level. Gut microbiota-
mediated BA transformation was dysregulated by alcohol leading to
the decreased ligand-mediated FXR activation. Reduced FXR-FGF15
signaling resulted in an increase in hepatic BA synthesis and
lipogenesis and liver injury. Importantly, three-day oral administra-
tion of LDNPs suppressed hepatic BA synthesis and lipogenesis and
protected the liver from alcohol-induced injury. We further showed
that LDNP treatment decreased intestinal miR194 and increased FXR-
FGF15 signaling. miR194 suppressing intestinal Fxr mRNA expression
was further confirmed in in Caco-2 cells and mouse enteroid. miR194
mimic decreased, and miR194 inhibitor increased, Fxr mRNA
expression. Fecal and serum FXR activity was decreased by alcohol
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and restored by LDNP treatment. Importantly, the beneficial effects of
LDNP were eliminated in intestinal Fxr*E¢ and Fgf15~/~ mice.
Conclusion: Our results demonstrate that increased intestinal
miR194 suppresses Fxr expression resulting in a defective FXR-
FGF15 gut-liver signaling in ALD. LDNP treatment inhibits alcohol-
induced liver injury by suppressing intestinal miR194 and improving
BA profile that lead to an activated FXR-FGF15 signaling to suppress
BA de novo synthesis and lipogenesis during ALD development.
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Does screening for liver fibrosis change alcohol consumption,
diet, and exercise? A prospective cohort study on the
consequences of screening in 2, 764 individuals
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Background and aims: There is a growing interest in screening for
liver fibrosis, and a belief that early disease detection will lead to
lifestyle changes in screening-positive individuals. However, this
assumption is not based in evidence. We therefore evaluated self-
reported lifestyle changes after screening for liver fibrosis.

Method: Prospective study of participants from the general popula-
tion at risk of alcohol related (ALD) or non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
(NAFLD). All were screened with transient elastography (TE) and all
participants, independently on TE, were given information on
recommended lifestyle changes. We considered TE >8 kPa as screen-
ing positive. All participants received an online questionnaire on
lifestyle changes one week and six months after the screening visit.
Results: We included 2, 764 participants, 1, 273 at risk of ALD and 1,
491 at risk of NAFLD. Median age was 58 years (52-64), 54% were
male, and 268 (10%) had an elevated TE >8 kPa. Response rate was
high, at 89% after one week and 85% after six months. After one week,
half of the ALD group (50%) reported abstinence, or a decrease in
alcohol consumption, while only 0.8% reported an increase in alcohol
consumption. Screening sustained its effect on alcohol consumption
after six months (figure), with a reported median alcohol intake
decreasing 8 units/week in the ALD group. Screening-positive
subjects disclosed more pronounced reductions in alcohol intake
than screening negatives (decreased 13 vs 6 units/week), and a
positive screening test predicted alcohol abstinence (odds ratio 2.9,
95% CI 1.8-4.7). We observed the same pattern for diet and exercise:
After one week, 26% of all respondents reported that they consumed
less food and/or more healthy food, increasing to 34% after six
months. This was most pronounced in the at-risk of NAFLD group
(Figure), where a positive screening test predicted improved diet (OR
1.8, 1.3-2.4). Both groups reported comparable improvements in
exercise (figure). In the NAFLD group, 23% reported a weight loss
exceeding 3 kg after six months, and a positive screening test
predicted a weight loss above 3 kg (OR 3.5, 1.2-10.5).
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Figure: Lifestyle changes after 6 months.

Journal of Hepatology 2022 vol. 77(S1) | S1-5118 S35


mailto:wenke.feng@louisville.edu
mailto:maria.kjaergaard@rsyd.dk

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Conclusion: After being screened for liver fibrosis, participants
report improved lifestyle, with both acute and sustained changes in
alcohol consumption, diet, exercise, and weight loss. The changes are
most pronounced in participants with elevated liver stiffness, but not
limited to this.

Fibrosis
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Peroxidasin deficiency re-programs macrophages toward pro-
fibrolysis function and promotes collagen resolution in liver
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Background and aims: Non-alcoholic liver disease (NAFLD) is
stimulated by excessive fat deposition in hepatocytes. During
NAFLD, inflammation and activation of tissue repair mechanisms
replaces necrotic tissue with extracellular matrix (ECM), which are
stabilized into a complex fibrotic scar and creates fibrosis. Peroxidasin
(PXDN) is a peroxidase enzyme that is known to stabilize ECM
proteins through cross-linking of collagen molecules. In this project,
we aim to investigate the expression and function of PXDN during the
development of liver fibrosis.

Method: Pxdn~/~ and Pxdn** mice were fed with a choline-deficient
L-amino acid-defined high-fat diet (CDAHFD) for 16 weeks to create a
NAFLD-HCC preclinical model. Liver histology, collagen content, flow
cytometry, immunostaining of immune cells, RNA-seq, and liver
function tests were analyzed. In vivo imaging of liver reactive oxygen
species (ROS) was performed using a redox-active iron complex, Fe-
PyC3A.

Results: Genome-wide expression analysis of liver tissue and
differential gene expression (DGE) combined with Gene Ontology
(GO) analysis identified significant upregulation of genes associated
with hypoxia and TNFa signaling pathways already in Pxdn™~ sham
livers (without injury). Using Fe-PyC3A as an MRI contrast agent, we
detected a higher content of ROS in Pxdn /" livers (healthy) that could
activate hypoxia-related molecular pathways. In addition, we
observed an upregulation of genes involved in the innate immune
response, leukocyte activation, and chemotaxis. After 16 weeks of
CDAHFD, gross analysis of collected liver showed no HCC nodule
formation in Pxdn™/~ mice while 60% of the WT mice had HCC tumors.
Collagen staining showed less collagen accumulation in Pxdn~~ mice.
Flow cytometry of macrophages showed Pxdn~~ mice had increased
pro-healing M2 macrophages recruitment in early- and mid-stage
NAFLD (4 weeks and 8 weeks on CDAHFD) compared to WT controls.
In addition, we observed a significant decrease in the number of CD3*
Tcells and CD8* cytotoxic T cells in the late-stage of NAFLD in Pxdn KO
mice. DGE analysis revealed that IL-12 is highly expressed in Pxdn™/~
injured livers. Additionally, multiple other T cell-related molecules
such as IL-10, IL-6, CCL2, IL-7, and CD4 were elevated in Pxdn™~

injured liver. Elevation of these cytokines is an indicator for higher
recruitment of pro-healing and anti-HCC macrophage to the site of
injury.

Conclusion: Our findings demonstrate that PXDN deficiency is
associated with the induction of the hypoxia and TNFa signaling
pathways and the recruitment of pro-healing and anti-HCC macro-
phages to the liver. This results in significantly decreased collagen
stabilization during liver fibrosis and accelerates fibrosis reversal. In
addition, recruited macrophages-controlled T cell response and
inhibited HCC formation in Pxdn™~ mice.
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Background and aims: Liver fibrosis is the key risk factor for
hepatocellular carcinoma, a leading cause of cancer death world-
wide. Approved anti-fibrotic therapies are absent and most com-
pounds in clinical development have limited anti-fibrotic efficacy.
The circadian clock (CC) is a major regulator of liver metabolism, but
its role in the pathogenesis of liver fibrosis and as a potential
therapeutic target is unknown.

Method: We utilized liver specific CC-mutant mice to establish the
molecular relationship between the CC-oscillator and TGF-beta
signaling under physiological conditions. Moreover, we profiled the
circadian gene expression pattern in patient-derived models for
NASH and fibrotic liver disease including primary human hepato-
cytes, human myofibroblasts, spheroids and a human liver chimeric
mouse model for diet-induced fibrotic liver disease. Furthermore, we
performed functional studies using small molecules targeting CC
components.

Results: Here we show that the physiological liver CC-oscillator is
temporally restricting (gating) TGF-beta signaling and that this
regulation is lost in metabolic liver disease progressing to fibrosis. The
loss of TGF-beta signaling regulation leads to constitutive expression
of genes driving fibrosis in patients. Mechanistic studies in primary
human hepatocytes and myofibroblasts revealed a reciprocal rela-
tionship between increased TGF-beta-driven fibrotic-signaling and
the CC, which we confirmed in patient-derived liver spheroids and in
two mouse models for NASH-driven fibrosis. Remarkably, a pharma-
cological restoration of REV-ERB-alpha activity markedly inhibited
fibrosis in a human liver chimeric NASH mouse model in vivo and
spheroids generated from patients with liver fibrosis.

Conclusion: We discovered that the perturbation of the liver CC plays
a key role in the pathogenesis of liver fibrosis. Furthermore, our in
vivo and ex vivo studies in patient-derived models suggest that
targeting REV-ERB-alpha is an effective approach for treatment of
liver fibrosis-an important and rising global unmet medical need.
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The proteomic analysis of hepatic stellate cell differentiation from
iPSCs identifies RORalpha as an antifibrogenic target
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Background and aims: Understanding the embryonic development
of Hepatic stellate cells (HSCs) and their activation is fundamental to
develop new therapeutic strategies. We developed a protocol to
differentiate iPSCs to HSCs by sequential addition of growth factors.
We hypothesis that the differentiation protocol may be an excellent
tool for drug discovery. By performing a time course proteomic
characterization, we envision to understand the protein dynamics
across differentiation and identify transcription factors involved in
the maintenance HSC phenotype and cell activation.

Method: MS proteomics was performed in 4 independent differ-
entiations of iPSC to HSCs and primary human HSCs. Seven staggerer
mice (RORA—/-) and their wildtype littermates were treated with
CCl4 during 4 weeks. Fourteen mice were treated with CCl4 and 7
were treated with the RORA agonist SR1078. qPCR, immunofluores-
cence and immunohistochemistry assays were used as validation.
RORA expression was evaluated in a cohort of 25 patients with
alcohol and metabolic associated chronic liver disease.

Results: Proteomic results indicated that iPSC-HSC differentiation
occurred in three stages: undifferentiated phase (Day 0 to 4),
intermediate fetal stage (Day 6 to 8) and final maturation stage
(Day 10 to 12). Developmental markers of fetal HSC, such as VIM,
ALCAM, FBLN1 and DCN were sequentially expressed and followed by
mature HSC markers, indicating the recapitulation of the embryonic
development in vitro. Pathway analysis of iPSC-HSCs and primary
HSCs revealed RORA as an important transcription factor in HSC
phenotype and commitment. Experimentally, we first evaluated the
effect of RORA on HSC development. iPSC-HSC across differentiation
were treated with SR1078, which increased the expression of HSC
phenotype and quiescence markers such as RELN, PCDH7, LRAT and
LHX2. Next, we evaluated the role of RORA on HSC activation by
treating iPSC-HSCs, which decreased the expression of ACTA2 and
increased the expression of quiescent markers (LRAT and LHX2). In
vivo studies with the staggerer mice, showed an increased fibrotic
content by Sirius Red staining and an increased gene expression of
fibrogenic markers such as ACTA2, collagens and MMPs in the mutant
group. In addition, SR1078 treatment of CCl4 mice showed a
reduction of collagen deposition and aSMA staining, together with
areduced expression of fibrogenic markers. In patients, expression of
RORA correlated negatively with fibrogenic markers and MELD Score.
These results suggest that RORA plays a role in the progression of liver
fibrosis.

Conclusion: The present study demonstrates that the differentiation
protocol is a new and reliable tool for the study of HSC biology and the
discovery of new antifibrogenic targets. Moreover, we identify RORA
as a targetable transcription factor to mitigate liver fibrosis.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

0S040

Stellate cell dynamics in progression and regression of hepatic
fibrosis
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Background and aims: Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) is a
metabolic liver disease characterized by hepatic lipid accumulation,
chronic inflammation and fibrosis, in which fibrogenic myofibro-
blasts are central players. These scar-forming cells are derived mainly
from activated hepatic stellate cells (HSCs). NASH and cirrhosis were
traditionally considered irreversible conditions, but clinical studies
have demonstrated that they can be reversed. HSC inactivation seems
to be a key mechanism, but the inactivation process is poorly
understood. This prompted us to characterize HSC dynamics at
single-cell resolution during the induction and regression of NASH-
associated fibrosis in vivo.

Method: Lrat-cre/mCherry knock-in mice were fed a western diet
(WD) combined with carbon tetrachloride (CCl,) for eight weeks
(treated) or chow diet (untreated). Regression of liver disease was
studied four weeks after WD/CCl, cessation (reversal ). RNA-sequen-
cing, single-cell RNA-sequencing and immunohistochemistry/
immunofluorescence were performed to investigate HSC activation
and inactivation.

Results: NASH regression led to profound changes at histological,
whole-liver transcriptional, and single-cell levels. We annotated 14
discrete hepatic populations including activated and quiescent HSCs
in our single-cell data set obtained from treated, reversal, and
untreated mice. We next performed gene expression distribution
analyses of cells within and across treatment groups to stratify the
HSC population. We here identified HSC subpopulations relating to
NASH regression; potentially inactivated HSCs and HSCs that had
reverted towards a more quiescent state. Additionally, using single-
cell gene regulatory network analysis we determined specific gene-
regulatory networks for the aforementioned HSC subpopulations.
Conclusion: Our results broaden our understanding of HSC transi-
tions in the liver during induction and regression of NASH, and
suggest new molecular mechanisms that could mediate the HSC
inactivation and reversion during NASH resolution.
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Background and aims: Activation of hepatic stellate cells (HSCs) by
TGF-beta plays a central role in fibrotic changes related to Non-
Alcoholic Steatohepatitis (NASH). We aimed to establish a screenable
in vitro system for identification of anti-fibrotic targets in activated
HSCs. This required the development of a novel machine learning
(ML) framework which was used to characterize a large cohort of
control and NASH induced pluripotent stem cell-derived HSCs
(iHSCs).

Method: We differentiated iHSCs from 56 iPSC lines and character-
ized them using high content imaging and single cell (sc) RNA-seq
analysis. For ML image analysis, we derived a novel deep learning
method that was tasked with producing informative featurizations of
segmented cell images, followed by covariate correction.
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Transcriptomic datasets were featurized using a state-of-the-art
archetypal analysis based framework. Using each of our transcrip-
tomic and imaging datasets separately, and viewing pHSCs as ground
truth, we quantified three quality metrics for iHSCs: (i) predictiveness
of TGF-beta response in an ML classifier trained on pHSCs; (ii)
separation between TGF-beta and DMSO in an unsupervised ML
model; (iii) similarity of the overall cell state distribution between
iHSCs and pHSCs.

Results: The established ML framework provided informative
featurizations of our cellular assays and allowed for the correction
of experimental artifacts. We showed robustness of TGF-beta-
induced ML phenotype in pHSCs both in imaging and transcriptomics
(mean AUC 0.96 for out-of-line assessment in imaging, Figure 1A;
mean AUC 0.98 in transcriptomics, data not shown). Interpretation of
learned ML phenotypes revealed insights into the TGF-beta respon-
siveness of pHSCs. This allowed us to utilize multi-parametric criteria
to evaluate the cohort of iHSCs. We observed a strong correlation
between transcriptomic and imaging characterizations used for the
ranking of iHSC lines (spearman = 0.66, p=8.7 * 107>, Figure 1B).

Conclusion: We developed a state-of-the-art approach for the
characterization of HSC morphological and transcriptional pheno-
types. Using the developed framework, we successfully modeled
TGF-beta-induced activation signatures in HSCs. These image-based
phenotypic assays paired with high-performance ML models present
unique opportunities for genetic and chemical screens and the
discovery of novel fibrosis targets.
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Biliary epithelial cell-specific RAGE controls ductular reaction-
mediated fibrosis during cholestasis
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Background and aims: Ductular reaction (DR) is the hallmark of
cholestatic diseases characterized by the proliferation of bile ductules
lined by biliary epithelial cells (BECs). DR is thought to serve as a
reparative and regenerative mechanism in the damaged liver to
compensate for the anatomical or functional loss of the biliary

system. Surprisingly, it is also commonly associated with increased
risk of fibrosis, cirrhosis and liver cancer. The Receptor for Advanced
Glycation End Products (RAGE, encoded by Ager) was identified as a
critical mediator of DR during chronic injury and carcinogenesis
(Pusterla et al. Hepatology. 2013.). Nevertheless, whether DR is
reparative or detrimental to the liver during cholestasis remains
elusive. Thus, we aimed to delineate the specific function of RAGE on
DR and its potential association with fibrosis in the context of
cholestasis.

Method: We utilized a biliary tracing reporter murine model
(R26™™Hnf1bCreER) and deleted Ager conditionally in BECs.
Choline-deficient ethionine-supplemented (CDE) diet was fed to
the mice for three weeks to induce cholestasis. RNA-seq of FACS-
sorted primary BECs from CDE-challenged mice, immunofluores-
cence (IF) staining and multi-modal 3D architectural staining were
employed to investigate the role of BEC-specific RAGE activity in DR
and fibrosis. In vitro co-culture assays of BECs and hepatic stellate cells
(HSCs) combined with flow cytometry and mass spectrometry
analysis were utilized to delineate the newly identified RAGE-
dependent paracrine crosstalk between BECs and HSCs.

Results: BEC-specific deletion of Ager strongly impairs ductular
reaction. Remarkably, the number of stellate cell is substantially
diminished concomitantly with an attenuation of bridging fibrosis.
RNA-seq data revealed a RAGE-dependent mechanistic role of BECs in
the modulation of cholestasis-induced fibrosis. Classical fibrotic
mediators and ECM genes were differentially expressed between
Ager wildtype and knockout BECs. Flow cytometry of direct co-
culture assay demonstrated that HSCs were activated by BECs in
RAGE-dependent manner. Mass spectrometry and indirect co-culture
analysis, combined with immunohistochemistry analyses of livers
from CDE-treated mice showed that BEC-derived secretory JAG
protein activates Notch signalling in HSC in trans.

Conclusion: This present study provides a novel insight into the
adverse consequence of DR in cholestasis-associated fibrosis.
Although hypothesized to provide a regenerative mechanism
during cholestasis, it is evident that BEC-specific RAGE activity
enhances DR- associated fibrosis via a trans-regulatory mechanism in
the current CDE diet model. We demonstrate that Notch signaling in
HSCs is activated by BEC in RAGE-dependent manner via paracrine
JAG protein, thereby turning HSCs into a myofibroblastic phenotype
to establish a profibrotic milieu.
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Young-onset diabetes mellitus increases the risk of liver-related
events in patients with non-alcoholic fatty liver disease

Xinrong Zhang!, Grace Lai-Hung Wong', Terry Cheuk-Fung Yip',
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Background and aims: The prevalence of type 2 diabetes (T2D) in
young people is increasing, but little is known regarding the
association between age of onset of T2D and risk of liver-related
events. This study aimed to determine the incidence of liver-related
events of patients of different ages of onset of T2D.

Method: We conducted a retrospective territory-wide cohort study
of adult patients with non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD)
diagnosed between January 1, 2000 and June 30, 2021. T2D was
defined by exposure to any antidiabetic agents, haemoglobin A;.
>6.5%, fasting plasma glucose >7.0 mmol/L in two measurements at
least one month apart, and/or ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes. The
primary end point was liver-related events, defined as a composite
end point of HCC and cirrhotic complications. Fine-Gray model was
used to adjust for competing risk of death.

Results: We analysed data from 30, 360 NAFLD patients (mean age,
56.4 + 13.4 years; 46.0% men); a total of 15, 430 cases of T2D and 456
cases of liver-related events were recorded over a follow-up of 151,
051 person-years. Starting the follow-up at age 60 years, liver-related
event rates per 1,000 person-years were 1.05 in patients without T2D
at age 60 years, 2.90 for patients with T2D onset <5 years earlier, 2.77
for 6 to 10 years earlier, and 4.26 for >10 years earlier. In multivariable
analysis adjusting for gender, hypertension, dyslipidaemia, cirrhosis,
use of metformin, insulin and aspirin, compared with patients
without T2D at age 60, the adjusted hazard ratio of liver-related
events was 2.58 (95% confidence interval [CI], 1.49-4.45; p <0.001) in
patients with T2D onset <5 years earlier, 2.70 (95% CI, 1.45-5.03; p=
0.002) for T2D 6 to 10 years earlier, and 5.00 (95% CI, 2.35-10.60; p <
0.001) for diabetes onset >10 years earlier (Figure). Linear trend test
(p<0.001) indicated a graded association between age of onset of
T2D and risk of liver-related events.

Conclusion: Younger-onset T2D increases the risk of liver-related
events. Further studies should determine the role of fibrosis
assessment and more aggressive treatment of steatohepatitis in this
high-risk group.

Figure: Association between age of onset of T2D and risk of liver-related
events (reference group was patients who did not have T2D at the corre-
sponding ages).
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Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease patients have worse health-
related quality of life compared to the general population
irrespective of their fibrosis stage: results from a prospective
multicenter UK study
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Background and aims: Health-related quality of life (HRQL) is
impaired in patients with chronic liver disease, including those with
non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD). The primary aim of the
study was to assess the HRQL of patients with NAFLD and compare
this to the general population. Secondary aims were to examine the
associations of fibrosis severity and metabolic comorbidities with
impairments in HRQL.

Method: We included 561 consecutive patients with NAFLD
prospectively evaluated in 4 UK secondary care centres between
2016 and 2019. Patients completed two HRQL questionnaires: the EQ-
5D-5L and the Chronic Liver Disease Questionnaire (CLDQ).
Demographic and clinical information, liver stiffness by transient
elastography and/or liver biopsy results and history of cirrhosis were
recorded. A general population sub-cohort of the Health Survey of
England 2018 without alcohol misuse who had completed the EQ-
5D-5L was used as a comparator. For the comparison of HRQL in
NAFLD patients and the general population, propensity-score (PS)
matching was performed, according to age, sex and body mass index
(BMI).

Results: The EQ-5D-5L index was significantly lower in 514 NAFLD
patients compared to the 514 PS-matched healthy controls (0.762 +
0.276 vs 0.844 +0.200, p <0.001). The difference was also significant
in a subgroup of NAFLD patients without advanced fibrosis (F < 3 or LS
<8 kPa) compared to the general population (0.781 £ 0.276 vs 0.845 +
0.200, p<0.001). Among NAFLD patients, the EQ-5D-5L index, EQ-
visual analogue scale (VAS) and CLDQ scores were significantly lower
in patients with cirrhosis compared to patients without cirrhosis (p =
0.021, p=0.011 and p = 0.001 respectively). However, in patients with
NASH, there was no difference between patients with and without
advanced fibrosis on any of the HRQL measures.

Liver stiffness was the only factor significantly associated with lower
scores in all HRQL measures, both in the whole patient population
and in non-cirrhotic patients.

In multivariate analysis, the EQ-5D-5L index was negatively asso-
ciated with type II diabetes, depression and osteoarthritis both in the
whole patient population and in patients without cirrhosis. EQ-VAS
was associated with age, sex, BMI, depression and osteoarthritis in all
patients and non-cirrhotic patients.

Lower CLDQ scores were associated with lower age, male sex,
presence of type II diabetes, ischemic heart disease, depression and
osteoarthritis in all patients; in the sub-group of non-cirrhotic
patients, lower CLDQ was associated with male sex, type II diabetes
and depression.

Conclusion: HRQL is similar for NASH patients with or without
advanced fibrosis. However, even those without advanced fibrosis (LS
<8 kPa or F<3) have worse HRQL compared to the general
population, implying that a multi-disciplinary management is
required for NAFLD patients, irrespectively of their disease severity.
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Genetics of liver fat and volume associate with altered
metabolism and whole body magnetic resonance imaging
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Background and aims: An improved understanding of the under-
lying biological mechanisms of genetic variation linked to liver fat
and volume is pivotal for translational and prevention efforts to tackle
liver disease. Here we aim to gain biological insight of liver fat and
volume loci using a novel image analysis approach allowing whole-
body voxel-wise associations to tissue volume and fat content as well
as a large set of other phenotypes.

Method: Liver volume was measured from neck-to-knee water-fat
MRI images collected in UK Biobank cohort using a deep learning-
based segmentation approach. Liver proton density fat fraction
(PDFF) were readily available for 4, 613 subjects. Using deep
regression on the above mentioned neck-to-knee MRI images, liver
PDFF was inferred for remaining subjects. We conducted a genome-
wide association analysis (GWAS) of liver fat (n=27, 243) and liver
volume (n =24, 752) on non-related European participants of the UK
Biobank cohort. We further investigated the associated genetic loci in
association with whole body composition in high-resolution ana-
tomical correlation voxel-based maps (“Imiomics”). We also analyzed
these loci with various biomarkers and liver disease using independ-
ent UK Biobank participants (n =310, 239).

Figure: (abstract: 0S045)

Results: We confirmed four previously identified liver fat variants
TMG6SF2 rs8107974, TM6SF2 rs188247550, APOE rs429358 and PNPLA3
rs738408. A positive and highly specific relationship was observed
between liver fat-associated variants and fat fraction in liver area
(PNPLA3 15738408 Figure 1). The liver fat-increasing allele of all four
genetic variants were positively associated with alanine aminotrans-
ferase, conjugated bilirubin while negatively associated with total
cholesterol, triglycerides and low-density lipoprotein cholesterol
biomarkers. For liver volume, we identified two novel independent
variants CENPW 151490384, ADH4 rs6858148 and confirm eight
previously identified variants SFN rs75460349, GCKR rs1260326,
TNFSF10 1rs79287178, PPP1R3B rs4240624, REEP3 rs7896518, TNKS2
rs10881959, and PDIA3 rs139974673. We observed a heterogeneous
pattern for association with body composition and biomarkers, as for
CENPW 151490384, with strong positive association with muscle
tissue volume in neck, abdomen, thigh and hip as well as heart and
liver volume among both males and females (Figure 1). Two liver fat
and three liver volume-associated genetic variants were positively
associated with non-alcoholic fatty liver disease and chronic liver
disease.

Conclusion: We report two novel liver volume loci and provide
specific association with voxel-based maps body composition
architecture while confirming previously reported liver fat and
volume genetic variants. Liver fat-associated variants were positively
associated with liver injury markers and negatively associated with
dyslipidemia biomarkers.
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Hepatic steatosis is not associated with increased mortality in the
elderly-time for a paradigm shift?
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Background and aims: Fatty liver disease has been associated with
excess mortality. Screening for hepatic steatosis in patients with
metabolic dysfunction is therefore widely advocated. However, the
association between hepatic steatosis and mortality amongst
community-dwelling elderly individuals is unclear.

Method: We studied participants of an ongoing prospective cohort:
the Rotterdam Study. Individuals aged >65 years were enrolled from
2009 to 2014 and were followed through 2018. Steatosis was assessed
by ultrasound, and liver stiffness by transient elastography.
Subsequently, NAFLD was defined as steatosis in the absence of
excessive alcohol consumption, viral hepatitis, or steatogenic drug
use; and MAFLD was defined as steatosis with either overweight,
diabetes, or at least two minor metabolic dysfunction criteria. The
association between steatosis and liver stiffness with mortality risk
was assessed using Cox regression analysis adjusted for age, sex,
education, smoking, the individual components of the metabolic
syndrome, heart failure, coronary heart disease, and stroke.

Figure 1: Mortality risk among the elderly with steatosis

HR HR-Plot
Entire population 0.87
Age
65-70 0.98
70-75 0.86
75+ 0.85
Sex
Male 0.91
Female 0.81
Metabolic syndrome 0.74
Hypertension 0.81
(pre)diabetes 0.80
Hypo-HDL 0.82
Hypertriglyceridemia 0.88
High waist 0.79

circumference
Elevated liver enzymes  0.94
Cardiovascular disease 0.91

Results were obtained with Cox regression analysis. The fully
adjusted model was adjusted for age, sex, education, smoking,
alcohol, the individual components of the metabolic syndrome
(hypertension, (pre)diabetes, hypo-HDL, hypertriglyceridemia,
and high waist circumference), heart failure, coronary heart
disease and stroke. Abbreviations: ClI, confidence interval; HDL,
high-density lipoprotein; HR, hazard rate.
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Results: We included 4.093 elderly participants (aged 74.4 +6.6;
42.7% male, BMI 27.6 + 4.2 kg/m?, 44.9% metabolic syndrome), 36.8%
had ultrasound-based steatosis and 7.1% had liver stiffness >8.0 kPa.
During the median follow-up of 6.9 years, 793 participants died,
resulting in a mortality rate of 29.6 per 1.000 person-years. Among
the elderly, steatosis was not associated with impaired survival in
multivariable analysis (aHR:0.87, 95%Cl:0.73-1.03), similar results
were obtained for MAFLD and NAFLD. Furthermore, findings were
consistent across a range of clinically relevant subgroups, including
age categories, sex, and in participants with metabolic syndrome,
elevated liver enzymes, or cardiac disease, as shown in Figure 1.
Sensitivity analyses showed similar results for mortality beyond five
years of follow-up and for both cancer-related and cerebro-
cardiovascular mortality. Furthermore, among participants with
steatosis, higher liver stiffness (aHR:1.02 per kPa, 95%CI:0.93-1.12)
was not associated with mortality.

Conclusion: The presence of fatty liver disease was not associated
with increased mortality risk in this cohort of community-dwelling
elderly subjects. Findings were consistent across a range of clinically
relevant subgroups. This indicates that screening for fatty liver
disease is unlikely to improve outcomes in the elderly.
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Burden of hepatocellular cancer in patients with type-2 diabetes
mellitus: a 2011-2020, french, longitudinal, retrospective,
national, cohort study
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Background and aims: There are uncertainties on the burden of
hepatocellular cancer (HCC) in patients with type-2 diabetes (T2D) in
France. We therefore measured national incidences and risks of in-
hospital HCC.

Method: The data source was the 2011-2020 National Hospital
Discharge database. We selected all T2D patients. HCC and competing
death incidences were measured overall and without well-identified
risk factors of liver disease progression, including alcoholic liver
disease. Risks were computed with multinomial logistic regression
models.

Results: The sample comprised 2, 883, 684 adults. Mean (IQR) age
was 67 (58, 77) years and 54% were men. HCC incidence (95% CI) was
1.19 (1.17-1.21) per 1000 person-years at risk, totaling 26, 136 (0.9%)
cases over 12, 504, 690 patient-years. A history of alcohol use
disorders and non-metabolic liver-related risk factors were recorded
among 55% and 21% of incident cases, respectively. In patients
without well-identified risk factors of liver disease progression, HCC
incidence was 0.57 (0.55-0.58) per 1000 person-years at risk. Male
sex, age in the 40-70 years category, alcohol use disorders [aOR 20.8
(20.0-21.5)], and obesity [aOR 1.24 (1.2-1.28)] were independently
associated with a higher risk of HCC than of competing mortality.
Conclusion: A history of alcohol use disorders was the main driver of
liver disease progression to HCC in French patients with T2D. Obesity
increased the risk of HCC by ~25%. Patients with T2D should be
advised to abstain from alcohol.
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Table: Multivariate risks for HCC and competing mortality in 2011-
2020 French residents! with T2D

Hepatocellular carcinoma

Competing mortality

Predictors

Age categories at P P
cohort inception® aOR? Value aOR? Value
(30, 40] 2.34(1.25-4.38) 0.008 1.29 (1.17-1.43) <0.001
(40, 50] 6.29 (3.49-11.37)  <0.001 2.12 (1.94-2.32) <0.001
(50, 60] 12.69 (7.06-22.83) <0.001 4.33(3.97-4.72)  <0.001
(60, 70] 20.02 (11.14-36.00) <0.001 7.98 (7.33-8.70) <0.001
(70, 80] 23.47 (13.05-42.20) <0.001 18.14 (16.65-19.77) <0.001
(80, Inf] 17.41 (9.66-31.39) <0.001 37.66 (34.55-41.04) <0.001
Male sex 3.22(3.07-3.37)  <0.001 1.38 (1.37-1.39) <0.001
Alcohol use 20.76 (20.02-21.54) <0.001 1.72 (1.69-1.74) <0.001
disorders

Obesity 1.24(1.20-1.28) <0.001 0.86 (0.86-0.87)  <0.001

Non-liver-related 1.05 (1.01-1.10) 0.014 1.79 (1.78-1.80) <0.001
risk factors*
Smoking

0.71 (0.68-0.74) <0.001 1.48 (1.46-1.49) <0.001

with increased risk of any primary outcomes. In univariate analysis,
advanced liver fibrosis identified via all scores was associated with
increased ACM (HR 2.34-2.90). NFS and FIB-4 were associated with
elevated risk of CVE (HR 2.49 [2.11-2.93], p<0.0001 and 1.94 [1.53-
2.45], p<0.0001) and ESRD (HR 6.85 [4.29-10.94], p<0.0001 and
2.35 [1.19-4.67], p<0.05). Following full adjustment FIB-4 was
associated with increased incidence of CVE (HR 1.39 [1.06-1.82], p
<0.05), notably heart failure (HR 1.65 [1.16-2.33], p < 0.01); both FIB-
4 and APRI were associated with ACM (HR 1.55 [1.21-2.00], p < 0.001
and 2.83 [1.95-4.11], p<0.0001) and NFS >-1.455 was associated
with progression to ESRD (HR 1.89 [1.13-3.17], p < 0.05).
Conclusion: In people with CKD and NAFLD, elevated non-invasive
markers of liver fibrosis are associated with an increased risk of CVE,
ESRD and worse survival.

Viral hepatitis elimination

'T2D patients with alcoholic liver disease or non-metabolic liver-related risk
factors were excluded from the analysis. HCC cases were recorded aftera 2011-
2013 (3-year) washout period to reduce the risk of non-incident cases.

2Risks were computed with multinomial logistic regression models.
3Reference was the [18, 30] age category.

“Non-liver risk factors were extrahepatic cancer; AIDS; connective tissue
disorders; ischemic heart disease; and stage 3-5 chronic kidney disease.
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The impact of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease and liver fibrosis
on adverse clinical outcomes and mortality in patients with
chronic kidney disease: a prospective study using UK Biobank
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Theresa Hydes', Oliver Kennedy?, Ryan Buchanan?,

Daniel Cuthbertson’, Julie Parkes?, Simon Fraser?, Paul Roderick?.
"University of Liverpool, Department of Cardiovascular and Metabolic
Medicine, Liverpool, United Kingdom; University of Southampton,
School of Primary Care, Population Sciences and Medical Education,
Southampton, United Kingdom

Email: therasa@doctors.org.uk

Background and aims: Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a well-
known extra-hepatic manifestation of non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease (NAFLD), independent of common cardio-metabolic risk
factors, and the two diseases frequently co-exist. Systematic review
data has shown that there is minimal and conflicting data regarding
the clinical implications of living concomitantly with these two
conditions. We aimed to assess the impact of having of NAFLD and
NAFLD fibrosis on adverse clinical outcomes and all-cause mortality
for people with CKD.

Method: Data from 26, 074 individuals from the UK Biobank
identified to have CKD (eGFR <60 ml/min/1.73 m? or albuminuria
>3 mg/mmol) was analysed. Participants completed questionnaires
relating to medical history, demographics and lifestyle factors and
were prospectively followed-up by electronic linkage to hospital and
death records. Cox-regression was used to estimate the hazard ratios
(HR) associated with having NAFLD (hepatic steatosis index >36, or
ICD-code) and advanced liver fibrosis (elevated fibrosis-4 (FIB-4)
score, or NAFLD fibrosis score (NFS) or AST to platelet ratio index
(APRI)) on cardiovascular events (CVE), progression to end-stage
renal disease (ESRD) and all-cause mortality (ACM).

Results: Overall 54.5% of individuals with CKD had NAFLD at baseline,
and 7.0% (NFS >0.676), 3.2% (FIB-4 >2.67) and 1.1% (APRI >1.0) had
evidence of advanced fibrosis. Median follow-up was 10 years. In
univariate analysis NAFLD was significantly associated with an
increased risk of CVE (HR 1.39 [1.29-1.51], p<0.0001) and ACM (HR
1.10 [1.01-1.19]), but not ESRD (HR 1.22 [0.95-1.56], p > 0.05).
Following multivariate adjustment for demographics, metabolic
factors and baseline renal function, NAFLD was no longer associated
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Background and aims: Malaysia is an upper middle-income country
and has been expanding and decentralizing HCV care to the
community. HCV self-testing (HCVST), recommended by the World
Health Organization, provides an additional way to increase access
and uptake of HCV testing among key populations who are
disproportionately affected by HCV. We integrated HCVST with an
existing online HIV self-testing platform to assess the impact of
home-based HCVST on the uptake of HCV testing among key
populations nationwide.

Method: This is a randomized controlled trial comparing HCVST sent
via post (intervention arm, n = 500) with standard of care testing at a
facility (control arm, n=250). In the intervention arm, participants
received either an oral fluid- or blood-based HCVST; in the control
arm, participants were provided information about the nearest HCV
testing center. All participants also received HCV information and
support resources (e.g. access to a call center). We describe
preliminary findings for this study reporting on the primary
outcome-the uptake of HCV testing. Acceptability, feasibility and
attitudes around HCV testing were also evaluated via a series of
surveys.

Results: To date, 258 individuals, with a median (IQR) age of 26 (22—
30.75) years, were recruited, of whom 88.8% were MSM. Most
participants were male (97.6%), completed university (46.9%), and
were employed (61.4%). Prior to this study, 60.6% of the participants
were not tested for HCV; of these, the top reason why they did not get
tested was they did not know how (57.1%). Additionally, acceptability
of HCVST was high-71.7% of the participants stated that they
preferred to test for HCV by themselves at home; 98.4% were
willing to test themselves at home if they had a test kit and
instructions on how to do it. After either receiving a HCVST or
information about the nearest testing center, 99.0% (119/120) in the
intervention arm and 30.9% (13/42) in the control arm reported
completing HCV testing (p < 0.01) (see Figure).
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Conclusion: Preliminary results show that HCVST via an online
distribution model, compared with standard testing services,
significantly increased the uptake of HCV testing among key
populations. The outcomes of this study can further provide critical
evidence about testing uptake, linkage to care, acceptability and any
social harm due to HCVST. Updated data will be presented at the
conference.
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2030: the long and winding road
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Background and aims: This study aims to estimate the future disease
burden of HBV and HCV at the global and continental level through
2030. 2015 was used as a baseline in line with the WHO targets to
show what progress has been made to date.

Method: The results of a literature review and Delphi expert
interviews were integrated into country-specific PRoGReSs and
Bright Models for the HBV and HCV analyses respectively. Both are

Figure: (abstract: 0S050)
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Markov models that utilize country specific inputs to estimate the
natural history of the disease and future burden. Where data were
unavailable, regional averages were applied to the total population of
the country.

Results: 166 country level HBV and 110 HCV models were available.
At the current trends, the prevalence of HBV is expected to decrease
from 282 million in 2015 to 247 million in 2030, representing an 11%
decrease globally with Africa’s prevalence to remain relatively
constant. The incidence of chronic HBV is expected to decline by
43% from 1, 459, 000 to 827, 000 new cases per year with all
continents seeing a decline. Globally, the mortality of HBV is expected
to increase by 39% between 2015 and 2030 from 850, 300 to 1, 109,
500 deaths annually. Similarly, the incidence of HCC is expected to
increase by 34% from 682, 000 to 912, 000 cases per year. For both
indicators all continents are expected to increase in this time frame.
The prevalence of HCV is expected to decrease from 64 million in
2015 to 54 million in 2030, representing a 15% decrease globally. The
incidence of chronic HCV is expected to decline by 7% from 1, 521, 000
to 1, 409, 000 new cases per year with Asia and North America
increasing. Globally the mortality of HCV is expected to increase by
3% between 2015 and 2030 from 284, 000 to 293, 000 deaths
annually. The incidence of HCC is expected to increase by 9% from
202, 000 to 220, 000 cases per year. Increases are expected in Asia,
Oceania, and South America for both indicators.

Conclusion: Progress has been made particularly in regard to
prevalence and incidence. However, without additional interventions
almost 12 million individuals will die early from preventable deaths.
Early gains made by Egypt, high income countries, and other early
adopters, for HCV elimination, are offset by raising disease burden in
the rest of the world. Innovative guidelines and funding mechanisms
are necessary to meet countries where they are to live up to
international commitments to elimination.
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Background and aims: In high income countries, new hepatitis C
virus (HCV) infections have been occurring at the highest rate among
people under 30 years of age, driven by the ongoing opioid crisis and
other co-occurring socioeconomic conditions. The clinical experi-
ences of young people living with HCV are underrepresented in
research. We aimed to build the HCV care cascade for children and
young people under age 30 living with HCV in British Columbia (BC),
Canada.

Method: We used data from the BC Hepatitis Testers Cohort, a large
population-based administrative dataset linked with data on primary
care visits, hospitalizations and medication dispensations. This study
includes all BC residents under age 30 who have been diagnosed with
HCV by the end of 2019. The HCV care cascade was defined as: 1) HCV
antibody (Ab) diagnosed 2) ribonucleic acid (RNA) tested 3) RNA
positive 4) genotyped 5) initiated treatment and 6) achieved
sustained virologic response (SVR). We estimated the number and
proportion of people in each stage.

Results: There were 1, 350 children and young people (aged 4 to 29)
diagnosed as HCV Ab positive living in BC at the end of 2019. Of these,
82.2% (1,110/1, 350) had received an RNA test, and 60.6% (673/1, 110)
were RNA positive. Among those who were RNA positive, 79.9% (538/
673) had their HCV genotyped; however, only 40.3% (217/538)
initiated treatment. SVR was achieved by 87.7% (121/138) of
individuals for whom data on SVR assessment was available. In
2019, the proportion of HCV RNA positive persons receiving
treatment varied by age group: 17.1% (6/35) in 14-19 years, 34.4%
(45/131) in 20-24 years, and 34.1% (164/481) in 25-29 years.
Treatment initiation increased over time, with the majority of
treatments started between 2018 and 2019: 3.7% (8/217) treated
between 2009-2011, 7.8% (17/217) between 2012-2014, 25.8% (56/
217) between 2015-2017, and 62.7% (136/217) between 2018-2019.
Many young people living with HCV were socioeconomically
marginalized, had other comorbidities, particularly mood and
anxiety disorders, and were accessing harm reduction services such
as opioid agonist therapy.

Conclusion: By the end of 2019, more than two-thirds of people
under age 30 in BC with chronic HCV remained untreated. The
approval of highly effective pangenotypic direct-acting antiviral
regimens provides the opportunity for early treatment for young
people. Identifying and addressing the barriers that young people
experience would be crucial to optimizing access to HCV care and
services in this population.

Figure 1: The HCV care cascade for people under 30 years of age and 30
years and older in 2019, British Columbia Hepatitis Testers Cohort.
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Background and aims: In primary care centers in Spain the
prevalence of anti-HCV is approximately 0.8% and HCV-RNA positive
0.22%. In the emergency department (ED) of our hospital, an HCV-
RNA+ screening program was initiated with linkage to antiviral
treatment assessment, with the aim of increasing HCV detection and
safeguarding the hospital from this infection. Results of the HCV
screening strategy were analyzed and a cost-effectiveness evaluation
performed.

Method: Prospective study conducted in a university hospital ED
(FOCUS-A, hospital free of hepatitis C study). All individuals >16 years
of age attending the ED and requiring blood extraction underwent
anti-HCV screening, HCV-RNA reflex testing, and FIB-4 calculation if
anti-HCV+. Individuals with detectable viral load were linked to a
specialist for HCV treatment evaluation. A Markov model was
developed to analyze the cost-effectiveness of opt-out HCV testing
using the data obtained and a National Health Care System
perspective. Lifetime liver-related mortality, hepatic complications,
and associated costs were assessed.

Results: In total, 13, 479 individuals screened (February/20-
September/21): 49% male, mean age 70 years. Anti-HCV detected in
553 (4%) cases and HCV-RNA in 100 (0.7%). Risk factors associated
with anti-HCV: 58 (10%) HIV co-infection, 98 (18%) injecting drug
users, 128 (23%) abusive alcohol consumption, and 205 (37%)
diagnosed with a psychiatric disorder. Among viremic patients, 34%
(n=34) were unaware of HCV infection and 48% had an FIB-4 score
suggestive of cirrhosis (FIB-4 >3.25). Among HCV-RNA+ cases, 53
(53%) were selected for treatment. Reasons for non-selection were
short life expectancy or cognitive impairment (40 cases), and loss to
follow-up due to serious social problems (7 cases). Of the 53
candidates linked to a specialist, 27 have received treatment and
the 14 who completed treatment have achieved a sustained
virological response. This strategy reduced liver-related mortality
by 56% and avoided 50%-67% of liver complications with a related cost
saving of €247, 942.

Conclusion: The prevalence of chronic HCV among in adults in the ED
is almost four times higher than in primary care. Almost half the
viremic individuals had advanced fibrosis. Screening in the ED is a
cost-effective intervention. These findings are of value for informing
testing guidelines.
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cascade cohort- under Changhua-Integrated Program to Stop
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Background and aims: Several clinical studies have suggested an
association between chronic HCV infection and diabetes mellitus
(DM). HCV micro-elimination approach, which focuses treatment on
DM population was rarely reported. We aim to conduct HCV
elimination for population with diabetes mellitus in a county of
Taiwan via 27 local health centers under Changhua-Integrated
Program to Stop Hepatitis C Infection (CHIPS-C).

Method: Changhua County, has 26 townships and a total of 1, 289,
000 residents. In addition to hospitals and local clinics in the county,
there are 27 local health centers handled by the Changhua County
Public Health Bureau of government. Taking the diabetic cases in the
clinics of various township health centers from 2018 to 2020 as the
tracking generation, combined with the Changhua County Diabetes
Common Care Network since 1996, HCV screening and treatment
were implemented and evaluated. The achievement rate of HCV care
chain-related indicators, and the difference in HCV positive rate and
treatment rate under different influencing factors were analysed.
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Results: By excluding those who were unable to enter the program
such as deaths, aging, and mobility, the screening targets total 10, 684
people. The HCV antibody screening rate reached 93.4% (9, 978
people), with HCV antibody positive rate of 6.1% (608 people), HCV
RNA referral rate of 93.4% (568 people), HCV RNA virus checking rate
0f92.1% (523 people), detectable HCV RNA rate of 69.6% (364 people),
eligible treatment rate was 97.5% (355 people), and final treatment
rate was 92.1% (327 people). When compared with the situation
before intervention of program, the screening rate and treatment rate
have been significantly improved which achieve the goal of HCV
elimination. The risk of HCV infection is 1.27 (95%Cl: 0.793-2.035),
1.64 (95%Cl: 1.057-2.536), 1.90 (95%CI: 1.232-2.937), for patients of
50-59 years, 60-69 years, and over 70 years respectively when
compared with patients less than 50 years. Furthermore, the risk of
HCV infection is 0.43 (95%Cl: 0.253-0.712, p=0.0012) in patients of
senior high school; and 0.26 (95%Cl: 0.108-0.624, p=0.0026) in
patients of university when compared with patients of illiterate. HCV
risk is not associated with other factors such as gender, the duration
of diabetes, cigarette smoking, presence of chronic kidney, retinop-
athy, and foot disease at all. We further evaluated the heterogeneity
among townships by using the random effect model, and found that
the antibody positive rate was significantly different among town-
ships, but not different on the RNA positive rate and treatment rate.
Conclusion: A novel model was successfully implemented for HCV
elimination on diabetic population in the community of Changhua
county in Taiwan, by using a series of indicators for caring cascade.
This population-based service was provided to the 26 townships with
a homogenous quality.

Primary Liver Cancer: Experimental and
pathophysiology
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PMEPAT1: an oncogene in hepatocellular carcinoma linked to TGF-
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Carmen Andreu-Oller"?, Marta Piqué-Gili2, Marina Barcena-Varela',
Roser Pinyol?, Roger Esteban-Fabr6'?2, Judit Peix?,

Katherine E. Lindblad', Miguel Torres-Martin?, Daniela Sia,

Amaia Lujambio', Josep M. Llovet?34, Tlcahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai, Division of Liver Diseases, New York, United States; *Institut
d’Investigacions Biomediques August Pi i Sunyer (IDIBAPS), Translational
Research in Hepatic Oncology, Liver Unit, Barcelona, Spain; Universitat
de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain; “Institucié Catalana de Recerca i Estudis
Avangats (ICREA), Barcelona, Spain

Email: carmenandreuoller@gmail.com

Background and aims: Transforming growth factor beta (TGF-beta)
has a dual role in cancer, including hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). It
acts as a tumor suppressor in early stages of hepatocarcinogenesis,
but promotes epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition, angiogenesis
and immunosuppression in advanced stages. PMEPA1 (prostate
transmembrane protein androgen induced 1), a direct target gene
of the TGF-beta pathway that negatively regulates TGF-beta signaling
by interacting with SMAD proteins, has been shown to promote TGF-
beta oncogenic effects in other cancers. Here, we explored its role in
HCC pathogenesis.

Method: We analyzed transcriptomic, genomic, epigenomic and
clinicopathological data of a discovery cohort of 228 HCCs and a
validation cohort of 361 HCCs. PMEPA1 levels were quantified by
gPCR and IHC in the discovery cohort. PMEPA1 overexpression was
validated in 6 independent cohorts (n=916) using microarray and
RNAseq data. We evaluated PMEPAT expression at the single-cell level
using a publicly available scRNAseq dataset from 25 HCCs. Genetically
engineered mouse models were generated through hydrodynamic
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tail-vein injection. Equal amounts of plasmids overexpressing
PMEPA1, TGFB1 and MYC were injected in mice to evaluate survival.
Molecular and histopathological analyses of the murine tumors are
currently ongoing.

Results: PMEPA1 was overexpressed in 18% of human HCCs [FC >2; n
=203/1144), a feature associated with TGF-beta signaling (p <0.001).
PMEPA1 was expressed by both malignant and tumor microenviron-
ment (TME) cells including endothelial cells, cancer associated
fibroblasts, T cells and B cells. Overexpression of PMEPA1 was
associated with gene body hypermethylation (p<0.0001). HCCs
displaying both TGF-beta signaling and high PMEPAT levels (11% of
cases) were significantly enriched in signatures of immune exhaus-
tion, late TGF-beta activation, TME response to TGF-beta and active
stroma (p <0.05), compared to HCCs with TGF-beta signaling alone
(8% of cases) or PMEPA1 high levels alone (11% of cases). In vivo,
overexpression of MYC+PMEPAT1 led to HCC development in 9/16 mice
and showed a lower survival when compared to the control arm,
overexpression of MYC alone, (p=0.014) (Figure). On the contrary,
only 1/12 mice in the MYC+PMEPA1+TGFB1 condition developed HCC
and none of the MYC+TGFB1 mice.

Conclusion: PMEPAT upregulation is linked to TGF-beta activation
and an aggressive phenotype in human HCC. Overexpression of
PMEPAT1 in combination with MYC in vivo led to HCC development,
showing for the first time the oncogenic role of PMEPAT in this cancer.
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crosstalk in experimental models
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Background and aims: Cholangiocarcinoma (CCA) comprises a
heterogeneous group of malignant tumors with dismal prognosis.
Alterations in post-translational modifications (PTMs), including
NEDDylation, result in abnormal protein dynamics, cell disturbances
and disease. Here, we investigate the role of NEDDylation in CCA
development and progression.

Method: Levels and function of NEDDylation, together with response
to Pevonedistat (NEDDylation inhibitor) or CRISPR/Cas9 against NAE1
were evaluated in vitro, in vivo andfor in patients with CCA.
Development of preneoplastic lesions in Nae1* mice was investigated
using an oncogene-driven CCA model. The impact of NEDDylation in
CCA cells on tumor-stroma crosstalk was assessed using CCA-derived
cancer-associated fibroblasts (CAFs). Proteomic analyses were carried
out by mass spectrometry.

Results: NEDDylation machinery was found overexpressed and
overactivated in human CCA cells and tumors, correlating with poor
prognosis. Most NEDDylated proteins found upregulated in CCA cells,
after NEDD8-immunoprecipitation and further proteomics, partici-
pate in cell cycle, proliferation or survival. Genetic (CRISPR/Cas9-
NAET) and pharmacological ( pevonedistat) inhibition of NEDDylation
reduced CCA cell proliferation and impeded colony formation in vitro.
NEDDylation depletion ( pevonedistat or Nae1* mice) halted tumori-
genesis in subcutaneous, orthotopic, and oncogene-driven models of
CCA in vivo. Moreover, pevonedistat potentiated chemotherapy-
induced cell death in CCA cells in vitro. Mechanistically, impaired
NEDDylation triggered the accumulation of cullin RING ligase or
NEDDS8 substrates, inducing DNA damage and cell cycle arrest.
Furthermore, NEDDylation impairment in CCA cells reduced the
secretion of proteins involved in fibroblast activation, angiogenesis,
and oncogenic pathways, ultimately hampering CAF proliferation and
migration.

Conclusion: aberrant protein NEDDylation contributes to cholangio-
carcinogenesis by promoting cell survival and proliferation.
Moreover, NEDDylation impacts the CCA-stroma crosstalk.
Inhibition of NEDDylation with pevonedistat may represent a
potential therapeutic strategy for patients with CCA.
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Induction of branching morphogenesis in cholangiocarcinoma
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Background and aims: Cholangiocarcinoma (CCA) is an aggressive,
heterogeneous cancer with low survival rates. Patient-derived
cholangiocarcinoma organoids (CCAOs) hold potential for under-
standing disease progression and developing novel treatment
options, based on their ability to mimic the original tumor.
Currently, most organoid expansion protocols focus on stimulation
of the canonical WNT/B-catenin pathway, however there is growing
evidence showing that non-canonical WNT pathways also play a
crucial role in cancer progression. This project aims to establish a
novel in vitro model for CCA, better recapitulating the in vivo tumor,
by stimulating both canonical and non-canonical WNT pathways.

Method: Branching cholangiocarcinoma organoids (BRCCAOs) (n=3
patients) were established with a two-step protocol. First, CCAOs
were initiated and cultured under standard conditions in canonical
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WNT stimulating expansion medium. Next, expansion medium was
replaced by medium that stimulates canonical WNT-signaling
(through R-spondin) and non-canonical WNT-signaling (with
Dickkopf-related protein 1) simultaneously, after which a branch-
ing-like morphology could be observed. Tumor cell behavior in
BRCCAOs and CCAOs was assessed and compared through immuno-
histochemical stainings, bulk RNA-sequencing, and drug response
studies.

Results: BRCCAOs presented a distinct branching morphology,
displaying a morphological architecture similar to in vivo tumors,
while maintaining tumorigenic potential and expression of cytoker-
atin-7, with an accompanying lack of defined cellular polarity. Bulk
RNA-sequencing of BRCCAOs showed significant upregulation of
cancer-associated molecular pathways, including hypoxia, compared
to CCAOs and a close correlation (coefficient 0.80+0.05) to the
transcriptome of the original tumor tissue. BRCCAOs also exhibited a
strong resistant phenotype to a large panel of 166 anti-cancer drugs,
including multiple drugs that have previously failed in clinical trials
for CCA patients (e.g. docetaxel, palbociclib, and irinotecan).
Specifically, compared to CCAOs, BRCCAOs showed an approximately
10.000-fold (p<0.0001) increase in chemo resistance against
gemcitabine and cisplatin, first-line chemotherapy drugs for CCA,
independent of patient variance.

Conclusion: These results demonstrate that BRCCAOs better resem-
ble in vivo CCA tumor tissue compared to conventional CCAOs,
particularly with regards to morphology, transcriptome, and drug
responses. Gemcitabine and cisplatin combinational therapy only
provides CCA patients with a modest benefit in overall survival, and
BRCCAOs appear to mimic this response more closely, thus providing
possibilities for personalized medicine applications.
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Background and aims: A typical feature of cholangiocarcinoma
(CCA) is a dense stromal reaction populated by fibrogenic myofibro-
blasts and immune cells, creating a complex tumor microenviron-
ment where malignant cells survive and proliferate. Cancer stem cells
(CSCs) have been proposed as a driving force of tumor initiation,
dissemination and drug-resistance in many solid tumors, including
cholangiocarcinoma (CCA). Increasing evidence indicates that
myeloid-epithelial-reproductive tyrosine kinase (MerTK) is highly
expressed by a macrophage subset defined as M2c. The present study
aims to investigate whether signals generated by MerTK-expressing
macrophages modulate the biology of CCA.

Method: 3D-tumor sphere cultures enriched in CSC were generated
from intrahepatic CCA cell lines (HuCCT-1 and CCLP-1). Circulating
monocytes were differentiated into M2c macrophages in vitro.
Recombinant Gas-6, a MerTK ligand, was used to activate this receptor.
MERTK mRNA expression in human CCA tissues was also analyzed.
Results: In CCA cell lines cultured with conditioned medium from
Gas-6-stimulated M2c macrophages, cell survival, invasion, sphere-
forming efficiency and drug resistance were significantly increased.
These effects were reduced following macrophage pre-treatment
with the MerTK inhibitor, UNC2025. Analysis of the transcriptome of
laser-captured, micro-dissected epithelium and stroma from 23 CCA
patients showed that MerTK mRNA expression is significantly higher
in intratumoral stroma. Single-cell RNA sequencing of CD45+ sorted
cells from paired non-tumoral and tumoral specimens from iCCA
patients (n=6) defined eleven clusters characterized by their gene
expression profiles. A further reclustering of myeloid cells showed
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MerTK expression in Kupffer cells, lipid macrophages, TREM2+
macrophages, and non-classical monocytes.

Conclusion: These data suggest a cross-talk between MerTK-
expressing cells in the stroma and CCA cells, to induce increased
malignant features.
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Background and aims: Primary liver cancer is the 3rd leading cause
of cancer-related death worldwide. Primary liver cancers include:
Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma
(CCA) and Mixed HCC-CCA tumors. Chronic liver inflammation,
which develops to cirrhosis, is a risk for the development of primary
liver cancer. It has been suggested that hepatic progenitor cells (HPCs)
could contribute to hepatocarcinogenesis. However, this has not yet
been proven. HPCs proliferate in response to injury and chronic
inflammation. In this study, we aimed to determine whether HPCs
contribute to HCC, Mixed HCC-CCA or both types of tumors, in the
MDR2 KO mouse model of inflammation-induced cancer.

Method: In order to enable tracing of progenitor cells, we generated a
transgenic mouse based on the MDR2 KO that harbours a YFP
reporter gene driven by the Foxl1 promoter. FoxI1 is expressed
specifically in adult HPCs. These mice (MDR2 KQFOX'CRE: RosaYFPy
develop chronic inflammation by the age of 1 month and develop
HCCs by the age of 14-16 months, followed by mixed HCC-CCA
tumors at the age of 18 months, as we have first observed, suggesting
that the aged mice are a suitable model for mixed HCC-CCA tumors.
Results: In this model, we show that liver progenitor cells are the
source of mixed HCC-CCA tumors, but they are not the source of HCC
in the chronically inflamed liver. By generating mice with a
Diphtheria toxin (DT) receptor in HPCs and administering DT, we
ablated the progenitors, and we observed a significant reduction in
the development of mixed HCC-CCA tumors but no change in HCCs.
RNA-seq analysis revealed enrichment of the IL6 signaling pathway in
mixed HCC-CCA tumors in comparison to HCC tumors. A single cell
RNA-seq analysis revealed that in the liver, IL6 is expressed from both,
immune cells and parenchymal cells which are in senescence, and
that IL6 is part of the senescence-associated secretory phenotype
(SASP). Upon administration of anti-IL6 antibodies to the MDR2
KOQFoXICRE; RosaYFP mjce we inhibited the development of the mixed
HCC-CCA tumors. Furthermore, by blocking IL6 transsignaling with
sgp130, we also decreased mixed HCC-CCA tumors, indicating that
mixed HCC-CCA tumors are dependent on IL6 transsignaling. The
administration of a senolytic agent to these mice, also inhibited the
development of mixed HCC-CCA tumors.

Conclusion: Our results suggest that mixed HCC-CCA but not HCC
tumors, originate from HPCs in the inflammation induced liver cancer
model, and that the driver of this process involves the IL6 signalling
pathway that at least in part, derives from SASP of cells in senescence.
These findings could enhance the development of new therapeutic
approaches for mixed HCC-CCA liver cancer.
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Background and aims: Epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT), a
key process during embryonic development, promotes cell migration
and resistance to apoptosis during tumour invasion and metastasis.
In hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) an amoeboid behaviour tends to
increase the aggressiveness and metastatic capacity of epithelial
tumours.

MAP17 is a 17 kDa membrane protein expressed during embryogen-
esis, absent in most adult organs. The presence of MAP17 correlates
with an inflammatory environment, hypoxia and increased reactive
oxygen species (ROS). MAP17 has been identified in several types of
cancer, including HCC. Modulation of EMT and amoeboid behaviour
via MAP17 offers an attractive approach to prevent metastasis.
Method: Two separated HCC patient cohorts were used to charac-
terise MAP17 levels. In vitro, expression of MAP17 was measured in
mesenchymal and epithelial hepatoma cells, and its levels were
modulated to study its implication in cell proliferation, drug
resistance, mitochondrial dynamics, metabolic rewiring, and prote-
ome homeostasis. In vivo, the role of MAP17 in the metastatic capacity
was evaluated using orthotopic HCC mice models.

Results: A positive correlation of MAP17 and mesenchymal markers
was established in 751 HCC patients in silico study and by mRNA
expression in 246 HCC patients. Additionally, MAP17 appeared
statistically associated with RAC/RHO family genes, markers of
amoeboid movement, in the same patient cohort. MAP17 over-
expression in 3D epithelial cell experiments let to the formation of
rosette invadopodia, proinvasive structures with high metastatic
capacity.

MAP17 overexpression in vitro produced a reprogramming of energy
metabolism in hepatoma cells with epithelial phenotype, increasing

mitochondrial dynamics and Warburg effect-mediated lactic acid-
osis, which support a tumour microenvironment conducive to cancer
cell proliferation. ROS generation was increased as a protective
mechanism to avoid apoptotic and senescence processes. Rewiring in
the one-carbon metabolic pathway was also identified, proving an
accelerated metabolism of the cell. Accordingly, overexpression of
MAP17 in PLC/PRF/5 cells in the orthotopic model led to the
formation of multiple tumour foci in the liver.

MAP17 silencing in hepatoma mesenchymal cells provided the
opposite results, regressing the tumour phenotype and slowing
down the cell metabolism and proliferation.

Conclusion: Modulation of MAP17 in epithelial and mesenchymal
cells leads to the reprogramming of the transitional genes that define
each phenotype. Our findings have identified the metastatic potential
of MAP17 in liver cancer, as it triggers the mesenchymal phenotype
and amoeboid behaviour in HCC.

Cirrhosis and its complications: ACLF and
Critical illness

0S061

Liver transplantation within 7-days of listing improves survival in
ACLF-3

Joseph Alukal’, Feng Li', Paul J. Thuluvath'. 'Institute of Digestive
Health and Liver Disease, Gastroenterology, Baltimore, United States
Email: jjalukal@gmail.com

Background and aims: ACLF-3 is associated with a very high short-
term mortality without liver transplantation (LT). The timing of LT,
therefore, may be critical for optimal outcomes. The objective of our
study was to determine if early LT (<7 days from listing), stratified by
the number of organ failures (OF), had an impact on 90-day and 1-
year survival in ACLF-3 patients.

Method: United network for organ sharing (UNOS) database was
queried to identify adults (>18 years) with ACLF-3 who underwent LT
between 2005-2021. We excluded those listed with status 1, 1A, or
1B, multi-organ transplant, living donor transplant and HCC. ACLF
patients were identified using EASL-CLIF criteria. Unadjusted Kaplan-
Meier (KM) survival curves were used to evaluate patient survival.
The Cox proportional hazards (CPH) regression model was used to
evaluate the risk factors for survival

Results: We identified 3, 498 patients with ACLF-3 who underwent
early LT while 1, 485 had transplant >7 days from listing. 90-day and
1-year survival in ACLF-3 patients who underwent early LT were 92%
and 87% respectively. KM survival analysis showed that those who
were transplanted early (<7 days) had significantly better 90-day and
1-year survival than who underwent late LT (>7 days) (Figure A and
Figure B). This survival benefit was seen across all sub-groups of
ACLF-3 including those with 5 and 6 OF (Figure C and Figure D). On
multivariable analysis, age (Hazard Ratio [HR]1.02), body mass index
(HR 1.01), donor risk index >1.7 (HR 1.3), respiratory failure (HR1.9),
and etiology of cirrhosis were independent predictors of higher 90-
day post-transplant mortality. Similarly, age (HR1.01), donor risk
index >1.7 (HR1.3), diabetes (HR1.3), respiratory failure (HR 1.7) and
etiology of cirrhosis were independent predictors of higher 1-year
mortality while higher albumin (HR 0.87) was associated with a
reduced mortality.
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Conclusion: Early LT (<7 days from listing) in ACLF-3 after listing is
associated with a better 90-day and 1-year survival than those who
were transplanted late (>7 days). This survival benefit was seen even
in those with 5 and 6 OF.
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terlipressin and albumin in patients with hepatorenal syndrome
Carmine Gabriele Gambino', Matteo Stenico', Marta Tonon',
Alessandra Brocca', Valeria Calvino', Simone Incicco’, Chiara Cosma?,
Martina Zaninotto?, Patrizia Burra®, Umberto Cillo*, Mario Plebani?,
Paolo Angeli’, Salvatore Piano®. 'Unit of Internal Medicine and
Hepatology, Department of Medicine, University of Padova, Padova, Italy,
Padova, Italy; “Laboratory Medicine Unit, Department of Medicine,
University of Padova, Padova, Italy; *Multivisceral Transplant Unit,
Department of Surgery, Oncology and Gastroenterology, University of
Padova, Padova, Italy; *Hepatobiliary Surgery and Liver Transplantation,
Department of Surgery, Oncology and Gastroenterology, University of
Padova, Padova, Italy

Email: salvatorepiano@gmail.com

Background and aims: Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) commonly occurs
in patients with decompensated cirrhosis. Neutrophil Gelatinase-
associated Lipocalin (NGAL) is a novel urinary biomarker that could
help in discriminating between different etiologies of AKI. The aim of
this study was to investigate the ability of urinary NGAL (uNGAL) in:
(1) the differential diagnosis of AKI, (2) predicting the response to
treatment with terlipressin and albumin in patients with Hepatorenal
Syndrome (HRS)-AKI and (3) predicting in-hospital and 90-day
mortality.

Method: We included cirrhotic patients with AKI not solved within
48 hours, who were consecutively admitted from 2015 to 2020 at the
University Hospital of Padova. uNGAL and standard urinary biomar-
kers were measured. Data on the type of AKI, AKI treatment,
resolution of AKI were collected during the hospitalization and
patients were followed up until transplant, death or 90 days.
Results: We enrolled 162 patients (mean age: 62 + 10 years, male:
77%; alcoholic etiology: 48%; mean MELD: 25+8). Thirty-five
patients (22%) had hypovolemic AKI, 64 (39%) HRS-AKI, 27 (17%)
acute tubular necrosis (ATN)-AKI and 36 (22%) a mixed form. uNGAL
values were significantly higher in patients with ATN-AKI than in
patients with other types of AKI (1162 [423-2105] vs 109 [52-192]
ng/ml; p <0.001; Fig. A). uNGAL showed a high discrimination ability
in predicting ATN-AKI (AUROC=0.854; [95% CI=0.767-0.941]; p<
0.001; Fig. B) and the best threshold was 220 ng/ml (sensitivity 89%;
specificity 78%).

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Sixty-two patients with HRS-AKI were treated with terlipressin and
albumin. Among them, patients with uNGAL >220 ng/ml had a
significantly lower rate of response to terlipressin and albumin (33 vs
70%; p=0.015; Fig. C). After adjusting for serum creatinine, uNGAL
>220 ng/ml was independently associated with a higher risk of non-
response (aOR =4.55, 95% Cl=1.28-16.67; p=0.02).

In multivariable analysis (adjusted for age, MELD, ACLF, leukocytes
and type of AKI) uNGAL was an independent predictor of in-hospital
mortality (aOR=1.74 [95% Cl=1.26-2.38]; p=0.001) and 90-day
mortality (aHR=1.32 [95% CI=1.13-1.55]; p=0.001). Probability of
survival was significantly lower in patients with uNGAL >220 ng/ml
(57% vs 30%; p<0.001; Fig. D).

Conclusion: uNGAL is an excellent biomarker for the differential
diagnosis of AKI in cirrhosis, it predicts response to treatment with
terlipressin and albumin in patients with HRS-AKI and is an
independent predictor of mortality.

0S063

CLEARED Global consortium results highlight regional variation
and need for equity in inpatient outcomes in hospitalized patients
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Background and aims: A global study with equitable participation
for cirrhosis and chronic liver disease (CLD) outcomes is needed. We
initiated the Chronic Liver disease Evolution And Registry for Events
and Decompensation (CLEARED) study to provide this global

perspective. Aim to evaluate determinants of inpatient mortality
and organ dysfunction in a multi-center worldwide study.

Method: We prospectively enrolled pts with CLD/Cirrhosis >18 years
without organ transplant or COVID-19 who were admitted non-
electively. To maintain equity in outcome analysis, a maximum of 50
pts/site were allowed. Data for admission variables, hospital course,
and inpatient outcomes (ICU, death, organ dysfunction [ODF]) were
recorded. This was analyzed for death and ODs using significant
variables on admission and including World Bank classification of
low/middle-income countries (LMIC). A model for in-hospital
mortality for all variables during the hospital course, including
0ODs) was analyzed.

Results: 1383 pts (55 + 13 yrs, 64% men, 39% White, 30% Asian, 10%
Hispanic, 9% Black, 12% other) were enrolled from 49 centers (Fig A).
39% were from high-income while the rest were from LMICs.
Admission MELDNa 23 (6-40) with history in past 6 months of
hospitalizations 51%, infections 25%, HE 32%, AKI 23%, prior LVP 15%,
hydrothorax 8% and HCC 4%. Leading etiologies were Alcohol 46%
then NASH 23%, HCV 11% and HBV 13%. Most were on lactulose 52%,
diuretics 53%, PPl 49% and statins 11%, SBP prophylaxis 16%, beta-
blockers 35% and rifaximin 31%. 90% were admitted for liver-related
reasons; GI bleed 30%, HE 34%, AKI 33%, electrolyte issues 30%,
anasarca 24% and 25% admission infections. In-hospital course:
Median LOS was 7 (1-140) days with 25% needing ICU. 15% died in
hospital, 3% were transplanted, 46% developed AKI, 15% grade 3-4 HE,
14% shock, 13% nosocomial infections and 13% needed ventilation.
Logistic Regression: Fig B shows that liver-related/unrelated factors
on admission which predicted in-hospital mortality and develop-
ment of organ dysfunction with MELDNa and Infections being
common among all models. Nosocomial infections and organ
dysfunctions predicted mortality when all variables were considered.
High-income countries had better mortality outcomes likely due to
transplant and ICU availability. AUCs were >0.75.

Conclusion: In this worldwide equitable experience, admission
cirrhosis severity and infections are associated with inpatient
outcomes, which are greater in low-income settings. Liver-related
and unrelated factors and regional variations are important in
defining critical care goals and outcome models in inpatients with
cirrhosis.
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Background and aims: Critically ill cirrhosis (CIC) patients with
acute kidney injury (AKI), are predisposed to increased CKD risk.
Renal tubular epithelial cells (RTECs) initiate repair mechanisms
following tubular injury and failure of repair causes renal fibrosis. We
evaluated serum Cystatin C (CysC), urinary neutrophil gelatinase-
associated lipocalin (u-NGAL) and RTECs as risk factors of progressive
AKI (AKI-Pro) and CKD in CIC.

Method: At enrolment we performed CysC, u-NGAL and urine
microscopy (repeated at day 7) in all included patients. In a subset
of patients (n =30, 15-AKI-Prog and 15-AKI resolution), a panel of 17
renal biomarkers (in urine), endothelial injury and repair markers
and monocyte-chemoattractant-protein-1 (MCP-1) (in plasma),
mitochondrial biogenesis markers by QRT-PCR in RTECs was
performed. Immunohistochemistry (IHC) for alpha-smooth muscle
actin (a-SMA) and collagen (col) 1 and 3 was performed on post-
mortem renal biopsies.

Results: Altogether, 369 CIC patients, aged 47.9+11.4 years, 87%
males, 84% with AKI at enrolment, sepsis-related AKI in 47%,
hepatorenal syndrome in 42%, acute tubular necrosis in 27% were
enrolled from august 2016 to September 2020. Of these, 24.9%
patients had coarse granular casts, 34.4% had RTECs and 5.7% had
albuminuria (>300 mg) at enrolment. At day seven, 58% had AKI-
Prog. On median follow-up of 204 days [range 43-365]; 46%
developed CKD and 30% died or underwent liver transplant. uNGAL
and CysC correlated significantly with AKI cause, severity, presence of
sepsis and progression at day 7 (p <0.001). Presence and persistence
of granular casts and RTECs, u-NGAL, serum CysC, SOFA scores and
AKI-Prog at day seven were independent predictors CKD develop-
ment in different multivariate competing risk models. Patients with
AKI-Prog showed higher MCP-1, increase in renal endothelial injury
and markers of fibrosis, a decrease in repair markers of tubular injury
[significantly lower osteopontin, calbindin and epidermal growth
factor] and failure of mitochondrial biogenesis [ figure]. Post-mortem
renal biopsies showed a predominance of chronic inflammatory
infiltrate comprising of monocyte-macrophages and tubulointersti-
tial fibrosis, which correlated with uNGAL, CysC, AKI duration and IHC
staining for a-SMA, col-1 and 3 [p <0.05].

Conclusion: Almost two-thirds of CICs have AKI, which is often
progressive, and associated with sepsis. NGAL and CysC can
accurately predict AKI progression and CKD development.
Persistence of RTECs in urinalysis at day-7 correlates with AKI
progression and CKD development. The RTECs of patients with
progressive AKI show loss of renal repair markers and failure of
mitochondrial biogenesis. Infiltration with monocyte-macrophages
plays a dominant role in renal fibrogenesis in CICs.
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failure in clinically stable outpatients with cirrhosis

Maria Pilar Ballester"?, Thomas H. Tranah?,

Juan Antonio Carbonell-Asins?, Annarein Kerbert?,

Gongalo Alexandrino®, Paloma Poyatos-Garcial, Andra Caracostea®,
Jose Sanchez-Serrano’, Carmina Montoliu?, Karen L. Thomsen®,
Rajiv Jalan*’, Debbie L. Shawcross>. Hospital Clinico Universitario de
Valencia, Digestive Disease Department, Valencia, Spain; 2INCLIVA
Biomedical Research Institute, Valencia, Spain; >Institute of Liver Studies,
School of Immunology and Microbial Sciences, King’s College London,
London, United Kingdom; “Liver Failure Group, Institute for Liver and
Digestive Health, University College London, Royal Free Campus, London,
United Kingdom; >Gastroenterology and Hepatology Department,
Hospital Prof. Doutor Fernando Fonseca, Amadora, Portugal;
5Department of Hepatology and Gastroenterology, Aarhus University
Hospital, Denmark; “European Foundation for the Study of Chronic Liver
Failure (EF Clif ) and the European Association for the Study of the Liver-
Chronic Liver Failure (EASL-CLIF) Consortium

Email: t.tranah@nhs.net

Background and aims: Ammonia level correlates with the severity of
hepatic encephalopathy and organ failure and is an independent
predictor of mortality in patients with acute decompensation or
acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF). However, its utility as a
prognostic biomarker in patients with cirrhosis remains unclear.
We hypothesized that hyperammonaemia predisposes to ACLF in
outpatients with cirrhosis. We aimed to determine (i) whether
hyperammonaemia is an independent risk factor for ACLF in clinically
stable outpatients with cirrhosis, (ii) a threshold value of ammonia
that defines this risk of ACLF, and (iii) its association with mortality.
Method: A prospective observational study of clinically stable
cirrhotic outpatients followed-up in two tertiary hospitals was
performed. Main outcomes were development of ACLF and mortality.
Ammonia levels were normalized according to the upper limit of
normality (A_ULN). Multivariable frailty competing risk modelling
was performed with ACLF as event of interest and liver transplant-
ation as a competing risk. Cut-off for A_ULN was calculated using
maximally selected rank statistics and Kaplan-Meier curves with log-
rank test were used to compare ACLF in the high and low risk groups
and ACLF as risk factor for mortality.

Results: 603 patients were included (69% males; mean 56 years) with
median follow-up of 215 days (range: 2-2453). A total of 68 (11%)
patients developed ACLE A_ULN was an independent predictor of
ACLF (HR =2.62; 95CI = 2.34-3-51; p <0.001). Other risk factors were
diabetes (HR = 2.6; 95CI = 1.57-4.37; p < 0.001), MELD score (HR = 1.1;
95CI =1.03-1.10; p<0.001) and albumin (HR = 0.5; 95CI = 0.30-0.85;
p=0.001). Using 1.48 as cut-off from the training set, statistically
differences were found between high and low levels of A_ULN for
ACLF (p<0.001) in the test set (Figure 1). Overall survival was
significantly lower in patients with ACLF (log-rank = 162; p <0.001)
and in patients with A_ULN >1.48 (log-rank = 19; p <0.001).
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Conclusion: Ammonia is an independent predictor of ACLF and its
associated mortality in clinically stable outpatients with cirrhosis. An
ammonia level over 1.48 times the ULN defines the high-risk group
for ACLE

0S066

Predicting prognosis in large cohort of decompensated cirrhosis
of liver (DCLD)- a machine learning (ML) approach
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Manoj Kumar', Shiv Kumar Sarin'. 'Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences, New Delhi, India; °Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, United States
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Background and aims: Onset of decompensation in cirrhosis is
associated with poor outcome. The current clinico-biochemical tools
have limited accuracy in predicting outcomes reliably. Identifying the
predictors with precision model on the big data using artificial
intelligence may improve predictability. We aimed to develop a
machine learning (ML) based prognostic model for predicting 90 day
survival in patients of cirrhosis presenting with decompensation.
Method: We analysed electronic medical records retrospectively of
hospitalised cirrhosis patients at the ILBS, with a complete 90-day
follow-up. Clinical data, laboratory parameters and organ involve-
ment were serially noted. Al-modelling was done after appropriate
mining, feature engineering, splitted randomly into train and test-
sets (20:80). The class imbalance problem was handled by random
over-sampling technique, to make balanced 50:50 ratios. After 10-
fold cross validation, 3 repetitions and grid search for optimal hyper
parameters, the XGB-CV model was chosen. AUC was the primary
selection criteria and confusion matrix was used to compare AUCs
between Al-models and existing indices; CTP and MELD-score.
Results: Total of 6326 patients [mean age 48.2 + 11.5 years, 84% male,
Mean CTP 10.4+2.2 and MELD Na-30.4 + 11.9, alcohol 49.4%] were
included. Ninety day mortality was 29.2%. Acute insult was identified
in 80% cases; of which extra-hepatic 49%, hepatic 46% and unknown
5% cases respectively. The XGB-CV model had the best accuracy for
prediction of 90 days event in the train set 0.90 (0.90-0.93),
validation set 0.80 (0.79-0.81) and for overall dataset 0.80 (0.79-
0.81). The AUC of the XGB-CV model was better than CTP and MELD
Na-score by 16% and 15% respectively. The prediction model
considered 43 variables; 18 of which predicted the outcome, and 10
maximum contributors are shown in concordance classifier. The
most contributors to poor outcome included, index presentation as
HE, diagnosis of AD/ACLF/ESLD, PT-INR, serum creatinine, total
bilirubin, acute insult etiology, prior decompensation, acute hepatic
or extrahepatic insult, leukocyte count and present duration of
illness. In the Decision Tree Model, the presence of HE, PT-INR and
syndromic diagnosis of AD or ACLF/ESLD was able to stratify the
patients into low (22%), intermediate (23-46%) and high risk (>75%)
of mortality at 90 days.

Conclusion: The Al based current model developed using a large data
base of CLD patients presenting with decompensation immensely
adds to the current indices of liver disease severity and can stratify
patients at admission. Simple ML algorithms using HE and INR
besides syndromic presentation, could help treatment decisions and
prognostication.
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Differential changes in global and antigen-specific B cell
frequencies and function associate with the outcome of HBV
nucleos (t)ide analog treatment withdrawal

Sabela Lens'?, Alice Burton', Jessica Davies!, Mireia Garcia-Lopez?,
Anna Jeffery-Smith', Nikolai Novikov®, Simon Fletcher?,

Soffa Pérez-del-Pulgar®, Xavier Forns?, Mala Maini'. 'University
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2Hospital Clinic, Liver Unit, Barcelona, Spain; >Gilead Sciences, United
States; “Liver Unit, Hospital Clinic, University of Barcelona, IDIBAPS,
CIBERehd, Barcelona, Spain

Email: slens@clinic.cat

Background and aims: Despite HBsAg loss and the development of
anti-HBs being the hallmark of natural resolution of HBV or
achievement of ‘functional cure’, humoral immunity has not yet
been examined in the setting of nucleos (t)ide analog (NA)
discontinuation. We analysed HBcAg and HBsAg-specific frequencies
and functional potential longitudinally in HBeAg-negative chronic
Hepatitis B (CHB) patients stopping NA therapy to assess whether
HBsAg loss + off-treatment viral control associated with a recovery of
the defective B cell response characteristic of CHB.

Method: Twenty-one HBeAg- CHB patients with complete viral
suppression (>3 years) and without cirrhosis were studied prospect-
ively. 16-colour flow cytometry was used to quantitate and
phenotype circulating HBsAg- and HBcAg-specific B cells (dual
fluorochrome-labelled antigen baits), global B cells, plasmablasts
and Tth at baseline, 12 and 48 weeks after stopping NA (W12 and
W48). Cultured ELISPOTs were used to longitudinally evaluate
antibody-secreting cells against HBsAg and HBcAg.

Results: After a median follow-up of 34 months (IQR 26-37), 16 (76%)
patients remained off-therapy, with 5 (24% of the total cohort) losing
HBsAg, whilst 5 (24%) required NA reintroduction. Frequencies of
HBsAg and HBcAg-specific B cells were comparable between groups at
baseline and did not correlate with levels of qHBsAg or HBcrAg
respectively, but did show differential temporal dynamics according
to clinical outcome. HBcAg-specific B cells increased at W12 in all
groups in association with viral rebound, but decreased to baseline
values by W48 only among those achieving HBsAg loss or being re-
treated. By contrast, patients remaining off-therapy had a significant
increase in HBsAg-specific B cells by W48 compared to re-treated
patients. Compared to patients remaining HBsAg+ after NA discon-
tinuation, B cells in patients with HBsAg loss were enriched for the
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activated memory phenotype and had a marked expansion of
plasmablasts by W48. In parallel, ELISPOT data showed an increase
in SFU against HBsAg in the 3 patients with HBsAg loss and anti-HBs+
by W48, confirming the recovery of antibody-producing functionality.
Conclusion: Functional cure (HBsAg loss) and viral control following
NA withdrawal associate with recovery of the low frequencies and
poor functionality of HBV-specific B cells in CHB. These findings
support larger studies to explore the use of B cells as biomarkers of
clinical outcome and as targets for further immunotherapeutic
boosting.
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Enforced cytotoxic signature of HBV pol455-specific CD8+ T cells
in chronic HBV infection

Kathrin Heim"?, Sagar Sagar!, Maike Hofmann', Robert Thimme.
TUniversity Hospital Freiburg, Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany;
2University of Freiburg Faculty of Biology, Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany
Email: robert.thimme@uniklinik-freiburg.de

Background and aims: T-cell exhaustion represents a distinct T-cell
differentiation program associated with chronic viral infections.
Several studies have shown that exhausted CD8+ T cells are
heterogeneous. In chronic HBV infection, we and others observed
major differences in the phenotype and function as well as in the
degree of dysfunction of HBV-specific CD8+ T cells targeting different
antigens. The aim of this study was to investigate the molecular
heterogeneity of HBV-specific CD8+ T cells targeting different antigens.
Method: To determine the subset diversification of HBV-specific CD8
+ T cells targeting different antigens, we performed high-throughput
single-cell RNA sequencing using CEL-Seq2 technology. We obtained
HBVcore,g- and HBVpolyss-specific CD8+ T cells from HBeAg negative
chronically HBV-infected patients who endogenously control the
viral infection as well as under NUC treatment. Phenotypic and
functional analyses were performed after pMHCI tetramer-based
enrichment and peptide-specific expansion.

Results: Cluster analysis of single-cell transcriptomes revealed a
different subset diversification of HBVcore;s- versus HBVpolss-
specific CD8+ T cells. In particular, HBVcore g-specific CD8+ T cells
were mostly comprised of precursor/memory-like exhausted T-cell
subsets. Within HBVpol,ss-specific CD8+ T cells, we could identify a
cluster of cells that highly expressed cytotoxic genes including GNLY,
GZMB and PRF1. Moreover, the cytotoxic regulator NKG7 was also
elevated in this subset. Interestingly, we further observed that the
cytotoxic subset is restricted to HBVpolyss-specific CD8+ T cells
obtained from patients who endogenously control the viral infection
indicating that the enforced cytotoxic signature may be linked to
virological HBV control in these patients. The differential transcrip-
tional profile of HBVpolyss-specific CD8+ T cells was further
confirmed ex vivo after pMHCI tetramer-based enrichment. Indeed,
at the protein level, we detected a terminal effector differentiation
and higher cytotoxic effector capacity of HBVpolyss-specific CD8 T
cells obtained from treatment-naive patients in comparison to
patients requiring antiviral therapy.

Conclusion: In sum, our data highlight an enforced cytotoxic
signature in HBVpolyss-specific CD8+ T cells of treatment-naive
patients which may be related to virological control in these patients.
This observation might have potential implications for the design of
immunotherapeutic approaches in HBV cure.
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CD8+ T cell acquisition of the LPS receptor within the hepatic
stroma shapes anti-viral/anti-tumour potential
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Background and aims: Despite being bathed in bacterial products,
the liver maintains a state of tolerance, exploited by HBV and
tumours. The cellular basis mediating immune tolerance,
yet allowing a rapid switch to immunity, needs to be better defined
to deliver successful immunotherapy for the treatment of chronic
HBV infection.

Method: We analysed the phenotype and function of CD14-
expressing CD8 T cells directly ex vivo from resected/explanted
human liver and explored their derivation, functionality, expansion
and LPS-responsiveness in multiple in vitro and in vivo models.
Results: CD8 T cells expressing CD14 (and other LPS receptor
components) were found to be compartmentalised in human liver
and to preferentially accumulate amongst donor lymphocytes
surviving in liver allografts, within HCC-infiltrating lymphocytes,
and in cirrhotic ascites. Moreover, HBV-specific CD8 T cells were
significantly enriched for the expression of CD14 compared to the
residual, global CD8T cell pool. CD14°CD8 T cells were highly
activated and proliferative, with constitutive immunomodulatory
features at rest (IL-10, IL-2 production) compared to CD14-CD8 T
cells. They selectively expressed receptors (CXCR4/CD49a/CD49b)
supporting retention with the stromal cell network to acquire CD14
from neighbouring macrophages. Human CD8 T cells acquire CD14,
TLR4 and MD-2 from mononuclear phagocytes by actin cytoskeleton-
dependent trogocytosis, promoted by E.coli, stromal cells and
CXCL12. CD14 acquisition conferred the capacity to bind LPS and
respond with a unique functional profile of chemotactic cytokines.
Instead, upon TCR engagement, ex vivo and in vitro-derived CD14*CD8
T cells were poised to mount rapid, potent anti-viral effector function
(IFNg/TNF/MIPI1b). Importantly, CD14 acquisition by HBV-redirected
CD8 T cells (HLA-A0201/HBs183-91) could be exploited to induce
superior immunotherapeutic efficacy, with enhanced lysis of hepa-
toma cells expressing HBsAg (HepG2-PreS1-GFP).

Conclusion: A proportion of CD8 T cells compartmentalised in the
liver express CD14/TLR4/MD2, recapitulated in vitro by trogocytosis
from mononuclear phagocytes. CD14+CD8 T cells have enhanced
TCR-directed effector function and can be induced to target HBV
infection. Thus bacterial products in the gut-liver axis can therefore
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fine tune organ-specific immunity by shaping stromal-interacting
CD8 T cells with unique functionality.
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A novel immunophenotyping of hepatocellular carcinoma based
on amplified and mutated neoantigens for mRNA vaccine
development

He Jing!, Bogiang Liu!, Liang Shi!, Xiujun Cai'. 'Zhejiang University,
China

Email: srrsh_cxj@zju.edu.cn

Background and aims: Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is the most
common malignancy with poor prognosis. Genetic and phenotypic
heterogeneity is a hallmark of HCC and also poses a daunting
challenge for treatment. Recently, accumulating evidence suggests
that immunotyping can indicate the comprehensive immune
microenvironment, which is closely associated with therapeutic
response and vaccination potential. In this study, we try to identify
potent neoantigens in HCC for tumor immunotherapy, and further
distinguish immune subtypes of HCC to construct an immune
landscape for predicting the prognosis.

Method: Gene expression profiles, clinical information and simple
nucleotide variation data of 328 HCC samples were obtained from
TCGA. GEPIA was used to calculate differential expression levels,
prognostic indices, and compare genetic alterations. TIMER was used
to explore correlation between genes and immune infiltrating cells.
Consensus cluster was used for consistency matrix construction and
data clustering.

Figure: (abstract: 0S071)

Results: Nineteen novel tumor neoantigens associated with poor
prognosis and infiltration of antigen presenting cells were identified
in HCC, including CDK1, CCNB1, CDC25C, PTTG1, CHEK1, KPNA2,
MKI67, KIF2C, MCM3, EZH2, CDT1, PES1, PRC1, PPM1G, NEK2, TRIP13,
TUBG1, AURKA, G6PD (Fig. A-C). Based on these neoantigens, we
construct six immune subtypes (IS1-IS6, Fig. D). The immune
subtypes showed distinct molecular, cellular and clinical character-
istics. Patients with IS1 and IS3 tumors had a superior survival than
those with the other subtypes (Fig. E). 1S4 and IS6 tumors had
immunosuppressive phenotype, and were also associated with
higher tumor mutation burden and tumor stage (Fig. F-H).
Furthermore, distinct expression of immune checkpoints and
immunogenic cell death modulators was observed between different
immune subtype tumors (Fig. I).

Conclusion: This study constructed a novel immunophenotyping of
HCC for predicting the prognosis of patients. Meanwhile, CDK1,
CCNB1, CDC25C, PTTG1, CHEK1, KPNA2, MKI67, KIF2C, MCM3, EZH2,
CDT1, PES1, PRC1, PPM1G, NEK2, TRIP13, TUBG1, AURKA, G6PD are
potent neoantigens for HCC-mRNA vaccine development, specifically
for patients with IS4 and IS6 type.
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In vivo CRISPR/Cas9 editing of the TTR gene with NTLA-2001 in
patients with transthyretin amyloidosis- dose selection
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Background and aims: The liver produces the toxic precursor protein
transthyretin (TTR) in ATTR amyloidosis, a fatal disease of misfolded
protein accumulation. Until recently, the only therapeutic

S58 Journal of Hepatology 2022 vol. 77(S1) | S1-S118


mailto:ellie.barnes@ndm.ox.ac.uk
mailto:edgane@adhb.govt.nz

intervention for variant ATTR amyloidosis (ATTRv) was liver trans-
plantation. Gene-silencing agents targeting TTR mRNA prevent
disease progression but require lifelong administration. In contrast,
gene editing is designed as a single-dose treatment. NTLA-2001
comprises a lipid nanoparticle (LNP) encapsulating mRNA for SpCas9
protein and single guide RNA targeting the transthyretin (TTR) gene.
After infusion, LNP uptake into hepatocytes results in precise TTR
knockout regardless of disease-causing mutation. This is the first
report of the dose, exposure and pharmacodynamic (PD) response
relationship in humans for systemically administered liver-directed
gene-editing therapy.

Method: The first-in-human phase 1 trial (NCT04601051) enrolls
adults with confirmed ATTRv amyloidosis and peripheral neuropathy.
Safety, pharmacokinetics (PK), and PD of NTLA-2001 are assessed in
3+3 dose escalation, with a subsequent expansion cohort.
Circulating serum TTR was measured in samples collected at baseline,
Days 7, 14, and 28, and every 2 months thereafter. Dose selection for
the expansion cohort is based on review of safety, PK and PD in the
escalation phase.

Results: As of this submission, 14 subjects received NTLA-2001 as
single-ascending doses [3 subjects each at 0.1, 0.3, and 0.7 mg/kg, and
5 subjects at 1 mg/kg]. Mild and transient infusion reactions were the
most common adverse event with NTLA-2001. Interim pharmacoki-
netic data suggest that following intravenous (IV) infusion NTLA-
2001 ionizable lipid exhibited a rapid decline from peak levels
followed by a secondary peak and then a log-linear phase. Serum TTR
levels were significantly reduced from baseline in a dose-dependent
manner; patients receiving 0.3 mg/kg achieved durable reductions
with mean Day 28 TTR reduction of 87% (n = 3) and greater reductions
at higher doses (Figure 1, interim data to Day 28 from 10 subjects as of
September 13, 2021). Additional data will be available for
presentation.

Conclusion: A single IV infusion of the gene editing therapeutic
NTLA-2001 resulted in dose-dependent reductions in serum TTR
protein with predominately mild adverse events reported. NTLA-
2001 represents a potential paradigm shift in the treatment of ATTR
amyloidosis.
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ACOX2 deficiency-induced liver fragility (ADILF), a not-so-rare
inborn error in bile acid metabolism that responds to
ursodeoxycholic acid treatment
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Background and aims: Avariant (p.Arg225Trp) in peroxisomal acyl-
CoA oxidase 2 (ACOX2), involved in bile acid (BA) side-chain
shortening, has recently been associated with persistent unexplained
hypertransaminasemia and accumulation of C27-BAs, mainly trihy-
droxycholestanoic acid (THCA). Our aim was to investigate the
prevalence of ACOX2 deficiency-induced liver fragility (ADILF)
among patients with hypertransaminasemia of unknown origin
and their response to ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA), to identify other
inborn errors that could cause this alteration and to elucidate its
pathophysiological mechanisms.

Method: Serum BA profile was determined by HPLC-MS/MS. Genetic
analysis of ACOX2 was performed by exon sequencing. In HuH-7 cells
exposed to THCA, viability was determined by MTT, reactive oxygen
species (ROS) production by flow cytometry and endoplasmic
reticulum (ER) stress by analyzing GRP78 and CHOP levels (RT-
gPCR and Western Blot), and XBP1-S/XBP1-U ratio (RT-qPCR). The
1000-Genomes database and SIFT and Polyphen scores were used to
select ACOX2 variants that were expressed in HuH-7 cells to
determine by HPLC-MS/MS its ability to metabolize THCA.

Results: Among 33 patients with suspected ADILF from 11 hospitals
and 13 relatives, 7 individuals with abnormally high C27-BA levels
(>50% of total BAs) were identified. The p.Arg225Trp variant was
found in homozygosity in 2 patients and 3 relatives. Moreover, other
2 non-related patients were heterozygous carriers of different alleles,
for c.673C>T (p.Arg225Trp) and c.456_459del ( p.Thr154fs). Impaired
expression of ACOX2, but not ACOX3 in the liver of these patients was
found (immunohistochemistry). Treatment with UDCA normalized
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transaminases levels. Culture of HuH-7 liver cells with THCA
increased ROS production and the ER stress biomarkers GRP78,
CHOP and XBP1-S/XBP1-U ratio, whereas decreased cell viability.
THCA-induced toxicity was higher than that of major BAs. Among 14
in silico selected genetic variants, in vitro functional tests identified 6
ACOX2 variants as a potential cause of ADILE

Conclusion: Dysfunctional ACOX2 is found in a substantial propor-
tion of patients with unexplained hypertransaminasemia, suggesting
that this disorder of BA metabolism causes enhanced liver fragility,
which can be attenuated by UDCA treatment.
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Efficacy and safety of givosiran in patients with acute hepatic
porphyria: 36-month results of the phase 3 ENVISION randomised
clinical trial

Manish Thapar', Herbert L. Bonkovsky?, Susana Monroy>,

Gayle Ross?, Encarna Guillén-Navarro>®, Maria Domenica Cappellini’,
Anna-Elisabeth Minder®, Shangbin Liu®, Marianne T. Sweetser®,
David Kuter'®. "Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, United States;

2Wake Forest University/North Carolina Baptist Medical Center,
Winston-Salem, United States; 3Instituto Nacional de Pediatria, Mexico
City, Mexico; “Royal Melbourne Hospital, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia;
>Medical Genetics Section, Virgen de la Arrixaca University Hospital,
IMIB-Arrixaca, Universidad de Murcia, Murcia, Spain; °*CIBERER-ISCIII,
Madrid, Spain; “University of Milan, Milan, Italy; Division of
Endocrinology, Diabetes and Porphyria, Stadtspital Ziirich, Ziirich,
Switzerland; °Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, Cambridge, United States;
"Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, United States

Email: manish.thapar@jefferson.edu

This abstract is under embargo until Thursday 23 June 2022, 13:30
BST. It will be made publicly available on the congress website once
the embargo has lifted.
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by the embargo times set by EASL.
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High-risk Thrombophilia predict early thrombosis recurrence in
acute non-cirrhotic portal vein thrombosis related to local
factors: LOCAPORT
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Alexandra Heurgue-Berlot®, Pierre-Emmanuel Rautou?,
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Background and aims: A local factor is identified in 21% of acute non-
cirrhotic portal vein thrombosis (PVT). We aim to determine the risk
of thrombosis recurrence in this situation, and risk factors associated
with recurrence.

Method: This is a retrospective multicenter study from the French
Vascular Liver Diseases cohort between 1992 and 2021. We included
acute non-cirrhotic portal vein thrombosis (right or left branch or
portal vein extending or not to mesenteric and splenic veins), with at
least one local factor (infectious, inflammatory, traumatic, surgical or
neoplasic) identified, either concomitantly or in the last 3 months. We
screened for prothrombotic factors such as 1st degree unprovoked
personal or family history of deep vein thrombosis, High-risk
Thrombophilia (myeloproliferative neoplasm, homozygous or com-
posite heterozygous mutation of factor V Leiden and G20210
prothrombin gene, antiphospholipid syndrome, familial antithrom-
bin deficiency), Low-risk Thrombophilia (heterozygous factor V
Leiden or prothrombin gene G20210 mutation, hyperhomocysteine-
mia, protein C or S deficiency, homozygous MTHFR mutation),
ongoing oestroprogestative or pregnancy up to 6 weeks post-
partum, paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria and Behget's disease.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Results: A thrombophilia was identified in 34/118 (29%) patients, of
which 18/118 (15%) were a High-risk Thrombophilia. Thrombosis
recurrence incidence rate was 2.94, 95CI=[0.00-6.22] per 100
patient-years (PY) at one year and 4.75, 95CI =[2.46-7.04] per 100
PY after a median follow-up of 19.5 months. The prevalence of
thrombophilia did not differ significantly between groups with or
without thrombosis recurrence (p =0.775). However, presence of at
least a High-risk Thrombophilia was significantly associated with
thrombosis recurrence (RR=4.2, 95CI=[1.18-14.91], p=0.026)
(Figure 1). Absence of portal recanalisation was significantly
associated with thrombosis recurrence as compared to partial
recanalisation (66.7% vs 32.4%, p=0.019). Anticoagulation duration
did not appear to be significantly associated with the risk of
thrombosis recurrence. However, 91/115 (79%) received long-term
anticoagulation (>6 months) while short-term anticoagulation (<6
months) was administered in 24/115 (21%) patients. Thrombosis
incidence rate was 5.48, 95CI =[0.00-11.50] per 100 PY in short term
anticoagulation group as compared to 4.83,95CI = [2.16-7.50] per 100
PY in long term anticoagulation group (p=0.47).

Conclusion: In acute non-cirrhotic PVT secondary to local factors, a
High-risk Thrombophilia is frequently identified, and increase the
risk of thrombosis recurrence. The high number of patients treated by
long term anticoagulation in our cohort, does not allow us to draw
any conclusion about the potential protective role of anticoagulant.
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Clinical utility of non-ceruloplasmin copper determined by
copper speciation for monitoring Wilson disease therapy:
comparative data analysis with 24-hour urinary copper excretion
from the CHELATE trial
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Background and aims: Monitoring efficacy of therapy in Wilson
disease (WD) is challenging; 24-hour urinary copper excretion (24 hr
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UCE) is cumbersome, and results show large intra-subject variability.
A new non-ceruloplasmin copper assay using liquid chromatography
and ICP mass spectroscopy (NCC-Sp) was developed for the CHELATE
Trial [trientine tetrahydrochloride (TETA4) vs. d-Penicillamine
(DPA)]. We aim to describe the intra-patient variability and
compare the clinical utility of UCE and NCC-Sp in monitoring WD
therapy.

Method: A multicentre, open label, non-inferiority randomised
controlled trial was conducted in which 53 stable adult WD subjects
were randomly allocated after a 12-week baseline observation period
to either DPA or TETA4 for 24 w with a primary end point (NCC-Sp).
An independent adjudication committee blinded to site and
treatment allocation assessed clinical stability at randomisation and
end of study. Paired samples for NCC-Sp and 24 hr UCE were
compared pre- and 24w post-randomisation. Validation studies for
NCC-Sp included 50 healthy adults, identifying a range (2.5% to 97.5%)
of 40-150 mcg/L. This was used as reference target range for the
study population and compared to UCE (recommended therapeutic
range of 200-500 mcg/24 hr). Intra-patient (SD) variability was
computed for NCC-Sp and UCE measurements during baseline and
post-randomisation periods.

Results: The independent adjudication committee unanimously
assessed all subjects as clinically stable at randomisation and study
end point. NCC-Sp was in the reference range at randomization versus
study end in 86% vs. 84% of subjects respectively, while UCE was in the
recommended therapeutic range in only 41% vs. 37% respectively
(Table). Agreement when both NCC-Sp and UCE were in range at
randomization/study end was 17/49 (35%) and 17/51 (33%) respect-
ively. Mean (SD) NCC-Sp and UCE intra-patient variability during
baseline (all receiving DPA) was 15.5 (7.8) mcg/L and 196 (125) mcg/
24hr respectively. Mean (SD) NCC-Sp intra-patient variability for DPA
and TETA4 post randomisation was 17.9 (11.6) and 14.9 (12.1) mcg/L
respectively (p <0.0001). Mean (SD) UCE intra-patient variability for
DPA and TETA4 post randomisation was 148.9 (127) and 107 (101)
mcg/24 hr respectively (p =0.74).

Conclusion: UCE is a test with significant intra-patient variability for
WD patients on chelation therapy with either DPA or TETA4. That
NCC-Sp had less intra-patient variability than UCE suggests NCC-Sp is
a more reliable biomarker for monitoring chelation therapy in WD.

Table: Comparative analysis of “in range” data for NCC-Sp and UCE at
randomization and study end point.

Primary End point
(wk 24 post

At Randomisation randomisation)

UCE UCE

UCE in not in UCE in not in

range™ range* Total range™ range* Total
NCC-Sp in range 17 25 42 17 26 43
NCC-Sp not in 3 4 7 2 6 8
range

*range for NCC-Sp =40-150 mcg/L; **range for UCE = 200-500 mcg/24 hr.
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North American evaluation of 2519 patients with primary
sclerosing cholangitis: longitudinal patterns of disease activity
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Background and aims: Markers of outcome in patients with primary
sclerosing cholangitis fluctuate, reducing utility at single time points.

Longitudinal assessment offers an opportunity to improve surrogate
marker utility.

Method: Using retrospectively collected data on 2519 North
American patients diagnosed as per AASLD criteria with PSC, a
derivation (Toronto: Jan. 2000 to Dec. 2020) and validation cohort
(Mayo: Apr. 1978 to Dec. 2017) were evaluated to define progressive
and stable disease states (PDS/SDS). Progressive disease was defined
as death or transplant. Linear mixed-effects regression with random
intercept and random slope was used to study biochemical and
transient elastography (fibroscan) trajectories longitudinally over
time. Piecewise linear splines and polynomial terms were employed.
Time was calculated backwards from death, transplant, or last follow-
up (time zero).

Results: Across combined cohorts median follow-up (IQR) was 8.3
(3.6-15) yrs, 63% were male, and mean age at diagnosis 39.5 (SD:16.1)
yrs. 88.3% had large duct disease and 78% had IBD at last follow-up.
Throughout the 10 yrs prior to death or transplant, patients with PDS
in the derivation cohort had estimated ALP means ranging from 1.87-
2.64 the upper limit of normal (ULN) with major fluctuations (p <
0.01); patients with SDS had lower and stable ALP courses (ALP 1.27-
1.37 x ULN). A similar pattern existed for the validation cohort, where
patients with progressive disease had ALP 2.25-3.12 x ULN, while
patients with stable disease had ALP around 1.44-1.57 x ULN (p<
0.0001). The derivation cohort experienced bilirubin (TB) elevation
6 yrs before experiencing death or transplant; similarly for the
validation cohort bilirubin elevation was 8 yrs before event. Patients
with SDS maintained normal bilirubin values. Both cohorts experi-
enced increases in the 2 yrs prior to death or transplant to reach an
estimated mean TB of ~5 x ULN (p <0.0001). ALB and PLT estimated
means were lower for patients with progressive disease than those
with stable disease in both cohorts; estimated AST and ALT means
were notably higher for patients with PDS vs those with SDS
(derivation cohort: AST: 1.64-3.34xULN vs 1.21-1.28 x ULN; ALT:
2-2.83 xULN vs 1.56-1.7 x ULN; validation cohort AST: 1.66-2.88 x
ULN vs 1.09-1.32 x ULN; ALT 1.65-2.06 x ULN vs 1.15-1.56 x ULN) in
both derivation and validation cohorts. In the Toronto derivation
cohort patients with PDS had progressively increasing estimated
transient elastography measurements from 10.8-31.3 kPa between yr
6 and time of death or transplant. Patients with SDS had transient
elastography measurements over 6 yrs of study ranging from 7.7-
9 kPa.

Conclusion: We evaluate progressive and stable disease phenotypes
in >2500 PSC patients. A stable disease course was validated for
patients with sustained ALp <1.5xULN, as well as those with
longitudinal transient elastography values <10 kPa.
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Nurse-led inpatient fibrosis assessment for patients with
suspected alcohol related liver disease and previous poor
engagement with services
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Background and aims: Identification and staging of fibrosis is a
critical part of assessment for people with alcohol related liver
disease. For those presenting acutely in hospital, staging tests are
frequently deferred until out-patient review. However, engagement
with elective services is often poor in those with ongoing alcohol use,
leaving investigation incomplete and the need for hepatology follow-
up uncertain. To mitigate this, we instituted an in-patient fibrosis
assessment service within our Alcohol Care Team (ACT) and
evaluated the results.

Method: From February 2020-October 2021, we sought out acutely
admitted patients who had been identified as drinking excessively
(more than the United Kingdom guidance of 14 units/week) and who
had previously not engaged with the ACT for staging of suspected
liver disease. All patients were staged by Fibroscan (Echosens).
Enhanced Liver Fibrosis (ELF) test was additionally performed when
it became available at our facility. Implementation of the pilot was
delayed and disrupted due to the impact of Covid-19 on service
delivery, with most patients identified from March 2021 onwards.
Results: 70 patients were identified-45 (64%) male, 25 (36%) female,
with median age 53 years (range 25-80 yr). Fibroscan results ranged
from 3.4 kPa-75 kPa. 40 (57%) were normal (<7.0 kPa), 13 (19%) F1-F3
(7.1 kPa-18.5 kPa) and 17 (24%) F4 (>18.5 kPa). ELF was performed in
32 (46%) patients; 19 (59%) showed severe fibrosis (score 9.8-14.3)
and 13 (41%) moderate fibrosis (score 7.9-9.6). ELF and Fibroscan
were well matched for identification of cirrhosis, with cirrhotic range
Fibroscan results only found in those with severe fibrosis on ELF,
suggesting either test could be used to rule out cirrhosis in this group.
Following Fibroscan assessment, annual ACT follow-up was arranged
for all patients in F1-F3 range, and the 25 patients with a normal
Fibroscan who continued to drink excessively. Patients with any
results in the cirrhotic range were referred to hepatology for ongoing
management.

Conclusion: By performing fibrosis assessment during an inpatient
stay, we were able to exclude significant liver disease in many people
we had previously been unable to stage, providing important
information to the patient and avoiding unnecessary hepatology
follow-up. Provision of in-patient non-invasive fibrosis assessment
may therefore be a valuable addition to hospital ACT services for
capturing patients who poorly engage.
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syndrome. Longitudinal study with 5 years of follow-up.
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Background and aims: Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) has
a wide range of clinical severity from fatty liver to cirrhosis. Most
cases of fatty liver are diagnosed in the community setting. There is
lack of information on the evolution of fatty liver in subjects
diagnosed in primary care. The objective of this study was to
perform a longitudinal analysis of hepatic steatosis, as estimated by
controlled attenuation parameter (CAP), in a cohort of patients with
fatty liver associated with metabolic syndrome.

Method: Patients with fatty liver with moderate-to-severe steatosis
(CAP >280 dB/m) without significant fibrosis (liver stiffness meas-
urement-LSM-<8 kPa) previously included in a population-based
cohort randomly selected from primary care (Plos One 2018 PMD
30226889) were again assessed after a median of 5 years of follow-
up. Demographic, clinical, and laboratory data, as well as CAP and
LSM were assessed at two time points, baseline and 5 years later.
Nurse education and counseling about NAFLD was provided at time of
first assessment. Improvement of hepatic steatosis was defined as
decrease in CAp >10% compared to baseline. Remaining cases were
considered as persistent or worsening (CAP increase of >10%).
Results: Seventy-one patients were included (60+11 years; 49%
female; BMI 29.9 +4.8; 22.5% with diabetes). Baseline CAP and LSM
values were 315+ 32 dB/m and 4.9 + 1.4 kPa. Twenty-six of the 71
(37%) patients showed improvement in hepatic steatosis (CAP 320 to
231 dB/min; p<0.001). In 15 of these patients CAP decreased to
<240 dB/m, the threshold generally used to define presence of liver
fat. Improvement of steatosis was associated with significant
decrease in ALT and GGT levels. The remaining 45 patients, showed
persistent or worsening of hepatic steatosis (32 and 13 patients,
respectively). LSM increased >8 kPa in 3 patients from the latter
group (8.1, 11.6 and 12.2) and none from the former. Patients with
improvement of hepatic steatosis had significantly lower BMI and ALT
at baseline compared to values in patients with persistent/worsening
of hepatic steatosis.

Conclusion: In this population-based cohort of patients with fatty
liver from primary care, a significant proportion of subjects (37%)
show mobilization of liver fat during a 5-yr follow-up period with no
intervention other than nurse education and counseling. The
remaining two thirds of subjects show persistence/worsening of
hepatic steatosis. Reduction of liver fat is associated with improve-
ment in ALT and GGT levels.
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The effort for HCV elimination- dedicated nurse based protocol,
single center experience
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Background and aims: As part of the global effort for elimination of
HCV, Israel, as other countries, adopted a simplified guidelines for
HCV treatment.

Our center is a referral center for liver diseases, since the introduction
of the first generation of DAA (INF based protocols) we adopted a
protocol based on open access for HCV patient, dedicated nurse that
communicate with the patients and primary physician before and
during treatment, same day fibroscan test for every patient followed
by physician recommendation for HCV treatment. Following very
good SVR results after this treatment (higher from SVR reported in
literature), we implement the dedicated nurse protocol for the INF
free protocols.

The aim of our study is to present the result of our experience.
Method: Using our prospective collected database of HCV patients
who was treated with DAA in our center, we analyzed SVR rate and
some of the patients were asked to complete a questionnaire about
the added value of nurse intervention.

Results: During 2011-2013 we treated 105 patients with first
generation Peginterferon based DAA with SVR rate of 81%. In the
end of 2014, we started to treat with INF free DAA regimens DAA. 831
patients were treated with SVR rate of 98.9%. 33 of the patients were
organ transplant patient. 426 patients were diagnosed to have F3-4
fibrosis based on their fibroscan results and these patients continue
surveillance post SVR. 74 patients completed the questionnaire about
the value of the dedicated nurse intervention. All patients were
satisfied with the professionalism of the team. 85% of the patients felt
that the explanation provided by the nurse during the appointment
contributed to their understanding of their medical situation and the
importance of the treatment.

Conclusion: SVR rate of DAA based HCV treatment in our center is
very high. The patients pointed the added value of nurse explana-
tions, instruction and follow-up for better understanding of the
disease and the importance of treatment and follow-up. Intervention
by dedicated nurses improves the communication and compliance.
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Advanced liver disease: master’s students’ perception. An exercise
of introspection

Eva Roman'?, Montserrat Guillaumet!, German Soriano?,

Maria Poca?, Edilmar Alvarado-Tapias?, Angels Escorsell?. 'School of
Nursing. Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain; >CIBERehd. Instituto
de Salud Carlos IIl., Madrid

Email: eroman@santpau.cat

Background and aims: Advanced liver disease (ALD) produces
physical and mental changes that drastically affect the lived
experience of people who suffer from it, affects self-image and self-
perception, social and affective relationships, activities and the idea
of the future. Empathy allows us to understand each other’s
experiences, concerns, and perspectives, as well as communicate
this understanding (Moser, Intensive Crit Care Nurs 2003). To analyze
the understanding of the losses and changes experienced by persons
with ALD, their experience and transformation, through the narrative
based on an exercise of introspection centred on reflection by
resident physicians studying a master on digestive diseases.

Method: 3rd year resident doctors of the gastroenterology speciality,
students of the master's degree of the Catalan Society of
Gastroenterology during the 2019-2020 academic year. Students
had to do an introspection exercise and tell in the first person how

they would feel if they were diagnosed with liver cirrhosis: what
would change in their life and what would not? Family role, work and
social life, economic situation, leisure activities, priorities, future
perspective, image ( physical and sexual appearance). The writings
were analyzed following a semantic interpretive approach (van
Manem 1977), and compared with the literature on patients’ point of
view and perception.

Results: Thirty-three stories were collected of which 30 were written
in the first person. Four emerging issues were identified: family,
friends and social circles, work situation and self-esteem. The
expressed emotions showed higher coincidence with those previ-
ously described by patients with ALD. The most recurrent unit of
meaning was: “Being diagnosed with cirrhosis would mean a radical
change in my life”

Conclusion: The narrative is a useful pedagogical tool in training and
provides elements of learning to understand responses to complex
situations. In the narratives, issues and emotions coincided with
those described by patients with ALD were identified. Observing and
analyzing oneself by interpreting the cognitive and emotional
processes generated by a disease allows one to identify aspects that
contribute to becoming aware of the other’s reality and thus fostering
empathy.
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Nurse-driven post-discharge intervention reduces risk of
readmission and non-attendance in patients with decompensated
liver cirrhosis: a randomized controlled study
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Background and aims: Patients with decompensated liver cirrhosis
are on average admitted 3 times per year and 20-37% of the patients
are readmitted within 30 days from discharge. Repeated admissions
have great personal and societal consequences and non-attendance
at out-patient visits may impact clinical outcome. In this study we
investigated how a post-discharge nurse-driven intervention affected
readmissions and outpatient attendance for patients with decom-
pensated liver cirrhosis

Method: This randomized controlled intervention was conducted in
the Gastro Unit of a university hospital in the Capital region of
Denmark. Patients admitted with decompensated liver cirrhosis were
eligible for inclusion. The control group received standard post-
discharge care. The intervention group participated in a nurse-driven
post-discharge intervention based on concepts from Family Nursing.
Before discharge the patient and family received a pamphlet with
information on preventive measures. After discharge the participants
received three monthly home visits by a nurse specialist in liver
diseases comprising: therapeutic conversations; evidence-based
information and help to initialize contact to municipal offers. After
three months the patients received three monthly follow-up
telephone calls, to a total of six months follow-up.

Results: Between December 2019 and October 2021, 111 participants
were included. Twenty-four participants were excluded due to
cancer, death before intervention or withdrawal of consent, leaving
42 participants in the intervention group and 44 participants in the
control group. Fifty-three (62%) were male, mean age was 60.7 years,
81 (94%) had alcohol related cirrhosis, and 43 was classified as Child-
Pugh C (Child score >10), without significant difference between the
two groups. Nineteen (45%) participants in the intervention group
were readmitted within six months compared to 27 (61%) in the
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control group; (HR 0.42; 95% CI: 0.253 to 0.692; stratified log-rank p
=0.002). Therefore, the intervention was associated with a 58%
reduction in the risk of readmission compared to the control group.
Median time to readmission was 42 days in the intervention group as
compared to 21 days in the control group (p=0.0596). Five
participants in the intervention group did not appear for a total of
six outpatient visits during the follow-up period, compared to 17
participants in the control group who did not appear for 29 visits (HR
0.21; 95% CI 0.07 to 0.65; stratified log-rank p =0.007).

Conclusion: In a randomized controlled study, a nurse-driven post-
discharge intervention for patients with liver cirrhosis proved a
significant reduction in readmissions and in non-attendance for out-
patient visits in the intervention group. The period from discharge to
first readmission was longer in the intervention group but not
statistically significant from the control group.

Gut microbiota in liver disease and liver
regeneration

0S084

Monoacylglycerol lipase inhibition specifically in macrophages
compromises liver regeneration by inducing interferon type 1
that negatively impacts on hepatocyte proliferation
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Background and aims: Monoacylglycerol lipase (MAGL) is a
proinflammatory enzyme that reprograms lipid metabolism by
converting monoacylglycerols into free fatty acids, in particular
arachidonic acid. We have previously shown that MAGL displays pro-
regenerative properties in the liver by demonstrating the direct
contribution of MAGL from hepatocytes and the indirect effects of
MAGL from liver macrophages in this impact (Allaire et al, EASL
2021). The aim of this study is to uncover the mechanisms by which
MAGL from macrophages modulates liver regeneration.

Method: Mice with genetic invalidation in myeloid cells (MAGLMY®
=/} were submitted to a liver regeneration stimulus induced by an
acute intraperitoneal injection of carbon tetrachloride (CCl,). Gene
expression profiling of liver MAGL™Y*~/~ macrophages was assessed
by RNASequencing analysis. The role of identified pathways was
confirmed in vitro in primary hepatocyte cell culture and in vivo by
injecting neutralizing antibodies.

Results: Mice with a specific MAGL deletion in myeloid cells showed
a regeneration defect compared to their wild type counterparts.
RNASeq analysis demonstrated an induction of interferon-stimulated
genes in MAGL depleted liver macrophages, suggesting that inter-
feron type I (IFN-I) pathway plays a major role in the delayed
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regeneration. The induction of IFN-I was also confirmed in the liver of
MAGL™®~/~ mice 24 h after the injury and in bone marrow derived
macrophages (BMDM) exposed to the MAGL pharmacological
inhibitor MJN110.. We cultured primary hepatocytes with IFN-a
and/or -p and found that both reduce hepatocyte proliferation in vitro
with a cumulative effect of IFN-a and IFN-B. The link between IFN
pathway and liver regeneration defect was finally demonstrated in an
in vivo rescue experiment since the injection of IFN type I receptor
neutralizing antibodies in MAGL™Y*~/~ mice before and during the
regeneration process restored hepatocyte proliferation to the level of
control mice.

Conclusion: Inhibition of MAGL macrophages compromises liver
regeneration by inducing IFN-I pathway that negatively impacts on
hepatocyte proliferation.
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Complete vascular tree reconstruction in rat decellularized liver
scaffolds using differential recellularization pressures
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Background and aims: There are still several challenges slowing the
translation of bioengineered livers to the clinic in order to reduce the
shortage of organs. One of the most important is to provide the whole
organ with a robust vascular network that allows its perfusion and
maintenance in vivo. Effective revascularization of decellularized liver
scaffolds (DLS) is still elusive, so this work focused on the
revascularization of DLS, presenting an effective approach for
generating functional vasculature that allows us to be closer to the
bioengineered liver.

Method: Whitin a bioreactor setup, endothelial cells [unlabelled for
vena cava and labelled with GFP and tdTomato, for portal vein (PV)
and hepatic artery (HA), respectively] (pUVECs), smooth muscle cells
(pA-SMCs) and mesenchymal stem cells (pBM-MSCs) were injected
through HA, PV, and vena cava using distinct seeding pressures to
target the different vessel diameters. Next, maturation was enhanced
by providing growth factors for vasculogenesis and angiogenesis
process keeping constant mechanical-stimulation for 14 days.
Microscopic analysis was performed by hematoxylin-eosin (HandE)
and immunofluorescence (IF) staining’s. Finally, pUVECs function was
evaluated by nitric oxide (NO) and prostacyclin (PGI2) secretion and
the contraction of pA-SMC after carbachol inoculation was observed.
Results: HandE analysis confirmed the lining growth of the different
kind of cells inside of the decellularized vascular tree. Moreover, IF
confirmed the accurate arrangement of pUVECs into vascular-like
structures with pBM-MSCs/pA-SMCs arranged around them. Also,
pUVEC-TdTomato and pUVECs-GFP differential seeding through HA
and PV respectively showed a targeting layout. Secretion of NO and
prostacyclin was confirmed upon bradykinin challenge and a
pressure increase in the vascular tree was observed because of the
contraction of pA-SMC after exposure to carbachol.
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Figure: Recellularized portal vein (red) and hepatic artery (green) with
pUVEC-TdTomato and pUVECs-GFP respectively in a bioreactor system
after 14 days. GFP: Green fluorescent protein; RFP: Red fluorescent protein
and DAPI: 4 ¢, 6-diamidino-2-phenylindole.

Conclusion: The generation of a complete and functional vascular
tree in DLS using distinct cell types and seeding pressures in a
bioreactor system with defined maturation conditions is now possible
with the validation of the revascularization method here presented.
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Orthotopic transplantation of the functional bioengineered liver
prolonged survival in rats with total hepatectomy
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Background and aims: Functional bioengineered liver (FBL) is a
promising alternative to orthotopic liver transplantation. This study
aims to determine the therapeutic potency of the FBLs with whole
decellularized liver scaffold (DLS) using orthotopic transplantation in
rat.

Method: The FBLs were developed using the whole rat DLSs with
1.5*107 human umbilical vein endothelial cell lines (HUVECs)
implanted through portal vein, 6*107 human bone marrow mesen-
chymal stem cells (hBMSCs) and 3*108 mouse hepatocyte cell lines
implanted through bile ducts. The FBLs evaluated with endothelial
barrier function, bio-synthesis and metabolism were used to
orthotopically transplanted into rats for determining survival benefit.
Results: The morphological observation exhibited the well-orga-
nized vascular structure lining by HUVECs in vascularized bioengi-
neered liver. Histological and scanning electronic microscopy analysis
showed endothelial barrier function with lower leakage of blood cells
of the vascularized bioengineered liver. The new developed bioengi-
neered liver displayed that hBMSCs and hepatocytes were, well-
aligned, and uniformly distributed over parenchymal space, and
HUVECs formed the endothelialized microvascular structure.
Significant increases of urea productions and albumin level in
culture medium demonstrated that FBLs possessed ammonium
translation and albumin synthesis functions. Orthotopic transplant-
ation with FBLs rescued rats with a survival time of up to 100 min,

Figure: (abstract: 0S086): A. Schematic diagram of orthotopic transplantation of a functional liver-like organ; B. orthotopic transplantation of decellular-
ized liver scaffolds and functional liver-like organs; C. Survival curve after orthotopic transplantation; D. Histological identification after transplantation.
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whereas all rats transplanted with DLS died within an average of
25 min. Histological staining showed that most perfused blood cells
were limited into vascular lumen and the implanted cells, with
positive immunofluorescence staining of CD90 and ALB, evenly
distributed into the parenchymal space around vessels in the
transplanted FBLs, but the transplanted DLSs became a pool entirely
filled with blood cells.

Conclusion: The orthotopically transplanted FBLs effectively pro-
longed the survival time of rats with total hepatectomy. This study
first determined the therapeutic potency of FBLs using orthotopic
transplantation, which provides a promising alternative to the liver
donor shortage for future clinical therapeutic applications.
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Bacterial infections in cirrhosis are associated with reduction in
gut microbial phage-bacterial interactions
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Background and aims: The impact of bacterial infections on gut
microbiota in cirrhosis is unclear since disease severity and antibiotic
use could affect these changes. There is increasing evidence of the
role of bacteriophages in the modulation of infection risk and as
potential treatment strategies. However, changes in the interaction of
the virome with metagenome in infected patients with cirrhosis are
unclear. Determine change in the metagenome of pts with cirrhosis
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with infection versus uninfected patients and interaction with
virome.

Method: Patients with cirrhosis were recruited, including out-
patients with/without decompensation and inpatients admitted
with/without infections. All pts underwent stool collection for
metagenomics for bacterial and phage species. In inpts, stool was
collected before antibiotics. DESeq2, PCoA, and correlation network
analyses were performed between (a) all uninfected vs. infected
patients and (b) inpatients with/without infections matched 1:1 by
MELD score, demographics, and medications.

Results: 231 pts with cirrhosis were recruited, of which 30 were
infected (20 SBP, 10 UTI). Unmatched comparison showed that
infected pts had worse cirrhosis severity. PPI use was similar (Fig A).
After matching for MELD score, inpatients with infections had similar
disease severity (Ascites, HE) and medication use compared to those
without infections (Fig A).

Metagenomics: Unmatched analysis: Pathobionts (Enterococcus spp,
C.difficile) were higher, while short-chain fatty acid producers
(Ruminococcus. Alistipes spp) were lower in infected patients.
CrAssphages, Bifidobacterium, and Streptococcus phages were lower
in infected patients. There was also a clear separation on p diversity
(PERMANOVA p <0.0001) between groups on bacterial and phage
species. Matched analysis: Higher pathobionts (E.faecalis, E.faecium,
C.difficile) along with Lactobacillus spp and oral-origin taxa (Fig B)
persisted even after matching. Phages corresponding to these
bacteria were also higher vs. uninfected pts (Fig C). PCoA showed f-
diversity changes in bacteria (Fig D) and phages (Fig E) between
groups. Correlation network: between phages and bacteria showed a
collapse between linkages in infected patients centred around

Figure: (abstract: 0S087): Characteristics and comparisons between infected and uninfected patients.
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Enterococcus (Fig G/H) and Veillonella spp (Fig I/]). Network
heterogeneity was higher in infected vs matched uninfected (1.066
vs 1.027) and in unmatched cohorts (1.183 vs 1.025).

Conclusion: Collapse of phage-bacterial interactions centred around
Enterococcus, Enterobacteriaceae spp and oral-origin taxa are linked
with bacterial infections. This pattern persists even when infected pts
are compared to disease severity-matched inpatients without
infections before antibiotics. Phages directed against pathobionts
could be targeted to prevent these infections.
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Altered gut microbiome, metabolome and bile acid composition
in sarcopenia in liver cirrhosis
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Background and aims: 50-70% of liver cirrhotic patients suffer from
sarcopenia leading to high mortality risk. The gut microbiome can
metabolize bile acids and in turn bile acids can shape the gut
microbiome community structure. We aimed to study differences in
gut microbiome, bile acids and metabolite composition between
sarcopenia and non-sarcopenia in liver cirrhosis and control.
Method: We analyzed 16 s rDNA sequencing of fecal microbiome and
measured bile acids and metabolites of cirrhotic patients with and
without sarcopenia (n =78 and n = 38, respectively) as well as control
with and without sarcopenia (n =39 and n = 20, respectively). LEfSe,
ANCOM, and LASSO regression, and multivariate logistic regression
were applied.

Results: We demonstrated that both in cirrhotic and control patients,
sarcopenia associates with a significant reduction in bacteria capable
of generating branched-chain amino acids and short-chain fatty acids
and a significant increase in bacteria capable of generating secondary
bile acid (Sec-BAs). Sutterella species, Vellionella parvula, Bacteroides
(B.) fragilis, and Blautia marseille were associated with sarcopenia and
B. ovatus, Alistipes putredinis, Eubacterium, and Ruminococcaceae were
associated with non-sarcopenia. In sarcopenic cirrhotic patients, we
observed significantly elevated Sec-BAs, including deoxycholic acid
(DCA), glycodeoxycholic acid (GDCA), lithocholic acid (LCA), and
significantly elevated deoxycholic acid to cholic acid (DCA:CA),
lithocholic acid to chenodeoxycholic acid (LCA:CDCA), glycolitho-
cholic acid to chenodeoxycholic acid (GLCA:CDCA) and reduced total
ursodeoxycholic acid to total secondary bile acid (T-DCA:T-sec BAs),
serum valine, and serum acetate. We further observed that genes
coding for 7u-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase enzyme (70-HSDH)
were significantly increased in sarcopenic controls compared to non-
sarcopenic controls. Multivariate logistic regression showed that
MAMC, BM], serum valine, serum acetate, GLCA:CDCA, T-DCA:T-sec
BAs, and B. ovatus were independent predictors for sarcopenia in liver
cirrhosis even when corrected for severity of disease and drug use.
Conclusion: B. ovatus, serum valine, serum acetate and bile acid
profiles are independent predictors for sarcopenia and potential
biomarkers for muscle health in liver cirrhosis. Further studies are
needed to assess whether increasing B. ovatus abundance, serum
valine, serum acetate, or altering bile acid composition may affect
muscle health.
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In-depth shotgun metagenomic analysis of the oral and gut
microbiome identifies striking overlap in microbial community
structure, virulence factors and antimicrobial resistance genes
based on stage and severity of cirrhosis
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Background and aims: Alterations in the gut microbiome in
decompensated cirrhosis (DC) and acute on chronic liver failure
(ACLF) are recognised as being critical in influencing clinical
outcomes (Trebicka et al, Nat Rev Gastro Hepatol, 2020).
Knowledge of the oral microbiome is evolving and is increasingly
recognised as predisposing to hepatic decompensation (Acharya
et al., JCI Insight, 2017). Our aims were to interrogate simultaneously
the gut and oral microbiome by shotgun metagenomic sequencing of
faecal and saliva samples, respectively, in cirrhosis patients of varying
severities, with healthy and positive disease controls.

Method: 18 healthy controls (HC), 20 stable cirrhotics (SC), 50 DC, 18
ACLF and 15 with non-liver sepsis (NLS) i.e. severe infection but
without cirrhosis were prospectively recruited. DNA extractions were
undertaken from saliva and faecal samples and Illumina sequenced
on a NovaSeq 6000 to a minimum depth of 20 million reads. Filtered
and trimmed reads were aligned to a human microbiome integrated
gene catalogue. Salivatypes and enterotypes were calculated by
scaling genus profile abundance and clustering by Dirichlet multi-
nomial mixture models. Comprehensive Antimicrobial Resistance
Gene (ARG) and KEGG Orthology databases were used to evaluate
ARGs and functional annotations, respectively.

Results: There was a striking decrement in Shannon diversity in the
DC and ACLF cohorts vs HC and NLS (Fig A, D). Specific saliva- and
enterotypes were identified based on clustering of genera, with a
greater proportion of pathobionts and simultaneous reduction in
autochthonous genera detected in specific clusters as cirrhosis
severity progressed (Fig B, C, E, F). The degree of overlap between
oral and gut microbiome communities (independent of antimicro-
bials, beta-blockers and acid suppressant therapies) and functional
changes specific to virulence factor over-expression were signifi-
cantly higher in DC and ACLF vs SC and HCs. Substantial total
numbers of ARGs (1, 218 and 672] were detected in the oral and gut
microbiome samples, respectively. 575 of ARGs were common to both
sites, but a greater proportion of these were harboured in the gut
(>85%) compared to the oral niche (47%), with overall ARG frequency
incrementing with worsening cirrhosis (Fig G-I).

Conclusion: Oral and gut microbiome profiles differ significantly
according to severity of cirrhosis, with specific saliva- and enterotype
clusters reflecting dominance by pathobionts and loss of commen-
sals. The degree of microbial community overlap between the mouth
and gut, virulence factor and ARG frequency all increment signifi-
cantly as cirrhosis worsens. These alterations that predispose to
higher infection risk, poorer response to antimicrobial therapy and
triggers for hepatic decompensation now form the rationale for non-
antibiotic-dependant microbiome-modulating targeted therapies.
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Longer treatment duration of monthly VIR-2218 results in deeper
and more sustained reductions in hepatitis B surface antigen in
participants with chronic hepatitis B infection
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Background and aims: Chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is a
substantial global health issue affecting more than 290 million
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people worldwide. VIR-2218 is a small interfering ribonucleic acid
(siRNA) therapeutic targeting the hepatitis B virus X region of the
HBV genome currently in development for the treatment of HBV
infection. Here, we report preliminary data from an ongoing study
evaluating the safety, tolerability, and antiviral activity of 2 dosing
regimens of VIR-2218 in participants with HBV infection.

Method: This open-label phase 2 study enrolled adult, virally
suppressed, hepatitis B e antigen (HBeAg)-positive or negative
participants with chronic HBV infection without cirrhosis. Dosing
regimens of 2 doses (n=6) or 6 doses (n=15) of VIR-2218 200 mg
given subcutaneously every 4 weeks were evaluated. Preliminary
data up to the final follow-up visits for the 2-dose (week 48) and 6-
dose (week 44) regimens are presented.

Results: Five of 6 participants receiving the 2-dose regimen
completed study week 48 and, to date, 7 of 15 participants receiving
the 6-dose regimen have completed study week 44. All participants
achieved >1-log reduction in hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg). The
6-dose regimen was associated with greater mean maximum HBsAg
reduction (-1.96 vs —1.61 log,o IU/ml), and more sustained HBsAg
reductions (-1.76 vs —0.87 log;, IU/ml at week 44) compared with
the 2-dose regimen (Figure). In both cohorts, adverse events (AEs)
were generally grade 1 or 2 and no AEs resulted in discontinuation of
study drug. Most participants had normal alanine aminotransferase
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(ALT) levels throughout the study; 2 participants in each regimen had
grade 1 ALT elevations. No treatment-related serious AEs were
reported.

Conclusion: These preliminary data support that a longer duration of
treatment with VIR-2218 results in deeper and more sustained
reductions in HBsAg. In both regimens of VIR-2218, no differences in
safety or tolerability were observed.
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hepatitis B patients with 24-week treatment of subcutaneous PD-
L1 Ab ASC22 (Envafolimab) plus nucleos (t)ide analogs

Guiqiang Wang', Yimin Cui?, Yao Xie®, Qianguo Mao?, Qing Xie®,

Ye Gu®, Xin-Yue Chen’, Guoxin Hu®, Yongfeng Yang®, Jiajie Lu'®,
Guizhou Zou'!, Qin Zhang'?, Lei Fu'®, Yongping Chen', Xiaolin Guo'?,
Jinlin Hou'®, Yuemei Yan'?, Handan He'”, Jinzi Wu'”. ! Peking University
First Hospital, Infectious Diseases Department, Beijing, China; Peking
University First Hospital, Clinical Trial Center, Beijing, China; >Beijing
Ditan Hospital Capital Medical University, Beijing, China; “Xiamen
Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Xiamen, China; *Ruijin
Hospital of Medical College of Shanghai Jiaotong University, Infectious
Diseases Department, Shanghai, China; ®Shenyang Sixth People’s
Hospital, Shenyang, China; “Beijing YouAn Hospital Capital Medical
University, Beijing, China; Peking University Shenzhen Hospital,
Shenzhen, China; °Nanjing Second Hospital, Nanjing, China; "®West
China Hospital of Sichuan University, Chengdu, China; "'The Second
Affiliated Hospital of Anhui Medical University, Hefei, China, °Shanghai
Tongren Hospital, +-#, China; *Xiangya Hospital of Central South
University, Changsha, China; The First Affiliated Hospital of Wenzhou
Medical University, Wenzhou, China; '°The First Hospital of Jilin
University, Changchun, China; "*Nanfang Hospital of Southern Medical
University, Guangzhou, China; ' Ascletis BioScience Co., Ltd., Hangzhou,
China

Email: john131212@sina.com

Background and aims: Blockade of PD-1/PD-L1 pathway can restore
T cell functions and lead to a potential cure for chronic hepatitis B
(CHB). Hepatitis flares are considered to be mainly immune-
mediated and may be linked or mark transitions to HBsAg reduction,
even clearance. Previous studies indicated that PegIFN treatment may
result in 18-24% of patients with ALT flares since it is an immune
modulators. siRNA, a direct antiviral, however, caused as low as 6% of
patients with ALT flares. Here we reported characterization of ALT
flares and their relationship with HBsAg reduction, seroclearance and
seroconversion from the interim analysis of a Phase IIb clinical trial in

CHB patients with 24-week subcutaneous PD-L1 antibody ASC22
(Envafolimab) plus Nucleos (t)ide analogs (NAs) treatment.
Method: This randomized, single-blind, multi-center Phase IIb trial
enrolled a total of 149 CHB patients (negative HBeAg, HBsAg
<10000 IU/ml and HBV DNA <20 IU/ml) in two cohorts for 24-week
treatment of ASC22 (1 or 2.5mg/kg) and 24-week follow-up
(NCT04465890). The relationship between ALT flares and HBsAg
reduction/loss was analyzed in patients who completed 24-week
treatment of 1 mg/kg ASC22 Q2W (n=33) or PBO Q2W (n=11) + NAs.
An AT flare is defined as a transient elevation in serum ALT greater
than 3-fold baseline level and more than 2X ULN (upper limit of
normal).

Results: The baseline serum levels of HBsAg, ALT and AST were
comparable between patients receiving ASC22 or PBO plus NAs.
Seven patients had HBsAg reduction >0.5 log;o IU/ml, and were all
with baseline HBsAg <500 IU/ml. Three patients even experienced
HBsAg seroclearance (undetectable, <0.05 [U/ml). One patient with
HBsAg loss had seroconversion of HBsAb 6 weeks after the last dosing
of ASC22 (Figure 1A). ALT flares were observed in 5/33 (15%) patients
in ASC22 group compared to none in PBO group. Among the patients
with HBsAg reduction >0.5 log,, [U/ml or HBsAg loss, 4/7 (57%) and 2/
3 (67%) experienced ALT flares, respectively (Figure 1B). No clinically
meaningful changes of total or direct bilirubin were observed in
patients with ALT flares. However, more immune-related AEs (irAEs)
occurred in ASC22 group. Most common irAEs were Grade 1 ALT/AST
elevation and rash.

Conclusion: ALT flares occurring during ASC22 treatment were
shown to be an indicator of a clinically meaningful immune response,
resulting in significant HBsAg reduction and subsequent HBsAg loss/
HBsAb seroconversion.
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Lonafarnib combination with peginterferon Lambda diminished
triphasic HDV kinetic pattrn seen under Lambda monotherapy:
the LIFT HDV study

Sarah Duehren', Christopher Koh?, Julian Hercun?, Farial Rahman?,
Pallavi Surana?, Anusha Vittal?, Walter Lai?, Ohad Etzion?,

Scott Cotler!, Jeffrey Glenn*, Harel Dahari', Theo Heller?. Program for
Experimental and Theoretical Modeling, Division of Hepatology,
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Email: harel.dahari@gmail.com

Background and aims: We recently reported that Lambda InterFeron
combination Therapy (LIFT) is safe and tolerable for up to 6 months in
most patients with HDV. The goal of the current study was to
characterize HDV RNA, HBV DNA, HBsAg and ALT kinetics during and
after lonafarnib (LNF) and pegylated IFN-A (Lambda) combination
therapy.

Method: Twenty-six chronic HDV infected patients participated in a
randomized, open-label Phase 2a clinical study of oral LNF 50 mg plus
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Figure: (abstract: 0S092)

ritonavir (RTV) 100 mg twice daily and subcutaneous Lambda
180 mcg weekly for 24 weeks, followed by per-protocol post-
therapy monitoring for 24 weeks. Three patients completed <24
weeks (12, 16, and 20 weeks). All participants were started on
tenofovir or entecavir prior to therapy. Kinetic data were obtained
weekly for the first four weeks, and then every four weeks during and
post treatment. HDV kinetic phase changes were defined as a 2-fold
change in slope. HDV RNA was measured by Robogene 2.0 (limit of
quantification, LoQ = 14 cp/ml).

Results: Mean pretreatment HDV RNA, ALT, and HBsAg were 4.9 log
[U/ml [IQR 1.6], 80 U/L [IQR 45], and 3.8log cp/ml [IQR 0.5],
respectively. Fourteen (54%) patients had pretreatment HBV DNA
target not detected (TND) and 12 patients had mean HBV DNA 2.6 log
[U/ml [IQR 0.38]. During therapy, patients fit into 4 HDV kinetic
patterns (Fig. 1): monophasic, MP (n =9, Fig. 1A), biphasic, BP (n =11,
Fig. 1B), triphasic/transient, TP (n=2, Fig. 1C), and flat-partial
response, FPR (n =4, Fig. 1D). HBsAg remained at pretreatment level
in all patients (not shown). All patients had a transient ALT increase
during therapy (mean 6-fold [IQR 4] from upper limit of normal
(40 IU/ml). Six (of 14) patients maintained HBV serum levels at TND,
while the other 8 had transient increases or fluctuations from
baseline TND. Of the 12 patients with high baseline HBV DNA levels, 8
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maintained high levels throughout treatment, and 4 dropped to TND.
A 2 log decline (or LoQ, n = 15) from pre-treatment HDV levels at end
of therapy (EOT) was seen in 23 (88%) patients: 9/9 MP, 11/11 BP, 2/
2 TP, 1/4 FPR. Mean ALT level at EOT was 94 IU/ml [IQR 31], similar to
pretreatment levels. At end of follow-up (EFU), 5 (4 MP and 1 BP) out
of 15 patients who had HDV LoQ at EOT remained LoQ (Fig. 1A and B),
and the remaining had rebound (from EOT) with a mean value of
483 log IU/ml [IQR 1.9]. Eleven (42%) patients achieved ALT
normalization at EFU.

Conclusion: We previously reported in the LIMT-1 study (The Liver
Meeting, AASLD 2019 #LP12) 5 HDV kinetic patterns under Lambda
monotherapy: MP (19%), BP (22%), FPR (19%), and triphasic/staircase
(40%). Compared to Lambda monotherapy, including LNF signifi-
cantly (p=0.009) diminished the HDV triphasic/staircase kinetic
patterns to 8%, suggesting that LNF reduces intracellular HDV
production. The LIMT-1 study saw successful HDV viral decline in
only 45% of patients, while the present study showed 88% success in
reducing HDV by more than 2 log.
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Real life study of bulevirtide in chronic hepatitis delta:
preliminary results of the ANRS HD EP01 BuleDelta prospective
cohort
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Background and aims: About 5 % of positive-HBsAg patients are
infected with the hepatitis Delta virus (HDV), leading to an increase of
2 to 5-fold of cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma, and a higher
mortality in comparison with chronic hepatitis B alone. The
management of chronic hepatitis delta (CHD) has improved recently
in France, with the availability of bulevirtide (BLV) within an early
access program in September 2019 and thanks to a conditional
marketing authorization since September 2020.

Method: The aim of the BuleDelta cohort, a French multicenter ANRS
|MIE observatory is to analyze the efficacy and the safety of BLV in
patients treated since September 2019. This preliminary analysis has
been performed in patients treated for at least 24 weeks (W24). The
biological response was defined as a normalization of ALT, the
virologic response as a decrease of HDV RNA of at least 2 log IU/ml or
HDV RNA undetectability, the combined response as the association
of both.

Results: as of October 1st, 2021, 138 patients have been included in
the BuleDelta cohort: 66% were male, mean + SD age of 42 + 11 years;
54 % were of European or Asian origin and 44 % from Sub-Saharan
Africa, 12 % presented HIV coinfection, 73% were treated with nucleo
(s)tides analogs (NUC) and 42% with pegylated interferon-o (Peg-
IFN).

Atbaseline (D0), the mean HDV RNAwas 6.1 + 1.4 log IU/ml; HBV DNA
was above quantification threshold in 38 patients (mean 2.6 + 1.6 log
IU/ml).

The preliminary analysis included the 98 out of 138 patients with
available data at W24 in whom 54 (55%) were treated with BLV only,
and 44 (45 %) in association with peg-IFN. Overall 74 (76 %) were
concomitantly treated with NUC. The mean decrease of HDV RNA at
W24 was of 1.9+14log IU/ml (2.6 and 1.6log IU/ml with and
without peg-IFN, respectively). The virologic response at W24 was
observed in 55 (56%) patients (80% and 37%, with and without peg-
IEN, respectively). Among these 55 patients, the virologic response

was observed in 8 (15%) patients at W4, in 26 (47%) at W8 and in 38
(69%) at W12. The biological response was observed in 36 out of 98
(37%) patients at W24 (34% and 40%, with and without peg-IFN,
respectively) and the combined response in 25 (26%) patients at W24
(36% and 17%, with and without peg-IFN, respectively).

In the 43 patients without virologic response at W24, Figure 1
presents which therapeutic strategy was adopted. No patient had
Peg-IFN add-on.

Treatment decision

Treatment Increase of BLV BLV
HDV viral load at W24  continuation from 2 to 10 mg/d  interruption
Quantifiable (n=34) 26 (76.5%) 6 (17.6%) 2 (5.9%)
Detectable below 8 (88.9%) 0 (0%) 1(11.1%)

quantification limit
(n=9)

Conclusion: In this first real life study, a decrease of HDV viremia
greater than 2 log IU/ml after 24 weeks of treatment of BLV was
observed in more than half of patients with CHD and was associated
with a normalization of ALT in half of them. Updated results will be
presented at the meeting.
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Therapeutic vaccine JNJ-0535 induces a strong HBV-specific T-cell
response in healthy adults and a modest response in chronic HBV-
infected patients
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Background and aims: JNJ-0535 is a hepatitis B virus (HBV)-specific
therapeutic DNA vaccine administered via electroporation (EP)-
mediated intramuscular injection. JNJ-0535 comprises 2 plasmids
encoding either HBV core or polymerase ( pol) proteins. Induction of
functional core and pol-specific T cells was evaluated in healthy and
chronic HBV (CHB)-infected individuals.

Method: First in human (FIH) study 64300535HPB1001 evaluated
total doses of 0.25 mg (n=6), 1 mg (n=7) or 6 mg (n=10) JNJ-0535
(containing equal quantities of the 2 plasmids) or placebo (n=7)
delivered by intramuscular electroporation with TDS-IM v2.0 in CHB
patients who were virologically suppressed, HBeAg- and on stable
nucleos (t)ide therapy. Study 64300535HPB1003 evaluates the 6 mg
dose of JNJ-0535 in healthy volunteers (HVs) (n=12). PBMCs
collected at baseline, during the vaccination period (10-14 days
after the 3 vaccinations, and during follow-up were evaluated for T
cell responses against core and pol using ex vivo IFNy ELISpot and
intracellular cytokine staining (ICS). Results of the vaccination period
will be presented for both studies comparing the 6 mg dose.
Results: A >3-fold increase in ELISpot responses over baseline to core
and/or pol was observed in 5/10 CHB patients (50%) and in 11/12 HVs
(91.7%) at 6 mg JNJ-0535. Six (50%) HV responded to both antigens
whereas no CHB patients responded to both antigens. JNJ-0535
vaccination induced a higher median (interquartile range) maximum
fold-increase in T cell responses from baseline in HV (24.4 [10.1-51])
compared to CHB patients (4.8 [4.4-10]). Overall, vaccine-induced
core-specific CD4+ T cells were polyfunctional in both HV and CHB
patients for ELISpot responses >150 SFU/million PBMC.
Polyfunctional core-specific CD8+ T cells were only induced in HV.
No safety issues have been identified for JNJ-0535 vaccine delivered
by intramuscular electroporation.
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Conclusion: T cell responses induced in HV were superior to those in
CHB patients at a JNJ-0535 dose of 6 mg in terms of the proportion of
responders, the magnitude of fold-increase from baseline, the
breadth (number of antigens) and CD4+ and CD8+ core-specific T
cell polyfunctionality. This supports the hypothesis that CHB
infection negatively impacts the ability of patients to induce T cells
in response to therapeutic vaccination.
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Sustained 12 week off treatment antiviral efficacy of ATI-2173, a
novel active site polymerase inhibitor nucleotide, combined with
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate in chronic hepatitis B patients, a
phase 2a clinical trial
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Therapeutics, United States; ?ARENSIA Exploratory Medicine, Moldova;
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Background and aims: ATI-2173 is a novel phosphoramidate liver-
targeted prodrug of clevudine that functions as an active site
polymerase inhibitor nucleotide (ASPIN). In Phase 1, ATI-2173
demonstrated potent hepatitis B virus (HBV) activity with sustained
off-treatment responses 4 to 24 weeks after discontinuation. The
SAVE-1 Phase 2a trial evaluated the efficacy of ATI-2173 + tenofovir
disoproxil fumarate (TDF) in treatment-naive chronic HBV-infected
(CHB) patients.

Method: A randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial
(NCT04847440) was conducted at sites in Moldova and Ukraine.
Each cohort had 10 CHB patients randomized 8:2 to receive either
25 mg or 50 mg of ATI-2173 + TDF or placebo (PBO) + TDF daily for 90
days. HBV DNA and HBV RNA were measured using a Roche cobas
6800 (lower limit of quantification; LLOQ =10 IU/ml, and 10 copies/
ml respectively). The Roche RNA assay is investigational use only.
Hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) was measured using a Roche
Elecsys (LLOQ =0.05 IU/ml).

Results: Most patients were hepatitis B e antigen-negative (90%).
Change from baseline virologic responses (HBV DNA) at the end of
treatment for TDF alone (N=4), 25 mg (N =8) and 50 mg ATI-2173 +
TDF (N =8) were —3.53, —3.72, and —3.54 log, [U/ml, respectively. No
changes in HBsAg were observed. HBV RNA mirrored the HBV DNA
responses on treatment. At 12 weeks off treatment, viral load
response in the TDF arm was —0.66, while the 25 mg and 50 mg
arms had maintained suppression of —3.20 and -3.50 log;, IU/ml,
respectively (Figure). 0/4 in the TDF alone, 3/8 in the 25 mg cohort
and 3/8 in the 50 mg cohort had HBV DNA below the limit of
quantification <10 IU/ml at 12 weeks off treatment. By the week 12
visit, none of the 16 subjects in the ATI-2173 +TDF arms restarted TDF
compared to 1 of 4 in the TDF alone arm who restarted TDF at week 8
due to virologic relapse (HBV DNA >2000 IU/ml). An off-treatment
alanine aminotransferase (ALT) flare was observed in the TDF arm but
not in the ATI-2173 arms.

Figure: Mean HBV DNA change from baseline across arms.
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Conclusion: Similar on- and off-treatment HBV DNA antiviral activity
was observed between 25 mg and 50 mg cohorts of ATI-2173 + TDE In
the off-treatment period, ATI-2173 + TDF provided prolonged HBV
DNA suppression, longer time to rebound, and absence of ALT flares
compared to TDF alone. 24-week off-treatment data will be presented
at the conference.

NAFLD: Diagnostics and non-invasive
assessment
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Impact of type 2 diabetes on the accuracy of non-invasive tests of
liver fibrosis: a comprehensive analysis of 1, 051 biopsy proven
NAFLD patients showing clinical implications
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Background and aims: It has been suggested that non-invasive tests
(NITs) of liver fibrosis are less accurate in type 2 diabetes (T2D). We
aimed to compare the diagnostic accuracy of six NITs between
patients with and without T2D, to explain the observed differences,
and to adapt diagnostic algorithms for clinical practice accordingly.
Method: 1, 051 patients with non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
(NAFLD), liver biopsy, blood fibrosis tests (NAFLD fibrosis score,
FIB4, Fibrotest, FibroMeterV2G), vibration controlled transient elas-
tography (VCTE), and the combinatory elasto-blood test
FibroMeterVCTE were included. The study end point was advanced
fibrosis (NASH CRN staging) on liver biopsy.

Results: The difference in result for NAFLD fibrosis score was highly
significant between patients with and without T2D, T2D being
included in the test formula. Consequently, only 11% of the patients
with T2D were included in the rule-out zone of the NAFLD fibrosis
score. AUROCs of the five other NITs were significantly lower in
patients with T2D, mostly because of a decrease in specificity. The
decrease of FIB4 specificity was explained by the significantly higher
age of patients with T2D. After adjustment for age, there was no
longer significant difference in FIB4 accuracy between patients with
and without T2D. The decrease of specificity observed for Fibrotest,
FibroMeterV2G, and FibroMeterVCTE was explained by age but also
by higher alpha2macroglobulin level which is known to increase in
T2D. Sensitivity of NITs was not affected by T2D but, because of the
twofold higher prevalence of advanced fibrosis in this group, it
masked a doubled raw number of false negatives in T2D. The
sequential algorithm FIB4-VCTE had 90.3% diagnostic accuracy in
patients without T2D versus only 79.0% in T2D (p<0.001). To
maintain rates of false-positives and false-negatives in a similar range
than obtained with the FIB4-VCTE algorithm in patients without T2D,
diagnostic algorithms in patients with T2D required specialized tests
(first-line  VCTE or  FibroMeterV2G, then  second-line
FibroMeterVCTE).

Conclusion: The diagnostic accuracy of NITs is different between
patients with and without T2D because of the different prevalence of
advanced fibrosis in these two populations, but also because T2D
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itself modifies the level of some biomarkers. The diagnosis of
advanced liver fibrosis in T2D should use first-line specialized tests.
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Machine learning algorithms identify novel biomarker
combinations for NAFLD
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Background and aims: Application of machine learning algorithms
for developing diagnostic tests (or NITs) has grown across multiple
disciplines, with models achieving promising classification perform-
ance levels. For non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), detection of
non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) and advanced fibrosis remains
challenging. We aimed to develop classifiers by applying machine
learning algorithms to stage NAFLD patients.

Method: Data from the LITMUS Metacohort, which includes adults
with biopsy-proven NAFLD were analyzed for NASH (NAS>4) and
advanced fibrosis (F>3), staged according to the NASH-CRN scale.
Thirty-three predictors (clinical characteristics, serum biomarkers
and FibroScan-VCTE) were included in the analysis. Any missing data
were handled by multiple imputation. Data were randomly split (75/
25) into training and validation sets. Gradient boosting method
(GBM) was applied to develop a classifier for each component of
NASH (ballooning, inflammation, steatosis) and for advanced fibrosis,
with repeated 10-fold cross-validation to tune hyperparameters.
Class predictions for each component of NASH were aggregated to
obtain a total NASH probability. Area under the receiver operating
characteristic (AUC) curve was used to evaluate performance.
Results: Data from 720 NAFLD adults were analyzed (training set:
540, validation set: 180), of which 53% had NASH and 26% advanced
fibrosis (including 7% cirrhotics). The AUCs for each component of
NASH in the training/validation sets were: steatosis (0.68/0.66),
inflammation (0.72/0.80), and ballooning (0.66/0.69). The aggregate
GBM model for NASH achieved an AUC of 0.79 in the training and 0.74
in the validation set. For the GBM model for advanced fibrosis, the
AUC was 0.90 and 0.84 in the training and validation sets,
respectively. Different predictors were selected as most informative
for the NASH components and fibrosis models (Table 1).

Table 1: Top five predictors for NASH components and fibrosis
models

Steatosis Inflammation Ballooning Fibrosis
1 Body mass Hemoglobin BMI Liver stiffness
index (BMI) measurement-
VCTE
2 Cytokeratin- Age Alkaline CK-18 M30
18 (CK-18) phosphatase antigen
M30 antigen
3 Age Hyaluronic acid Systolic blood Hyaluronic
pressure acid
4 Procollagen P3NP N-terminal type PRO-C3
11l peptide I collagen
(P3NP) propeptide (PRO-
C3)
5 Alanine Tissue inhibitor Aspartate Haemoglobin
transaminase matrix aminotransferase Alc
metalloproteinase
1 (TIMP1)

Conclusion: The GBM algorithm produced a high performing model
for detecting advanced fibrosis, performance was less impressive for
the NASH models. Better predictors, with understood associations to
steatosis, inflammation and ballooning, are needed to develop more

robust models for detecting NASH. Validation of the models in the
prospective LITMUS cohort is underway.
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Background and aims: Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD)
patients with significant fibrosis ( fibrosis stage>2) are candidates for
pharmacological trials. Here, we compared head-to-head the
diagnostic accuracies of non-invasive models, MEFIB (magnetic
resonance elastography [MRE] plus FIB-4), MAST (magnetic reson-
ance imaging-aspartate aminotransferase [AST]), and FAST
(FibroScan-AST) for detecting significant fibrosis.

Method: This prospective study included 563 biopsy-proven NAFLD
patients undergoing contemporaneous MRE, MRI proton density fat
fraction (MRI-PDFF), and FibroScan from two prospective cohorts.
Each model was categorized into three classes as rule-in, indeter-
minate, and rule-out, using rule-in/-out criteria. Diagnostic perfor-
mances of models were evaluated by area under the receiver
operating characteristic (AUROC).

Results: The mean age was 56.5 years and 49% were male. Significant
fibrosis was observed in 51.2%. To predict significant fibrosis, MEFIB
outperformed both MAST and FAST (both p <0.001); AUROCs (95%
confidence interval) for MEFIB, MAST, and FAST as categorical
variables were 0.901 (0.875-0.928), 0.770 (0.730-0.810), and 0.725
(0.683-0.767), respectively. Using rule-in criteria, positive predictive
value of MEFIB (95.3%) was higher than FAST (83.5%, p=0.001), but
similar to MAST (90.0%, p = 0.056). Notably, MEFIB'’s rule-in criteria
covered more of the study population than MAST (34.1% vs. 26.6%; p
=0.006). Using rule-out criteria, negative predictive value of MEFIB
(90.1%) was higher than either MAST (69.6%) or FAST (71.8%) (both p
<0.001).

Conclusion: MEFIB showed the reliability of rule-in/-out, with a
better predictive performance compared to MAST and FAST. Thus, a
two-step strategy by MEFIB (FIB-4 followed by MRE), may be used to
identify >2 stage fibrosis.

Key words: NAFLD, significant fibrosis, MEFIB, FAST, MAST, diagnosis,
validation
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Background and aims: EASL recently proposed in its 2021 guidelines
an algorithm for the diagnosis of advanced liver fibrosis (AF) in
patients with non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD). This original
algorithm is based on the sequential use of FIB4, then vibration
controlled transient elastography (VCTE) and, innovatively, on the use
of patented serum tests as third-line procedure. Our objective was to
evaluate the diagnostic accuracy of this algorithm (FIB4/VCTE/
patented serum test) in a large cohort of NAFLD patients.
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Method: 1, 051 NAFLD patients with liver biopsy were included in
three tertiaries centres. Four non-invasive fibrosis tests were
available: FIB4, VCTE, FibroMeter and Fibrotest. The ELF score was
available in a subgroup of 396 patients. AF was defined on liver biopsy
as fibrosis >F3 according to the NASH-CRN classification

Results: The median age was 58.1 years, half of the patients were
diabetic, and 60% were male. The prevalence of AF was 39.5%.
Agreement between two non-invasive fibrosis tests (FIB4 then VCTE,
VCTE then patented serum test) increased specificity and positive
predictive value to respectively 83-89% and 79-85%, versus 58-75%
and 56-65% with single fibrosis tests. Within the EASL algorithm, the
third line testing with a patented serum test allowed to correctly
reclassify 29% (FibroMeter), 42% (Fibrotest) and 65% (ELF) of the false
positive results following the FIB4 then VCTE sequence. All these
results justified the sequential use of NITs proposed by the EASL
algorithm. Accuracy of the EASL algorithm for the diagnosis of AF is
detailed in the Table. In the whole study population, both FIB4/VCTE/
FibroMeter and FIB4/VCTE/Fibrotest algorithms performed similarly.
Same results were obtained in the subgroup of 396 patients where
the FIB4/VCTE/ELF algorithm was available. In the whole population,
28.7% of F3-F4 patients were false negatives, among whom only 18.5%
had cirrhosis. The EASL algorithm provided 85% sensitivity for the
diagnosis of cirrhosis.

Conclusion: Our study validates the algorithm proposed by the EASL
in its latest 2021 guidelines for the diagnosis of AF in NAFLD.

Figure: Accuracy of the 2021 EASL algorithm for the diagnosis of AF

Whole study

population (n=1, 051) ELF group (n=396)
First line test FIB4 FIB4 FIB4 FIB4 FIB4
Second line test VCTE VCTE VCTE VCTE VCTE
Third line test FibroMeter  Fibrotest ~ FibroMeter  Fibrotest — ELF
Diagnostic accuracy (%) 814 82.8 84.1 859 874
Sensitivity (%) 713 713 735 73.5 735
Specificity (%) 88.0 90.2 89.4 92.0 94.3
Negative predictive value 82.5 82.8 87.1 874 87.7
(%)
Positive predictive value 79.6 82.7 77.6 82.2 86.6
(%)
Negative likelihood ratio 033 0.32 0.30 0.29 0.28
(%)
Positive likelihood ratio 5.97 732 6.93 9.24 12.93
(%)
0dd ratio 18.3 23.0 234 321 46.0
Second line test 573 573 55.1 55.1 55.1
requirement (%)
Third line test requirement ~ 38.3 383 354 354 354
(%)
Biopsy rate (%) 6.8 12.7 71 144 119
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Utility of FIB-4 thresholds to identify patients with at-risk F2-F3
NASH based on screening data from a 2000 patient biopsy
confirmed cohort of resmetirom Phase 3 clinical trial, MAESTRO-
NASH

Jorn Schattenberg!, Naim Alkhouri2, Rebecca Taub?, Jim Hennan?,
Mazen Noureddin®, Stephen Harrison®. Johannes Gutenberg-
University Mainz; *Arizona Liver Institute; >Madrigal Pharmaceuticals,
Conshohocken, United States; “Madrigal Pharmaceuticals; >Cedar Sinai
Medical Center; ®Pinnacle Research, United States

Email: rebeccataub@yahoo.com

Background and aims: MAESTRO-NASH NCT03900429 is a 52-week
Phase 3 registrational double blind placebo controlled NASH clinical
trial to study the effect of resmetirom in patients with NASH and
significant liver fibrosis. Eligibility requires at least three metabolic
risk factors, fibroscan VCTE kPa >8.5 and biopsy-proven NASH with
fibrosis stage 1B, 2, or 3 (or 1A/C with PRO-C3>14), and NAFLD
activity score (NAS) >4 with at least 1 in each NAS component. FIB-4
of >1.3 is frequently used to identify potential at-risk NASH patients
and patients with FIB-4 <1.3 may be considered low risk.

Method: FIB-4 cutoff values of 1.3 and 1.0 were applied to ~2000
patients who screened for MAESTRO-NASH with screening labs,
fibroscan, MRE, MRI-PDFF and a screening liver biopsy. Relationships
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between screening FIB-4 >1.0 and >1.3 and liver biopsy NAS and
fibrosis stage were assessed.

Results: 56.9% F2, 40.3% F3, 24.4% F4 biopsy confirmed patients had
FIB-4 < 1.3 and, 46.4% of patients with active NASH (NAS>4) fibrosis
F2/F3 had FIB-4 < 1.3 (Table). 32.6% of F2 and 18.0% of F3 subjects had
FIB-4 < 1.0. In patients with active NASH (NAS>4), 41.7% of F2 and
17.3% of F3 subjects had FIB-4 < 1.0. NAS > 4 F2-F3 patients with FIB-
4 > 1.3 had mean age 61.1 while NAS >4 F2-F3 patients with FIB-4 <
1.3 had mean age 52.2 (p <0.001); those with FIB-4 > 1.0 had mean
age 59.9; NASH patients with FIB-4 < 1.0, had mean age 47.6 (p<
0.001). More low risk NAFLD patients (FO, F1A/C) had FIB-4 < 1.3 than
FIB-4 < 1.0 (FO, 84.3% versus 58.1%, respectively). Absolute values of
AST (p<0.0001), ALT (p <0.0001), PRO-C3 (p <0.0001), HbAlc (p=
0.0001), GGT (p<0.0001) and MRE (p <0.0001) showed statistically
significant differences between low risk (FO) and high risk (F2-F3)
NASH patients and could be used to further stratify risk.
Conclusion: Based on a large Phase 3 data set of biopsy confirmed
NASH patients, FIB-4 > 1.3 lacks the sensitivity to accurately identify
patients with at-risk F2-F3 NASH. The influence of age on FIB-4 may
require an age adjustment to ensure younger patients are not
removed from consideration for therapy.

FIB-4 (1.3) FIB-4 (1.0)

All Biopsy Subjects n < 1.3/total pts. % n < 1.0/total pts. %
FO 199/236 843 137/236 58.1
F1A/C 212/293 724  147/293 50.2
F1B 119/184 64.7  74/184 40.2
F2 253/445 569  145/445 326
F3 303/752 403  135/752 18.0
F4 21/86 244  10/86 11.6
All Subjects 1107/1996 555  648/1996 325
Patients with FIB-4 (1.3) FIB-4 (1.0)
Eligible NAS >4 %<1.3/NAS eligible %<1.0/NAS eligible

pts. pts.
FO NA NA
F1A/C 58.9 28.6
F1B 63.9 43.6
F2 55.8 41.7
F3 39.2 17.3
F4 NA NA
All Subjects 479 25.0

Liver tumours: Clinical aspects except therapy
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Radiomic model based on contrast-enhanced CT imaging to
predict early recurrence for patients with hepatocellular
carcinoma after radical resection

Liying Ren', Dongbo Chen?, Tingfeng Xu', Pu Chen?, Bigeng Zhao',
Hongsong Chen?, Weijia Liao". 'Affiliated Hospital of Guilin Medical
University, Laboratory of Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Surgery; *Peking
University People’s Hospital, Peking University Hepatology Institute,
Beijing Key Laboratory of Hepatitis C and Immunotherapy for Liver
Disease, China

Email: liaoweijia288@163.com

Background and aims: Radical resection remains an effective
strategy for patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), unfortu-
nately, the postoperative early recurrence (recurrence within 2 years)
rate is still high. Therefore, we developed a radiomic model based on
preoperative contrast-enhanced CT (ce-CT) to evaluate the early
recurrence for patients with a single tumor.

Method: We enrolled a total of 422 patients from two centers who
were diagnosed with single HCC and received radical resection. At
first, the features from venous and arterial phase of ce-CT were
extracted based on the region of interest (ROI), and the early
recurrence related radiomic features were selected via the Least
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Absolute Shrinkage and Selection Operator proportional hazards
model (LASSO Cox) model and determined radiomic scores for each
patient. Then the clinicopathologic data were combined to develop a
model to predict early recurrence by Cox regression. Last we
evaluated the prediction effect of this model by multiple methods.
Results: A total 1915 radiomic features were extracted from ce-CT
images, and 31 of them were used to determine the radiomic scores,
which showed significant difference between early recurrence and
non-early recurrence groups. Univariate and multivariate Cox
regression analyses result showed radiomic scores and serum AFP
were independent indicators and were used to develop a combined
model to predict early recurrence. The area under the receiver
operating characteristic curve (AUC) were 0.77 and 0.74, while C-
indexes were 0.712 and 0.674, respectively in the training and
validation cohorts. The calibration curves and decision curve analysis
showed satisfactory accuracy and clinical utilities, as well. Kaplan-
Meier curves based on the recurrence-free survival (RFS) and overall
survival (0S) showed significant differences.

Conclusion: The preoperative radiomic model showed value to
predict early recurrence for patients with single HCC.

Figure 2:

Figure 1:

Figure 3:
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Circulating vesicles hold etiology-related protein biomarkers of
cholangiocarcinoma risk, early diagnosis and prognosis
mirroring tumour cells
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Background and aims: Cholangiocarcinomas (CCAs), heterogeneous
biliary tumors with dismal prognosis, lack accurate early-diagnostic
methods, especially important for individuals at high-risk (i.e.
primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC)). Here, we aimed to identify
precise non-invasive CCA biomarkers.

Method: Serum extracellular vesicles (EVs) from patients with: i)
isolated PSC (n = 39); ii) PSC without clinical evidences of malignancy
at sampling who developed CCA overtime (PSC to CCA; n=10); iii)
concomitant PSC-CCA (n = 14); iv) CCAs from non-PSC etiology (n=
26); and v) healthy individuals (n=41) were analyzed by mass-
spectrometry. Diagnostic biomarkers of PSC-CCA, non-PSC CCA or
CCAs regardless etiology (pan-CCAs) were defined, and their
expression evaluated in human multi-organs and within CCA
tumors at single-cell level. Prognostic EV-biomarkers for CCA were
described.

Results: High-throughput proteomics identified candidate diagnostic
biomarkers for PSC-CCA, non-PSC CCA or pan-CCA, independent to
sex, age and CCA subtype. Machine learning logit modelling disclosed
PLCH1/FGL1 algorithm with diagnostic value of AUC=0.903 and OR =
27.8 for early-stage PSC-CCA vs isolated PSC, overpowering CA19-9
(AUC=0.608, OR = 2.0). An algorithm combining SAMP/A1AT allowed
the diagnosis of early-stage non-PSC CCAs compared to healthy
individuals (AUC=0.863, OR=18.5). Noteworthy, the levels of 6
proteins (ALBU;FIBB;FLG1;IGHAT;TLN1;IMA8) showed predictive
value for CCA development in patients with PSC before clinical
evidences of malignancy. Multi-organ transcriptomic analysis
revealed that serum EV-biomarkers were mostly expressed in
hepatobiliary tissues and scRNA-seq analysis of CCA tumors indicated
that some biomarkers -including PIGR, FGG, SERPINA1, FGL1- were
mainly expressed in malignant cholangiocytes. Multivariable analysis
revealed EV-prognostic biomarkers independent to clinical features,
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with FCN2/SDPR/FA9 panel being strongly associated to patients’
survival.

Conclusion: Serum EVs contain etiology-specific protein biomarkers
for the prediction, early diagnosis and prognosis estimation of CCA,
representing a novel tumor cell-derived liquid biopsy for persona-
lized medicine.
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Evaluation of the effectiveness of surveillance according to the
ultrasound liver imaging reporting and data system (US LI-RADS)
visualization score in patients with chronic hepatitis B

Min Kyung Park!, Yun Bin Lee’, Yoon Jun Kim', Jung-Hwan Yoon',
Dong Ho Lee?, Jeong-Hoon Lee'. 'Seoul National University College of
Medicine, Department of Internal Medicine and Liver Research Institute,
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Background and aims: Ultrasonography (US) is a standard surveil-
lance tool of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) in the high-risk group.
This study evaluated the detection power of the US and the
occurrence of primary liver cancer (PLC) according to the US Liver
Imaging Reporting and Data System (LI-RADS) visualization score.
Method: Consecutive patients with chronic hepatitis B undergoing
regular HCC surveillance were included in this cohort study.
Outcomes of interest included cumulative incidence of PLC and
false-negative rate of US (defined as no HCC on US conducted within 3
months prior to PLC diagnosis) according to baseline LI-RADS
visualization scores (A vs B/C). Risk factors associated with poor
visualization score were also analyzed.

Results: A total of 2, 002 patients were included in this study: 972
were classified as visualization score A and 1, 030 as either
visualization score B or C (score B, 1, 003; score C, 27). During a
median follow-up of 75 months (interquartile range, 69-77 months),
166 patients developed PLC (HCC, 158; others, 8). Patients with poor
visualization score (visualization score B or C) has significantly higher
risk of PLC than those with visualization score A (2.41%/year vs. 0.50%/
year: hazard ratio, 4.83; 95% confidence interval, 3.24-7.21; p < 0.001
by log-rank test) (Figure 1A). Higher false-negative rate of US was
observed in the poor visualization group than visualization score A
(43.5% vs. 20.0%). Furthermore, among 51.2% (85 of 166) patients
diagnosed as very early-stage PLC, merely 13.9% (10 of 72) of patients
with visualization score B/C were detected with US, while in 53.8% (7
of 13) among patients with visualization score A. Poor visualization
score was independently associated with the presence of liver
cirrhosis (adjusted odds ratio [aOR], 3.66) or fatty liver (aOR, 2.31),
high body mass index (aOR, 1.19), high FIB-4 score (aOR, 1.16), and
Child-Pugh score 6 (vs score 5: aOR, 2.24) (Figure 1B).

Conclusion: Chronic hepatitis B patients with US LI-RADS visualiza-
tion score B/C had a higher risk of PLC as well as false-negative rate of
US than those with score A. Surveillance using alternative computed
tomography or magnetic resonance imaging might be highly
recommended for patients with US LI-RADS visualization score B or C.
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Training, validation and testing of a multiscale three-dimensional
deep learning algorithm in accurately diagnosing hepatocellular
carcinoma on computed tomography
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Background and aims: Liver cancer ranks second globally in cancer
death and has a high case-fatality rate. The Liver Imaging Reporting
and Data System (LIRADS) categorizes liver observations on cross-
sectional imaging based on hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) risk.
Intermediate-risk observations require repeated scans making an
early diagnosis of HCC difficult. It remains uncertain if artificial
intelligence can improve the diagnostic performance of computed
tomography (CT) for HCC.

Method: We retrospectively collected archived thin-cut (<1.25 mm
slice thickness) contrast triphasic CT images in raw DICOM format
and relevant clinical information. CT observations were contoured
and categorized via LIRADS, with ground truth diagnosis of HCC
established via AASLD recommendations and validated by a clinical
composite reference standard based on subsequent 12-month out-
comes. We constructed several deep learning algorithms (NVIDIA
Tesla V100 GPUs, Dell Technologies), including the multiscale three-
dimensional convolutional network (MS3DCN, Figure 1) model
which uniquely considers the multi-phasic nature of CT, and followed
the Checklist for Al in Medical Imaging (CLAIM) framework for
algorithm training, validation and testing.
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Results: Among 2, 796 retrieved scans, 2, 281 were included with 3,
620 liver observations contoured. The cohort’s mean age was 58.4 +
14.2 years, 61.0% male, with 1, 214 (53.2%) at-risk for HCC. Median
observation size was 21.0 (IQR 12.6-41.3) mm; 793 (21.9%) had a
ground truth diagnosis of HCC. After randomly dividing observations
into training and validation sets in a 7:3 ratio, MS3DCN was the best-
performing algorithm at observation level for diagnosing HCC,
achieving an AUC of 96.9% (95%Cl 95.3%-98.2%), sensitivity 95.9%,
specificity 98.1%, positive predictive value (PPV) 93.7%, and negative
predictive value (NPV) 98.8%; compared to AUC 85.3% (95%CI 82.4%-
88.1%), sensitivity 71.3%, specificity 99.3%, PPV 96.7% and NPV 91.9%
for LIRADS. Sensitivity analysis found MS3DCN'’s diagnostic perform-
ance to remain robust, achieving an AUC of 96.3% (95%CI 95.8%-
97.6%) at patient level and 97.1% (95%CI 95.3%-98.6%) in the at-risk
cohort. In external testing of an independent cohort of 551 scans and
780 observations, MS3DCN achieved an AUC of 98.0% (95%CI 96.8%—
99.0%) and 97.6% (95%CI 96.0%-98.9%) at observation and patient
level respectively.

Conclusion: The MS3DCN deep learning model deployed to triphasic
CT was highly and robustly accurate in diagnosing HCC, superior to
LIRADS, with performance validated via internal validation and
external testing. Artificial intelligence-based technologies can facili-
tate precise establishment of diagnosis and improve clinical out-
comes. Supported by the Innovation and Technology Fund, the
Government of the HKSAR; and United Ally Research Limited, a
subsidiary of Hong Kong Sanatorium and Hospital Limited.

0S106
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Background and aims: Several lifestyle factors are associated with
risk of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), but actual impact may differ
in individuals with normal (lean) vs elevated (non-lean) body mass
index (BMI) due to differential prevalence. We aim to estimate the
population attributable risk (PAR) of modifiable lifestyle factors to
HCCburden in lean vs non-lean populations to prioritize these factors
for patient-level counseling and population-level cancer prevention.
Method: We conducted prospective analysis using data from the
Multiethnic Cohort (MEC), a large diverse cohort in Los Angeles
County/Hawaii with >20 years of follow-up. Incident HCC was
identified via cancer registry linkage. Lifestyle factors were obtained
from baseline questionnaire: smoking (never/former/current),
alcohol (noneflow/heavy), diet quality (alternate Mediterranean
diet (aMED) score: Q1 =lowest to Q5 = highest adherence), physical
activity (none/low/high), and coffee intake (0, 1, >2 cups per day).
Lean was defined as BMI <23 kg/m? for Asians and <25 kg/m? for non-
Asians. BMI-stratified multivariable Cox models examined associ-
ation of each factor with HCC adjusted for age, sex, race/ethnicity,
diabetes, and hypertension, followed by calculation of PAR (%).

Results: Of 181, 346 at risk participants, 753 developed HCC during
an average follow-up of 19.8 years. 23.1% of cases vs 35.0% of non-
cases were lean. At baseline, prevalence of current smoking was
higher in lean vs non-lean cases (33.2% vs 21.8%); 23.1% in both
groups reported heavy alcohol use. No physical activity was reported
in 50.3% of lean vs 45.0% non-lean cases, while 76.4% vs 84.6% had
suboptimal adherence to aMED diet (Q1-4). >2 cups/day of coffee
was reported by 14.2% of lean vs 22.0% of non-lean cases. Smoking
(former vs. never: HR =2.08, 95% CI 1.39-3.09; current vs. never: HR
=441, 2.85-6.81) and coffee (>2 vs 0 cups/day: HR=0.47, 0.29-0.77)
were associated with developing HCC for lean participants, compared
to smoking (former: HR=1.55, 1.26-1.89; current: HR =2.62, 2.04-
3.35), diet quality (Q5 vs Q1: HR =0.61,0.46-0.80), and coffee (>2 vs 0
cups/day: HR = 0.77,0.60-0.98) for non-lean participants. Alcohol use
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approached significance in the non-lean group (heavy vs none: HR
1.22, 0.98-1.53) while physical activity was not significant for either
group. Overall, the combined PAR for lifestyle factors was 65.2% in
lean compared to 37.4% in non-lean. The lifestyle factor with highest
PAR for both was coffee (45.1% lean, 14.8% non-lean), followed by
smoking (24.9% lean, 12.3% no-lean). All other lifestyle factors had
PAR <10%.

Conclusion: HCC burden can be substantially reduced through
modifiable lifestyle factors, more prominently for lean compared to
non-lean populations. Drinking >2 cups of coffee per day could
reduce up to 45% of HCC burden among lean individuals. Diet and
lifestyle counselling are critical to HCC prevention.
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Background and aims: While the role of distinct HCC tumor burdens
is quite consolidated, new insights about the impact of more granular
assessment of liver function in the prognosis of HCC patients are
emerging.

Avery recent review published in Journal of Hepatology described the
prognostic relevance of liver functional reserve across the various
non-surgical HCC treatments. Based on their experience, the authors
proposed a new staging algorithm combining liver functional reserve
and tumor bulk separating patients even within the Child-Pugh A and
B classes. The present study aims to validate the prognostic role of
such system.

Method: We retrospectively evaluated all patients with HCC who
were not surgically treated in two large Italian centers between 2010
and 2021. A Kaplan-Meier survival analysis was carried out
classifying patients according to the new classification proposed by
D’avola, Piscaglia et al. which identifies four different subclasses
considering the liver functional reserve:

LIR 1 (optimal) includes CPT class A patients with CPT score A5 and
with no previous hepatic decompensation, no high risk varices,
tumor related performance status (PS) <1 and ALBI grade = 1.

LIR 2 (suboptimal) includes CPT class A patients with ALBI grade <2
and PS<1 and either CPT score A5 but with a history of previous
hepatic decompensation or score A6 (regardless of previous history of
decompensation).

LIR 3 (intermediate) includes CPT class B patients with a CPT score of
B7 and PS<1 regardless of any previous decompensation.

LIR 4 (poor) includes decompensated CPT B or C cirrhotic patients
with a PS>2.
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Results: A total of 538 patients were analyzed. Median overall
survival was 41 months in LIR 1 (89 pts), 26 months in LIR 2 (209 pts),
20 months jn LIR 3 (84 pts) and 16 months in LIR 4 (156 pts).
Interestingly, LIR 1 median OS was significantly higher than LIR 2
subgroup ( p <0.05), despite both including only CPT class A patients.
LIR 2 OS which instead was closer to that of LIR 3 subgroup suggesting
an important prognostic role for ALBI grade and past episodes of
hepatic decompensation even for patients within the Child-Pugh A
class. Additionally within the CPT B/C classes, a current decompen-
sation must be kept separated from CPT B7 patients.

Conclusion: This new classification based on more granular
assessment of liver functional reserve confirms its significant
prognostic impact with significant differences even within the
same Child-Pugh class.

Public health
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Background and aims: Detection of patients with compensated
advanced chronic liver disease (cACLD) is of pivotal importance to
prevent the occurrence of complications and improve prognosis.
However, a structured screening program to detect patients with
cACLD has not been implemented into daily routine. Therefore, it was
the aim of the SEAL (structured detection of early liver cirrhosis)
program to evaluate the usefulness of a structured screening program
to detect cACLD.

Method: SEAL was a prospective cohort study conducted in two
states in Germany, Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland, between 01/
2018 and 02/2021. Patients participating in a precautionary program
(Check-up 35) with their primary care physician were offered
additional testing of liver function tests (AST and ALT). If AST/ALT
levels were elevated, the APRI score was calculated, and patients with
a score >0.5 were referred to a gastroenterologist/hepatologist for
more detailed evaluation of their liver disease. The primary end point
of this study was the diagnostic rate of cACLD (F3 and F4) compared to
a retrospective cohort (ICD-10 codes) of patients attending check-up
35 in the two states during 2016-2017 (n =349, 570).

Results: In total, 11, 859 patients were enrolled into the SEAL
program. Slightly more women (54.5%) than men participated in the
program, and the mean age of the cohort was 60 years. Elevated LFTs
were found in 737 patients (6.1%). The most frequent aetiology of liver
disease was non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (59%) followed by
chronic alcohol abuse (18%). cACLD was detected in 45 patients. The
standardized incidence of cACLD in the SEAL cohort was slightly
higher than in controls (3.832%., 95% CI 2.475, 5.188 vs. 3.358%., 95%
Cl 3.136, 3.580). In logistic regression analyses, SEAL was not
associated with a higher detection rate of cACLD after adjusting for
age and gender (OR 1.141, one-sided 95% CI 0.801, +Inf). When
patients with decompensated cirrhosis at diagnosis were excluded
from the control cohort, SEAL was associated with a higher detection
rate of cACLD on logistic regression analysis (OR 1.586, one-sided 95%
CI 1.056, +Inf).

Conclusion: The implementation of a structured screening program
may increase the detection rate of cACLD in the general population. In
this context, the SEAL program may serve as a feasible concept.
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mortality of alcohol-associated liver disease worldwide: a call for
action
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Background and aims: Harmful alcohol consumption cause a
significant burden of disease worldwide. To date, the impact of
alcohol-related public health policies (PHP) in alcohol-associated
liver disease (ALD) has not been adequately addressed. We aimed to
assess the association between alcohol-related PHP and ALD
mortality worldwide.

Method: We performed an ecological multi-national study including
193 countries. We recorded socio-demographic data from the World
Bank Open Data source. We registered the presence of alcohol-related
PHP in each country from the WHO GISAH (in 2016). Data on alcohol
consumption measures and their harmful health consequences were
collected from the WHO Global Information System of Alcohol and
Health (GISAH) and the Global Burden of Disease (GBD) databases
(updated to 2019). We constructed generalized linear models (GLM)
with a Poisson family distribution, logit link, and a robust variance
estimator to assess the association between the number of PHP and
disease burden outcomes. The models were adjusted by population
size and population structure.

Results: We included 193 countries (7, 626, 289,120 inhabitants); the
median number of PHP was 7 [6-8]. The most developed categories
were drink-driving policies and countermeasures (92.2%), tax
regulations (87%), limiting drinking age (84.5%), and restrictions to
alcohol access (81.9%). Other categories were national license,
production, and selling control (81.9%), government monitoring
systems and community support (74.1%), control over advertising and
promotion (70.5%), and presence of a national plan (50.3%).
Importantly, as higher number of PHP was associated with lower
mortality due to cirrhosis (all causes) ( prevalence ratio [PR]:0.78 95%
Cl: 0.67-0.90; p = 0.001), mortality due to ALD (RP:0.81 95%CI: 0.68-
0.98; p =0.029), cardiovascular mortality (PR:0.81 95%CI: 0.67-0.98;
p =0.029), and alcohol use disorder (AUD) (PR:0.80 95%CI: 0.63-0.99;
p=0.046) (Figure). The association between PHP on alcohol con-
sumption and burden of disease was significantly higher in Africa, the
Americas, and Asia.

Figure: Relationship between alcohol-related public health policies and
(A) deaths due to cirrhosis (all causes), and (B) deaths due to alcohol-
associated liver disease (ALD) in 2019.

Conclusion: Those countries with a higher number of PHP had lower
mortality due to cirrhosis (all causes), mortality due to ALD,
cardiovascular mortality, and AUD. Our results strongly encourage
the development and implementation of PHP on alcohol consump-
tion worldwide.
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Smoking, alcohol consumption and combined association risk for
developing liver cancer in chronic hepatitis B: a prospective study
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Background and aims: Evidence of liver cancer with tobacco
smoking and alcohol consumption remains controversial. We
aimed to investigate associations between liver cancer risk and
alcohol consumption, smoking, and the combined interaction
between these two risk factors in this prospective study.

Method: Baseline smoking and alcohol consumption were collected
from all subjects in a population-based prospective cohort. Cox
proportional hazard regression models were used to estimate hazard
ratios (HRs) and 95% confidence intervals (Cls) adjusting for potential
confounders. The population attributable fractions (PAFs) were
estimated. The cumulative incidences of liver cancer were generated
with the use of Kaplan-Meier methods and compared based on the
log-rank test.

Results: A total of 4003 participants were included in this study up to
3 years of follow-up, 72 liver cancer cases were identified. Alcohol
consumption was found to increase the risk of liver cancer with a
non-significant difference (Adjusted HR=1.19, 95% CI=0.66-2.16,
PAF = 3.83%). Smoking increased the risk of liver cancer in men (HR =
1.59, 95% Cl=1.22-2.06, PAF=26.69%). A dose-responsive pattern
between the duration and intensity of smoking and the risk of liver
cancer was noted. Similar results were also observed in men. Further
statistical analysis revealed interactions between the effect of
smoking and alcohol consumption on the risk of liver cancer,
contributing to 11.12% of liver cancer cases in our cohort.
Conclusion: The findings further support smoking is an independent
risk of liver cancer with a clear dose-and duration-dependent
relation. We also showed the combined effect of alcohol consumption
and smoking on the development of liver cancer.

(A)  Drinking Currentsmoking Quitsmoking Cas PAE (%)
No No. el

HR (95% C1)

Figure 1: The synergistic effect of smoking and alcohol contributed to
liver cancer risk (A. All population; B Male sex).

») ®

Figure 2: The cumulative incidence of liver cancer by drinking and
smoking status (A. Smoking; B. Drinking).
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Background and aims: Chronic liver diseases affects approximately
844 million individuals and causes an estimated two million deaths
per year. The most common causes are chronic viral hepatitis,
alcohol-related liver disease and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease.
With the availability of curative treatments and effective vaccines for
viral hepatitis and increasing prevalence of metabolic syndrome-the
landscape of liver diseases is shifting. In this study, we aimed to
describe the incidence and prevalence of a wide range of chronic liver
diseases as well as their role in mortality in Sweden.

Method: In this register-based, nationwide cohort study, aggregated
statistics, stratified on categories of age, sex and geographical
locations, on all adult Swedish inhabitants with a diagnosis of liver
disease during 2005 to 2019 were obtained from National registers.

Results: During 2005 to 2019, there were substantial changes in the
epidemiology of liver diseases in Sweden. The incidence of alcohol-
related cirrhosis increased by 18% annually (incidence rate 13.1/100,
000 in 2019). The incidence rate of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
and cirrhosis with unspecified etiology increased by 14% and 20%
annually respectively (incidence rate 15.2 and 18.7/100, 000).
Furthermore, incidence rates of chronic hepatitis C steeply declined,
while autoimmune hepatitis increased (3.4/100, 000). In parallel with
the increasing incidence of liver cirrhosis, liver malignancies have
become more common.

The most common causes of liver related mortality were alcohol-
related disease without a code for cirrhosis, alcohol-related cirrhosis,
and unspecified liver disease with mortality rates of 4.1, 2.9, and 2.8/
100, 000. Most liver diseases were more frequent amongst men.
Furthermore, varying differences was seen in the incidence rate
between regions, with some etiologies (e.g. autoimmune liver
diseases) being more common in rural areas.

Conclusion: The incidence rates of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease,
alcohol-related cirrhosis, unspecified liver cirrhosis has increased
during the last 15 years, in parallel with a decreasing incidence of
viral hepatitis. The incidence of AIH and hepatobiliary malignancies is
also increasing. Worryingly, mortality in several liver diseases
increased, likely reflecting the increasing incidence of cirrhosis.
Significant disparities of liver diseases exist across sex and geograph-
ical regions, which needs to be considered when allocating
healthcare resources.
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Background and aims: Systemic inflammation has been associated
with an increased risk for cardiovascular events. Liver cirrhosis is
associated with both systemic inflammation and endothelial dys-
function. However, a possible link between liver cirrhosis and
cardiovascular diseases remains poorly investigated. We here aimed
to analyze the risk of cardiovascular events (myocardial infarction
and stroke) in patients with liver cirrhosis compared to non-cirrhotic
patients in a population-based study from Northern Germany.
Method: Analysis was based on administrative data from one large
German public health insurance fund. All adult individuals continu-
ously insured until death or the end of observation period (2010-
2019) were included. We used a pre-observation period (2010-2012)
to exclude individuals with cardiovascular events prior to the start of
observation in 2013. The presence of liver cirrhosis and cardiovas-
cular risk factors were identified using ICD-10 codes. Myocardial
infarction and stroke were analyzed as a composite and as individual
end points. To determine the risk of cardiovascular events in patients
with liver cirrhosis we used a multivariable Cox regression adjusted
forage, gender and selected cardiovascular risk factors (hypertension,
heart failure, atherosclerosis, chronic ischemic heart disease, obesity,
nicotine abuse, dyslipidemia, diabetes, alcohol abuse and chronic
renal failure with dialysis).

Results: A number of 1.29 million patients were included. Liver
cirrhosis was present in 6, 517 individuals (0.51%) at the start of the
observation in 2013. Individuals with liver cirrhosis were older (62.8
vs. 55.9yr), more often male (60.4% vs. 44.6%) and had more
comorbidities (e.g. alcohol abuse 39.5% vs. 2.3% or atherosclerosis
11.3% vs. 5.4%). Overall incidence of cardiovascular events was
significantly higher among patients with cirrhosis (7.7% vs 5.9%, p <
0.001). This difference was also documented when limiting the
analysis to the incidence of strokes (5.1% vs 3.5%, p<0.001). In
contrast, myocardial infarctions occurred with a similar frequency in
cirrhotic and non-cirrhotic individuals (2.8% vs 2.6%, p = 0.327). After
adjusting for potential confounders in the multivariable cox
regression analysis liver cirrhosis was associated with a 20.9% and
37.3% higher risk of overall cardiovascular events (p<0.001) and
strokes in particular, respectively, while there was no risk difference
with regard to myocardial infarction (p =0.703).

Conclusion: Liver cirrhosis is associated with a higher risk of stroke.
Importantly, this link is independent from other established
cardiovascular risk factors. A correspondingly higher risk of myocar-
dial infarction could not be demonstrated.
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MiR-122, the regulator of the immune privileged liver
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Background and aims: The liver, an immune privileged organ, is a
sanctuary for acute and chronic infections and a frequent site for
metastasis due to its immunosuppressive environment. Chronic liver
inflammation is a major risk factor for primary liver cancer.
Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is the fourth leading cause of
cancer related death, and metastatic liver cancer occurs even more
often. Fatty liver is apparent in 30% of the western world due to
western diet and lifestyle, increasing the risk of non-alcoholic
steatohepatitis (NASH). NASH fuels chronic inflammation which
could progress to cirrhosis and HCC.

Method: MicroRNA-122 (miR-122), the liver specific microRNA, plays
important roles in regulating several liver-specific processes and was
reported to be significantly down-regulated in HCC. Our group has
shown that: Inflammatory mediators regulate miR-122 expression
and secretion i.e. TNFa (Rivkin M et al Gastroenterology 2016). In
NASH, miR-122 is decreased in livers with increased inflammation,
steatosis and fibrosis. Upon increasing miR-122 expression the NASH
pathologies reverse (Chai C et al Gastroenterology 2020). MiR-122
functions as a hormone, it is produced in hepatocytes and affects
remote tissue (Chai C et al Gastroenterology 2017). Concurring with
previous studies, we have shown that miR-122 has tumor suppressive
effects through numerous mechanisms (Simerzin A et al Hepatology
2016).
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Figure: MiR-122 null mice develop fibrosis and ductular proliferation as well as initiation
of an inflammatory response. Liver sections from miR-122 null mice (null) and wild type
(WT) controls were obtained at the indicated ages (weeks). Staining for haematoxylin
eosin (H&E) and fibrosis (Sirius red). Immunohistochemical staining for cholangiocytes
(CK19), T cells (CD3) and Kupffer cells (F480).

Results: We generated a genetically modified mouse model by
deleting 60nt of miR-122, (miR-1222%°), The miR-1222%° mice
develop fibrosis and ductular proliferation as well as initiation of an
inflammatory response already by the age of 3 weeks progressing
with age. At a later age these mice develop NASH and HCC (age 40-80
weeks old). In a model of metastasis to the liver, miR-1222%° develop
significantly more secondary tumors in the liver with an aggressive
phenotype. RNA-seq analysis revealed enhanced epithelial-to-mes-
enchymal transmission (EMT). This was associated with an increase
in ADAM17 expression, a known target of miR-122, which we have
collaboratively shown, induces necroptosis of endothelial cells and
cause enhanced tumor cell invasion into parenchyma (Bolik ] et al, |
Exp Med paper in press). All these results teach to the pivotal role of
miR-122 in liver tolerance, inflammation and tumorigenesis.
Conclusion: Overall, miR-122 is on the one hand “anti-inflamma-
tory” and on the other hand a “tumor suppressor.” Understanding the
regulation of miR-122 and its downstream effects could shed light on
mechanisms of the diseased liver and potentially identify disease
biomarkers and lead to therapeutic strategies.
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Background and aims: CCA is a highly lethal primary liver cancer
with an increasing incidence and limited therapeutic options. The
primary cilium has been postulated to have a tumor-suppressor role
in the biliary tract being involved in several cancer-related pathways
including WNT, Hedgehog and NOTCH. Here, we aimed at identifying
and functionally characterizing primary cilium-associated genes with
translational relevance for CCA prognostication and treatment.
Method: Whole-transcriptome profiling was performed with RNA-
Seq on laser micro-dissected FFPE resected tissue specimens.
Knocking-down of OFD1 showed was performed using siRNA
interference transfections of CCA cells. Immunofluorescence staining
of cilia markers was used to analyze and count cilia.

Results: Overall, 70 CCA patients were included, 51% (36) had
intrahepatic and 49% (34) had extrahepatic CCA. Among 3392 and
6315 differentially expressed genes between tumour and normal
tissue and tumour and stroma, OFD1 was the top-ranked cilium-
associated gene (fold-change>2.5, p <0.01). siRNA-mediated deple-
tion of OFD1 induced ciliogenesis and suppresses tumour growth
in vitro in normal cholangiocyte and 4 different CCA cell lines. In the
Western blot, OFD1 knockdown significantly increase the expression
of ciliary proteins such as PCM1, ARL13B and Acetylated Tubulin,
while OFD1 overexpression reduced their expression. When asses-
sing the impact of OFD1 on prognosis, higher expression of OFD1 was
significantly associated with a worse overall survival in resected CCA
patients (10 vs 39 months; HR 2.33, 95%CI 1, 01-5, 31, p=0.03).
Conclusion: We demonstrated that OFD1 acts as an oncogene in CCA
and experimentally-induced depletion of OFD1 stimulated ciliogen-
esis and suppressed tumour growth in vitro. Interestingly, higher
OFD1 expression adversely impacted survival of CCA patients
undergoing curative-intent resection. This work identifies the
primary cilium-associated gene OFD1 as a novel promising thera-
peutic target and prompts ciliotherapy development in CCA.
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Background and aims: Human antigen R (HuR) or Embryonic Lethal
Abnormal Vision-Like 1 (ELAVL1) is a ubiquitous member of the ELAV/
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Hu family of RNA-binding proteins (RBPs). Under normal physio-
logical conditions HuR is primarily nuclear. However, upon specific
stimuli, e.g. stress signals, HuR translocates to the cytoplasm where it
functions as a potent regulator of the stabilization and translation of
target mRNAs. By binding to U/AU-rich elements (AREs) typically
present in the 3’-untranslated region (UTR) of mRNAs, HuR post-
transcriptionally controls the expression of many proteins and hence
governs diverse molecular and cellular functions. Thus, in addition to
its implication in disease, HuR is involved in physiological processes,
e.g. adipogenesis, myogenesis, senescence, and immune response.
However, the role of HuR in hepatic glucose metabolism remains to
be addressed and constitutes the main aim of the present work.
Method: HuR expression was modulated in cultured primary mouse
hepatocytes and in the THLE-2 human liver cell line stimulated with
glucagon, glucose or insulin, as well as in mice fed a high-fat diet
(HFD) during 4 days or subjected to glucagon administration for 30
min. Next, changes in glucose levels, RNA and protein expression,
HuR localization, fluxomic analysis with *C-uniformly labelled
glucose, RNA and RNA immunoprecipitation (RIP) and sequencing
(Seq) assays were performed.

Results: Hepatic HuR expression was increased after intraperitoneal
administration of glucagon in mice, while it remained unchanged in
the glucagon receptor knockout animal model. Conversely, HuR
expression decreased in mice upon insulin injection into the inferior
cava vein. Importantly, HuR expression was significantly upregulated
in the liver of a cohort of type II diabetes mellitus (T2DM) patients
and in the insulin resistance in vivo model consisting of mice fed a
HFD during 4 days. HuR was mainly located in the nucleus upon
glucose and insulin stimuli, whereas it translocated to the cytoplasm
after glucagon administration. Silencing the expression of HuR in the
HFD mouse model sensitized the liver to insulin-mediated glucose
uptake and subsequent glycolysis, while its gluconeogenic capacity
was reduced. Importantly, ablating hepatic HuR expression resulted
in a two-fold reduction of subcutaneous white adipose tissue weight
due to increased lipolysis. Moreover, RNA-Seq analysis revealed
different expression signatures of RNAs involved in glucose metab-
olism upon modulation of HuR expression. Finally, RIP-Seq experi-
ments identified a panel of HuR-interacting mRNAs encoding
proteins with molecular functions that helped explain how HuR
controls liver glucose homeostasis.

Conclusion: Given that HuR appears to be a master regulator of
glucose metabolism, we propose that HuR ought to be considered as a
potential pharmacological target for the clinical management of
T2DM.
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Background and aims: Biliary complications (BC) are one of the most
common complications after orthotopic liver transplantation. Up to
25% of liver transplant recipients will develop BC, a major factor
determining long term patient survival. BC have been associated with
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pre-transplant cold storage conditions, hypoxia and insufficient
regeneration of biliary epithelial cells (BEC) following transplant-
ation. BEC have primary cilia (PC), a unique organelle that is crucial to
sense the extracellular environment and regulate cell proliferation. In
this study we investigate the impact of PC and regeneration in the
setting of BC arising post liver transplantation.

Method: Human biopsies were used to study the structure/function
of PC in liver transplant recipients with (N=7) and without BC (N=
12). We developed novel murine models of liver pre-transplantation
stages, where we can study the role of PC in BEC, using conditional
ablation of PC (K19CreER" KIF3AM™™*/MX mouse model). Lastly,
Tubastatin Awas used to stabilise PC and promote BEC regeneration,
in a combination of in vitro and in vivo models of cold storage.
Results: BEC's PC are shortened prior to transplantation in livers that
later develop BC (p=0.006). We identify hypoxia as the main
molecular mechanism responsible of this damage during cold
storage conditions.

Hypoxia induced shortening/loss of PC triggers the onset of cellular
senescence, impairing the regenerative capacity of BEC in vitro and in
vivo. We also explore how hypoxia-independent genetic ablation of
PC induces cellular senescence, indicating the presence of a feedback
loop that negatively impacts the regenerative response of BEC after
liver transplantation.

Inhibition of cellular senescence (using p21~/~ mice or by adminis-
tration of senolytics) preserves PC during cold storage ( p=0.0004),
improving BEC regeneration. We finally show how stabilisation of PC
during cold storage improves BEC proliferation in vitro (p =0.0005).
Conclusion: pre-transplantation hypoxic conditions trigger the loss
of PC in BEC, impairing biliary regeneration through cellular
senescence. Our results indicate that PC represent a potential novel
therapeutic target to improve biliary regeneration and prevent BC
development during liver transplantation.
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NFATc1 drives progressive liver inflammation and fibrosis by
regulating pro-apoptotic stress responses

Muhammad Umair Latif!, Geske Schmidt?, Sercan Mercan?,
Kristina Reutlinger?, Elisabeth Hessmann?, Shiv Kumar Singh?,
Philipp Strobel?, Volker Ellenrieder?. 'University Medical center
Gottingen, Department of Gastroenterology, Gastrointestinal Oncology
and Endocrinology, Géttingen, Germany; 2University Medical center
Gattingen, Department of Gastroenterology, Gastrointestinal Oncology
and Endocrinology, Gottingen, Germany; >University Medical center
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Background and aims: Chronic liver inflammation lead to fibrosis
and cirrhosis, which is the 12th leading cause of death in the world.
Many acute and chronic liver disorders including hepatic inflamma-
tion originate from stress conditions followed by some complex inter
cellular processes. Progression of the disease can progress to
distinctive cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma development.
Here, we describe a key role of NFATc1 in liver damage, inflammation,
and fibrosis. NFATc1, beside its well-established role in inflammatory
diseases and inflammation-associated tumors, has not been com-
prehensively studied in liver diseases. This project aimed to
characterize the functional implications of NFATc1 and its therapeutic
potential in inflammatory liver diseases.

Method: To address this, we analyzed NFATc1 activation in patients
with inflammation/fibrosis, cell lines and mice tissues, pretreated
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with Thioacetamide (TAA), using immunoblot, RT-PCR and immu-
nohistochemistry. Liver tissues from vehicle and TAA treated
NEATc1™, NFATC1°* and NEATc1" mice were examined for NFATc1
dependent morphological changes by analyzing inflammation, and
fibrosis. RNA-seq analysis in AML12 cells was performed to identify
NFATc1 regulated gene signatures and signaling mechanisms. We
further highlighted the therapeutic potential of NFATc1 dependent
signaling mechanisms by their inhibition, both in-vivo and in-vitro.
Results: Liver biopsies from patients with inflammation/fiborsis
revealed increased NFATc1 expression and nuclear localization in
hepatocytes. Moreover, TAA induced NFATc1 activation resulted in
progressive inflammation, fibrosis and cirrhosis whereas hepatocyte-
specific depletion of the transcription factor prevented mice from
liver damage. Mechanistically, hepatocyte specific NFATc1 activation
drives chronic ER stress-responses and promotes apoptosis (cleaved
Caspase-3) and pro-inflammatory signaling cascades through PERK-
CHOP-mediated NLRP3 inflammasome activation. Finally, TUDCA
mediated inhibition of NFATc1-driven signaling prevented hepato-
cyte damage and subsequent inflammation/fibrosis.

Conclusion: Together, our study successfully established the role of
NFATc1 in liver inflammation and fibrosis through terminal ER-stress
signalling and subsequent NLRP3 inflammasome activation in
hepatocytes. This study also highlighted the therapeutic potential
of ER-stress inhibition by TUDCA. In fact, TUDCA application resulted
in strikingly lower liver damage and fibrosis in mice.
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Background and aims: PPAR-delta agonists exert beneficial effects in
liver disease and reduce total bile acid levels. Since little is known
about the mechanism whereby PPAR-delta agonism reduces bile acid
levels, the aim of the current study was to investigate the molecular
pathways responsible for reducing bile acid synthesis in hepatocytes
following treatment of the selective PPAR-delta agonist, seladelpar.
Method: Wild type C57BL/6 mice were gavaged with vehicle (PBS) or
seladelpar (10 mg/kg body weight), and gene expression in the liver
and ileum was examined 6 hours later by qPCR. For mechanistic
studies, primary mouse hepatocytes isolated from wild type C57BL/6
mice, Ppar-alpha-/- mice, or Fgf21-/- mice were treated with
seladelpar for 48 hours, and gene expression analysis was performed.
The effect of seladelpar on bile acid regulation was also investigated
in primary human hepatocytes.

Results: Administration of seladelpar to wild type mice repressed the
liver expression of cholesterol 7 alpha-hydroxylase (Cyp7al), a rate
limiting enzyme for bile acid synthesis, and decreased plasma 7o-
hydroxy-4-cholesten-3-one (C4), the freely diffusible metabolite
downstream of Cyp7al, without affecting Farnesoid X receptor
pathway in the liver or ileum. In primary mouse hepatocytes,
seladelpar significantly reduced the expression of Cyp7al and
upregulated fibroblast growth factor 21 (Fgf21). The effect of
seladelpar on the expression of Cyp7al and Fgf21 was observed in
the hepatocytes isolated from Ppar-alpha-/- mice, confirming the
effect of seladelpar is not based on PPAR-alpha activation.
Recombinant Fgf21 protein repressed Cyp7al gene expression via
an activation of the JNK signaling pathway in primary mouse
hepatocytes. The suppressive effect of seladelpar on Cyp7al
expression was blocked by both a JNK inhibitor and in the absence
of Fgf21, indicating that Fgf21 plays an indispensable role in PPAR-
delta-mediated downregulation of Cyp7al. Reduction of CYP7A1
expression by seladelpar was confirmed in primary human
hepatocytes.

Conclusion: Seladelpar reduces bile acid synthesis via an FGF21-
dependent mechanism that signals, at least partially through JNK, to
repress Cyp7al.

NAFLD Therapy
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Dissecting the effects and mechanism-of-action of statin use on
fatty liver disease: a multidimensional study
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Background and aims: Statins are widely used for the prevention of
cardiovascular events and treatment of dyslipidemia. Previous
studies have suggested potential beneficial effects of statin use on
fatty liver disease, but the evidence is segmented and inconclusive.
This study aims to comprehensively investigate the epidemiological
and clinical evidence in this respect, and to understand the
mechanism-of-action in experimental models.

Method: The association between statin use and fatty liver disease
(FLD) was investigated in the Rotterdam Study (a population-based
prospective cohort), a biopsy proven FLD cohort and lastly in meta-
analysis of published clinical trials and cohort studies. The effect of
simvastatin and lovastatin on lipid accumulation was investigated in
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3D cultured human liver organoids fed with lactate, pyruvate and
octanoic acid to mimic steatosis. Since macrophages are the key
drivers of inflammation in FLD, human THP-1 macrophage cell line
was used to study inflammatory gene expression.

Results: In the Rotterdam Study cohort (n = 4352 participants), statin
use among participants with the metabolic syndrome (n = 1700) was
associated with decreased risk for steatosis (OR 0.45, 95%CI 0.33-
0.60, p <0.001) and fibrosis (OR 0.51, 95%CI 0.26-0.90, p=0.031). In
the biopsy proven patient cohort (n = 569), statin use in a subpopula-
tion with the metabolic syndrome (n=266) was associated with
decreased risk for non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (OR 0.49, 95%C1 0.25-
0.98, p = 0.04). In meta-analysis, lower levels of AST (mean difference:
—0.74 U/L) and ALT (mean difference: —0.87 U/L) were observed in
fatty liver disease patients using statins. Pooled odds ratio of 0.65
(95%C1 0.35-1.07) was estimated on the association of statin use and
FLD development. In liver organoids model of steatosis, we found
treatment with statins significantly inhibited the number of formed
lipid droplets, although the effect was prominent only at relatively
high concentration (10 microM). Our preliminary results suggest that
statin inhibits the expression of inflammatory genes, including IL-
1beta, IL-6, TNF-alpha and IL-8, but these results require further
confirmation.

Conclusion: Our epidemiological and clinical evidence strongly
supports the beneficial effects of statin use on multiple stages of
fatty liver disease; steatosis, fibrosis and steatohepatitis. This is likely
attributed to multiple mechanisms, including inhibition of steatosis
and inflammatory response.
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Biomarkers, imaging and safety in a well-compensated NASH
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Background and aims: There is mounting evidence that metabolic
alterations play an important role in non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
(NAFLD), which led to the notion to be renamed metabolic associated
fatty liver disease (MAFLD). When extending the focus of the studies
to systemic physiology, there are relevant comorbidities that
commonly appear with MAFLD such as obesity, insulin resistance
or cardiovascular diseases. Magnesium perturbations have been
characterized in steatohepatitis and associated comorbidities,
together with the role of Cyclin M4 (CNNM4) in modulating
magnesium homeostasis. Based on these results, we evaluated the
disease-modifying effects of a GalNAc-siRNA therapy targeting
CNNM4 in a MAFLD animal model with obesity and insulin
resistance.

Method: In vitro: Primary hepatocytes were stimulated with 400 uM
oleic acid (OA) for a MAFLD phenotype. In vivo: DIAMONDTM mice
were fed a high-fat sugar western diet (HFS-WD) for 25 weeks. Mice
were treated twice, at weeks 17 and 21, with either 1 mg/kg or 5 mg/
kg CNNM4-targeting GalNAc siRNA . Insulin resistance was char-
acterized by intraperitoneal glucose (IPGTT) and insulin (ITT)
tolerance tests and histopathological characterization of NASH was
assessed by determining steatosis, inflammation and fibrosis
development.
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Results: Treatment of primary hepatocytes with GalNAc siRNA
targeting CNNM4 reduced the lipid accumulation induced by OA
stimulation. In the in vivo Diamond mouse model, at 17th week,
when GalNAc siRNA treatment was initiated, DIAMONDTM mice had
already developed insulin resistance. siRNA treatment did not affect
weight gain or food consumption pattern. Hepatomegaly induced by
HFS-WD was partially controlled by GalNAc CNNM4-targeting siRNA,
while serum transaminases tended to decrease in treated mice.
Histopathological characterization showed a significant reduction in
steatosis and fibrosis development, together with a tendency of
reduced inflammation.

Conclusion: GalNAc CNNM4-targeting siRNA-based treatment
appears to reduce steatosis, inflammation and fibrosis in a MAFLD
animal model, in which mice develop comorbidities, such as insulin
resistance or obesity. Ongoing studies will characterize the effect on
systemic alterations in MAFLD such as cardiovascular risk or pancreas
and kidney functionality.
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Multiple doses of thyroid hormone receptor-beta agonist TERN-
501 were well-tolerated and resulted in significant dose-
dependent changes in serum lipids and sex hormone binding
globulin in a first-in-human clinical study
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Background and aims: Thyroid hormone receptor-beta (THR-beta)
agonists reduce low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), decrease
liver fat, and improve liver histology in patients with non-alcoholic
steatohepatitis (NASH). TERN-501 is a novel, metabolically stable,
highly selective THR-beta agonist. In a first-in-human (FIH) study,
single doses of TERN-501 were well-tolerated with significant
changes in LDL-c, apolipoprotein B (Apo B), and sex hormone
binding globulin (SHBG). Here we describe multiple ascending dose
results from the TERN-501 FIH study.

Method: Healthy participants (n=8/cohort) with mildly elevated
LDL-c were randomized 3:1 to receive TERN-501 (3, 6, or 10 mg) or
placebo once daily for 14 days in 3 cohorts. Intensive PK was assessed
on Days 1 and 14, and pharmacodynamic markers were measured
pre-dose on Days 1, 3, 5, 8,11, and 13, and on Days 15, 17, and follow-
up. Safety assessments were performed throughout the study.
Results: All 24 subjects completed the study without study drug
discontinuations. All adverse events (AEs) were mild (Grade 1); no
AEs by preferred term occurred in >1 subject. Vital signs and
electrocardiograms remained stable. Transaminase changes in TERN-
501 groups compared to placebo were unremarkable. Dose-depend-
ent declines in free thyroxine were observed without clear changes in
thyroid stimulating hormone or signs or symptoms of hyper/
hypothyroidism. TERN-501 plasma exposures were dose-propor-
tional with low variability. Median half-life was >15 h in all cohorts.
SHBG increased dose-dependently with least squares mean (LSM)
changes from baseline of 55%, 134%, and 166% on Day 15 in TERN-501
3, 6, and 10 mg groups, respectively (—12% in placebo; see Figure).
Statistically significant dose-dependent LSM reductions in Apo B of
—18%, —23% and -28% in the 3, 6, and 10 mg groups, respectively, were
observed on Day 15 (—6% in placebo). Total cholesterol was reduced in
all TERN-501 groups and maximum LSM LDL-c decreases during
dosing were —22%, —28%, and —27% for 3, 6, and 10 mg (-8% in
placebo; see figure).

Conclusion: Once daily TERN-501 at 3, 6, and 10 mg for 14 days was
overall safe and well-tolerated. TERN-501 increased SHBG, a key
marker of hepatic THR-beta engagement, in a dose-dependent
fashion. Significant reductions in atherogenic serum lipids with
favorable PK observed in this study support further investigation of
TERN-501 for NASH treatment alone or in combination with other
agents.
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Background and aims: NASH is a serious healthcare burden.
Although there has been steady progress in advancing drug
development, no new drug is approved yet for this condition. The
primary aim of this clinical trial is to evaluate the safety, pharmaco-
kinetics, and efficacy of ZSP1601 that is a pan-phosphodiesterase
(PDE) inhibitor to decrease producting TNF-a to reduce liver
inflammation in NASH patients.

Method: This is a double-blind and randomized phase Ib study in 36
NASH patients (aged 18-65 years), the study is consisted of three dose
cohorts (50 mg QD, 50 mg BID, 100 mg BID), 12 patients were
enrolled for every cohorts of which 9 received ZSP1601 and 3 received
placebo orally for 28 days.The patients who were diagnosed by liver
biopsy or met clinical features that contains the following two
criteria: ALT>1.5xULN (male 75U/L, female 60U/L) for two
examinations within 28 days with an interval greater than 7 days;
BMI>25 kg/m? and a baseline MRI-PDFF of liver >10% were enrolled.
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Results: A total of 36 NASH patients were enrolled and completed the
study. After the consecutive administration of ZSP1601 50 mg QD,
50 mg BID or 100 mg BID for 28 days, the plasma concentration
reached steady state on the third day. The AUC increased gradually
with increasing dose. There is a relatively lower accumulation of
ZSP1601. MRI-PDFF was measured at baseline and day 29. The
patients received ZSP1601 50 mg QD or BID or 100 mg BID or placebo
had a mean relative reduction from baseline in MRI-PDFF of 12.43%,
21.88%, 25.50% and 12.80%. >30% reduction in MRI-PDFF relative to
baseline was measured in 7 patients received ZSP1601 and 1 patient
received placebo. The mean reduction of ALT from baseline were
24.8 U/L, 38.94 U/L, 55.06 U/L and13.55 U/L. The ALT of 8 patients
decrease to normal, including 1 patient in 50 mg QD cohort, 2
patients in 50 mg BID cohort, 4 patients in 100 mg BID cohort and 1
patient in placebo cohort. And the AST of patients in ZSP1601 cohorts
also showed obvious change from baseline. In addition, the Cap,
HOMA-IR, FIB4, APRI and CK-18 decreased in ZSP1601 cohort.18 of 36
(50%) patients experienced at least one mild or moderate adverse
event (AE), and the incidence rates of AEs were 77.8% and 66.7% in
ZSP161 cohorts and placebo cohort, respectively. No serious adverse
event. ZSP1601 was well-tolerated in this study. The most frequent
AEs were adaptive headaches, creatinine slightly transiently elevated,
diarrhoea and indigestion.

Conclusion: The results of this clinical trial showed that a significant
reduction in liver fat by MRI-PDFF and ALT level of NASH patients
enrolled after 28-days treatment. The phase 1b study suggested that
ZSP1601 is safe and effective. The efficacy of 50 mg BID and 100 mg
BID cohort were better than the 50 mg QD cohort and placebo cohort.
Comparing with the results of other new drugs treating for NASH
clinical study, the efficacy of ZSP1601 are inspiring. (This trial
registered number is NCT04140123).

Cirrhosis and its complications: Portal
Hypertension
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The association between proton pump inhibitor exposure and key
liver-related outcomes in patients with cirrhosis: a veterans
affairs cohort study

Nadim Mahmud', Marina Serper!, Tamar Taddei?, David Kaplan®,
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Email: nadim.mahmud@gmail.com

Background and aims: The impact of proton pump inhibitor (PPI)
use on infection, decompensation, and mortality remains a point of
controversy in patients with cirrhosis. We aimed to explore these
associations in a large U.S. dataset while accounting for complex
confounding relationships.

Method: This was a retrospective cohort study of patients with
compensated cirrhosis in the Veterans Health Administration (VHA).
We identified all PPI prescriptions in the VHA and time-updated PPI
exposure every 30 days, including PPI dose which was normalized to
omeprazole equivalents. Inverse probability treatment weighting
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(IPTW) and Cox regression analysis adjusted for time-updated
cardiovascular comorbidities, statin medications, antiplatelet medi-
cations, and hospitalized gastrointestinal bleed (GIB) were con-
structed for outcomes of infection, decompensation, and all-cause
mortality.

Results: A total 76, 251 patients were included, 23, 628 (21.0%) of
whom were on PPI at baseline. Patients on baseline PPl were more
often white (64.4% vs. 60.0%, p < 0.001), had higher body mass index
(median 29.3 vs. 28.3, p<0.001), and had more cardiovascular and
metabolic comorbidities. In IPTW Cox regression, there was a
significant interaction between hospitalized GIB and PPI exposure
such that there was no association between PPI use and all-cause
mortality in patients without hospitalized GIB (hazard ratio [HR]
0.99, 95% confidence interval [CI] 0.97-1.02, p=0.58), but PPIs were
associated with reduced hazard of mortality in those who experi-
enced hospitalized GIB (HR 0.88, 95% CI 0.84-0.92, p<0.001). PPI
exposure was associated with increased hazard of cirrhosis decom-
pensation (HR 1.64, 95% CI 1.61-1.68, p <0.001) and severe infection
(HR 1.21, 95% CI 1.18-1.24, p<0.001), with increased hazard with
higher dose exposure (each p<0.001). Among infection types, the
strongest observed association was with spontaneous bacterial
peritonitis, where PPI exposure conferred a 77% increased hazard
(HR 1.77,95% CI 1.66-1.88, p <0.001).

Conclusion: PPI exposure was associated with an increased risk of
severe infection, in particular SBP, as well as cirrhosis decompensa-
tion. Regarding all-cause mortality, PPI usage had a protective
association in patients with prior hospitalized GIB, but no association
with mortality apart from this population. These findings suggest
that PPIs should not be avoided in patients with cirrhosis in the
setting of an appropriate indication.
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Background and aims: Non-invasive tests (NIT) for clinically
significant portal hypertension (CSPH; hepatic venous pressure
gradient [HVPG] >10mmHg) have predominantly been studied in
patients with active HCV-infection, while investigations after HCV-
cure are limited and yielded conflicting results. Thus, we conducted
an individual patient data meta-analysis.

Method: 418 patients with pre-treatment HVPG>6 mmHg who
achieved sustained virological response (SVR) and underwent post-
treatment HVPG-measurement. Paired data on pre-/post-treatment
liver stiffness-measurement (LSM)/platelet count (PLT) was available
in 324 patients.

The derived non-invasive criteria were validated against the direct
end point hepatic decompensation in 470 compensated advanced
chronic liver disease (cACLD) patients with SVR.

Results: At a median of 28.4 (IQR: 24-44) weeks post-treatment,
HVPG decreased in 79.7%, remained unchanged in 5.5%, and
increased in 14.8%; median relative difference: —18.8 (IQR: —32.8-
[-4.8])%. Among patients with pre-treatment CSPH (84.4%), HVPG-
decreases >10% were observed in 208 (64.2%).

In cACLD patients with paired NIT, the correlation between LSM/
HVPG was significantly stronger post- vs. pre-treatment (Spearman’s
p=0.68 vs. 0.53; P<0.001), while that of PLT/HVPG remained
unchanged. HVPG tended to be lower post- vs. pre-treatment for
any given LSM/PLT-value within the range relevant for clinical
decision-making, indicating the need for dedicated algorithms after
HCV-cure.

A non-linear model combining post-treatment (FU-)LSM/PLT yielded
a high diagnostic accuracy (AUC: 0.89 [95%CI: 0.85-0.93]) for post-
treatment CSPH in cACLD and can be used to estimate the probability
of CSPH in an individual patient (Figure). Post-treatment LSM <12 kPa
and PIT >150 G/L excluded CSPH (sensitivity: 99.2%), while LSM
>25 kPa was highly specific (93.6%) for CSPH.

S90 Journal of Hepatology 2022 vol. 77(S1) | S1-S118


mailto:mattias.mandorfer@meduniwien.ac.at

The LSM <12 kPa and PLT >150 G/L-criterion was achieved in 185/470
(39.4%) cACLD patients and their 3-year decompensation risk was 0%.
In patients with post-treatment LSM >25 kPa (77/470[16.4%]), 3-year
decompensation risk was 14.2%, while it was 1.3% in those (208/470
[44.3%]) meeting none of the above criteria.

Conclusion: NIT can exclude/rule-in CSPH after HCV-cure and predict
clinical outcomes. Based on these findings, Baveno VII recommends
that patients with LSM <12 kPa and PLT >150 G/L (CSPH excluded; no
decompensation risk) may be discharged from portal hypertension
surveillance (NIT = endoscopy), if no co-factors are present, while
continuation of carvedilol is warranted in those with LSM >25 kPa
(CSPH ruled-in; increased decompensation risk). In patients not
meeting these criteria, the presence of post-treatment CSPH can be
estimated by the provided 3-D plot/nomogram or determined by
HVPG-measurement.

G.S. and S.L. contributed equally.
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Background and aims: Carvedilol (Cv) has greater reducing effect on
portal hypertension than propranolol and has antioxidant and anti-
inflammatory properties. Statins reduce intrahepatic vascular resist-
ance. Some proinflammatory cytokines such as IL-6 have been
involved in the progression of cirrhosis. The effect of Cv on systemic
inflammation is unclear and whether combination with simvastatin
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may modulate this effect in patients with clinically-significant portal-
hypertension (CSPH).

Method: Patients with cirrhosis and high-risk varices wereconsecu-
tively included. The hepatic venous pressure gradient (HVPG) was
measured before and after propranolol i.v. and non-responders (i.e.
HVPG-decrease<20%) were treated with Cv and randomized to
receive simvastatin (Sv) (40 mg/d) or placebo (Pb), under double-
blind conditions. One month Ilater, the chronic hemodynamic
response was assessed. Plasma was obtained in each hemodynamic
study to determine proinflammatory cytokines (IL-6, TNF-o, IL-18,
MCP-1) and oxidative stress markers (NO, MDA, FvW).

Results: We included 82 patients, 41 treated with Cv + Sv 41 with Cv
+Pb. Baseline clinical and hemodynamic characteristics, and cytokine
levels were similar. The inflammatory cytokines IL-6, MCP-1, and
MDA decreased significantly (p<0.05) in both groups, but sucha
decrease was greater with Cv+Sv (p <0.01). No significant changes
were observed in the other markers. HVPG decreased significantly
with both, Cv+Pb (19 £ 3 mmHg to 17 £ 3 mmHg, p <0.001) and Cv +
Sv (19+4 mmHg to 16+4 mmHg, p<0.001). The decrease was
greater with Cv+Sv (=17+12% vs —-11+8%, p=0.05). In patients
with chronic decrease in HVPG >20%, A% IL-6 was significantly higher
with Cv+Sb (-30£6 vs —11 £ 2, p=0.04). Significant correlation was
observed between IL-6 and HVPG at follow-up (r=0.52, p <0.001).
Conclusion: In patients with cirrhosis and CSPH, carvedilol achieves
a significant reduction in proinflammatory cytokines and oxidative
stress mediators and improves the portal hypertension. All these
changes are significantly increased by adding simvastatin. This
suggests that the addition of simvastatin to carvedilol may improve
clinical efficacy.
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Background and aims: Non-selective beta-blockers (NSBB) may
reduce the risk of decompensation in patients with clinically
significant portal hypertension (CSPH). We aimed to improve the
available algorithms for the non-invasive diagnosis of CSPH by
evaluating spleen stiffness measurement (SSM) in patients with
compensated advanced chronic liver disease (cACLD).

Method: This is a retrospective study in patients with liver stiffness
measurement (LSM) >10 kPa, no previous decompensation, and
available measurements of hepatic venous pressure gradient (HVPG),
LSM and SSM referring to our tertiary center in Bologna. The
diagnostic algorithms were adequate if negative (NPV) and positive
predictive value (PPV) >90% when ruling-out and in CSPH, respect-
ively; these models were validated in a cohort from Verona. The 5-
year decompensation rate was reported in each risk group.

Results: One-hundred-ten patients were included in the derivation
cohort (CSPH prevalence 58.6%). Available algorithms based on LSM
and platelet count (PLT) (LSM >25kPa or LSM >20 kPa and PLT
<150.000/mm?® for ruling-in CSPH and LSM <15 kPa or LSM <20 kPa
and PLT >150.000/mm> for ruling out-CSPH) were validated.
However, a large number of patients (38-59%) remained in the grey
zone with indeterminate results for CSPH presence. The application
of SSM cut-off 40 kPa and PLT 150.000/mm?> in the “grey zone”
patients allowed to significantly reduce the rate of indeterminate
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results to 16-23%, maintaining adequate NPV and PPV (above 90%)
(Figure 1A). The combined algorithms were validated in an
independent (Verona) cohort of eighty-one patients. A nomogram
based on LSM, SSM and PLT was developed to predict the individual
probability of CSPH presence (AUROC = 0.966) (Figure 1B); the model
performed significantly better than the Anticipate model (p <0.05).
During follow-up, 21-63% of first decompensation events occurred in
the patients within the “grey zone” according to the models based
only on LSM and PLT, whereas almost all decompensation events
occurred in the “rule-in” zone defined by the models including SSM.

Patient with CACLD
(LSM 210 kPa)

LSM >25 kPa
LSM <20 kPa AND GREY ZONE OR
PLT 2150 x10°%/L LSM >20 kPa AND

PLT <150 x10%/L

J Discordant SSM and PLT values l

‘ SSM <40 kPa SSM >40 kPa AND PLT = 150.000/mm?
AND

SSM >40 kPa
AND

PLT 2 150.000/mm? SSM <40 kPa AND PLT <150.000/mm3 PLT <150.000/mm?

RULE-OUT CSPH GRAY ZONE
CONSIDER OTHER TESTS
(IMAGING, HVPG)

RULE-IN CSPH
TREAT WITH NSBB

DO NOT TREAT WITH NSBB

Figure 1 (A) Proposed algorithm based on liver stiffness, platelet count
and spleen stiffness for the diagnosis of CSPH in cACLD patients; (B) A
newly proposed nomogram based on liver stiffness, platelet count and
spleen stiffness to predict the presence of CSPH.

Conclusion: The addition of SSM significantly improves the clinical
applicability of the algorithms based on LSM and platelet count for
CSPH diagnosis. Our models can be used to non-invasively identify
candidates for NSBB treatment and patients at high-risk of
decompensation.
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Background and aims: The role of variceal embolization at the time
of transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt (TIPS) creation for
the prevention of variceal rebleeding remains controversial. This
study aimed to evaluate whether adding variceal embolization to TIPS
placement could further reduce the incidence of post-TIPS variceal
rebleeding in patients with cirrhosis.

Method: From June 2014 to February 2016, 134 consecutive cirrhotic
patients who had variceal bleeding in the past 6 weeks were
randomly assigned (1:1) to receive TIPS alone (TIPS group, n=65) or
TIPS plus variceal embolization (TIPS +E group, n=69) to prevent
variceal rebleeding. The primary end point was all-cause rebleeding.
Results: TIPS placement and variceal embolization was successful in
all patients. During a median follow-up of 63.1 months in the TIPS
group and 61.8 months in the TIPS + E group, the primary end point
was met in 21 patients (32.3%) in the TIPS group and 16 patients
(23.2%) in the TIPS+E group (p=0.324). The 2-year cumulative
incidence of all-cause rebleeding was not significantly between the
two groups (TIPS +E vs TIPS: 11.6 % vs 16.9%; HR: 0.69, 95%CI, 0.36 to
1.32; p=0.264). Neither the incidence of shunt dysfunction (15.9% vs
18.5%, p=0.875), overt hepatic encephalopathy (36.2% vs 46.2%, p =
0.322), death (34.8% vs 38.5%, p = 0.807) nor other adverse events was
significantly different between the two groups.

Conclusion: In patients with cirrhosis, adding variceal embolization
to TIPS did not confer further benefit for the prevention of variceal
rebleeding. Our study did not support concomitant variceal embol-
ization during TIPS for the prevention of variceal rebleeding.
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Background and aims: While ascites is the most frequent first
decompensating event in cirrhosis, the clinical course of patients
with ascites as the index decompensation is not well defined, in
particular regarding the occurrence of further decompensation. The
aim of this multicenter study was to investigate (i) the clinical course
and (ii) the incidence and type of further decompensation in patients
with isolated ascites as the first decompensating event.

Method: 622 patients with cirrhosis presenting with ascites (grade Il
or IIl) as the single index decompensating event at the University
Hospital of Padova (Italy) or the Vienna General Hospital (Austria)
between 2003 and 2021 were included. Patients with concomitant
decompensating event (s) were excluded. Death and transplantation
were considered as competing risks.

Results: Mean age was 57 + 11 years and most patients were male (n
=423,68%).323 (52%) patients presented with grade Il and 299 (48%)
with grade III ascites. Median Child score was 8 (IQR: 7-10) and mean
MELD was 15 6.

During a median follow-up period of 82 months, 350 (56%) patients
progressed to further decompensation: refractory ascites (n=204;
33%), hepatic encephalopathy (n=183; 29%), spontaneous bacterial
peritonitis (n=105; 17%), HRS-AKI (n=81; 13%) and variceal
bleeding (n=>54;9%). Median time to further decompensation was
27 months. Variceal bleeding as an isolated further decompensation
was rare (n = 18; 3%), while non-bleeding further decompensation (n
=161; 26%) and >2 further decompensation events (n=171; 27%)
were common. Further decompensation occurred more frequently in
patients with grade III ascites at index decompensation (75% vs. 33%
in grade II ascites; p <0.001; A).

Stratifying patients according to MELD revealed patients with
distinct risks of further decompensation after 5 years: <10: 38% vs.
10-14: 56% vs. >15: 67% (p<0.001; B). In patients with grade II
ascites, MELD<15 identified patients with intermediate risks (<10:
27%; 10-14: 34%; p=0.510), whereas MELD>15 identified patients
with high risks for further decompensation after 5 years (53%; p <
0.001).

Median transplant-free survival was 65 months. Higher MELD
translated into an increased risk of liver-related death. Patients with
ascites grade II at index decompensation had increased risk of liver-
related mortality in case of impaired liver function (C). In patients
with ascites grade III at index decompensation, the incidence of
further decompensation and liver-related mortality was similarly
high, regardless of liver function (i.e., MELD; D).

Conclusion: Further decompensation is frequent in patients with
ascites as a single index decompensation and only rarely due to
bleeding. Since further decompensation depends on ascites severity
and MELD at index decompensation, risk stratification must consider
both initial grade of ascites and hepatic function.
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Immune-mediated and cholestatic disease:
Clinical aspects
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Background and aims: Autoimmune Hepatitis (AIH) is a rare disease
characterized by circulating autoantibodies, hypergammaglobuline-
mia and interface hepatitis on histology. Survival is impaired due to
the potential evolution to cirrhosis with its complications, including
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). Risk assessment of HCC in AIH still
remains a challenge and available data derive mainly from small
cohorts and single-center studies. Our aim was to investigate the risk
of HCC across a global AIH cohort and identify predictive factors and
potential stratification elements.

Method: We performed a retrospective, observational, and multi-
centric study of data collected within the International Autoimmune
Hepatitis Group Retrospective Registry. The registry is an ongoing,
non-interventional, international, and multicenter study. All patients
with regular and complete follow-up for AIH were included.
Demographic, clinical, biochemical and treatment data were col-
lected both at baseline and during follow-up. Outcomes considered
were HCC development, liver transplantation and death.

Results: 1210 patients from 21 centers were included, with a median
follow-up of 12.3 years. 74.7 % of them were female (905/1210), with
61.7 % of the cohort being over 40 years of age. 36.2 % of patients were
overweight or obese (245/1210 and 196/1210, respectively). Most of
the patients did not have a significant alcohol consumption. 21.2 % of
patients were already cirrhotic at diagnosis (257/1210), with
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splenomegaly reported in 116 patients (9.6 %). PBC and PSC overlap
syndromes were observed in 9.7 % and 7.5 % of the cohort. Treatment
at baseline included the use of prednisone in 83.5 % of patients (1010/
1210). 22 patients developed HCC during follow-up (22/1210, 1.8 %).
Cumulative incidence of HCC of the whole cohort was 0.7% (0.3-1.4)
at 5 and 10-year (95 % CI), 2.6% (1.4-4.4) at 20 years and 5.7 % (2.5-
10.9) at 30-years of follow-up. The risk of HCC after cirrhosis
development increases proportionally to years from the onset of
the disease. Age>40 years (HR 5.99, p = 0.02), BMI>30 kg/m? (HR 4.11,
p=0.02), splenomegaly (HR 4.03, p=0.03), and PSC overlap syn-
drome (HR 8.63, p <0.001) resulted independent risk factors for HCC
development at multivariate analysis balanced by sex. No association
was observed between tumor formation and type of treatment, nor
activity on liver histology resulted to have any prognostic value.
Conclusion: The incidence of HCC in AIH is lower than reported to
other chronic liver diseases even after cirrhosis development. Age
more than 40 years, obesity, splenomegaly and PSC variant syndrome
represent risk factors for HCC development, but further studies are
needed to identify predictive tools for stratification of the at-risk
population.

Figure: Development of HCC after diagnosis of AIH and after cirrhosis
development in AIH.
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Background and aims: Intrahepatic cholestasis of pregnancy (ICP) is
the most common pregnancy-related liver disease with a high
recurrence risk (rICP). We aimed to prospectively define distinct
metagenomics and metabolite patterns in rICP and non-recurring ICP
(n-rICP).

Method: Women with a history of ICP (n = 50) were screened at 9-19
weeks of gestation (Visit 1, V1) and 1:1 matched to pregnant women
without a history of ICP (controls, C). Visits 2, 3 and 4 were performed
at gestational weeks 28 £2 and 36 2, and 6 + 2 weeks postpartum.
ICP was defined as otherwise unexplained pruritus and total BA >
10 mmol/L at any time from V2 to delivery, with normalization at V4.
Blood samples were taken at each visit for targeted metabolomics, i.e.
bile acid (BA) and sulfated progesterone metabolite (PMxS) profiles
and C4, while fecal samples were collected for shot-gun
metagenomics.

Results: Out of 50 women with a history of ICP, 17 (34%) developed
rICP. Ten of these (59%) were treated with UDCA. Demographics at
inclusion were not different between groups. In rICP, BA metabolites
and mono- and disulfated PMxS-diols were significantly higher as
compared to n-rICP and C. Of note, also in n-rICP, PM2DiS and PM3DiS
were significantly increased both at V2 and V3. In rICP, the relative
abundance of a specific bacterium with 7-beta-hydroxysteroid
dehydrogenase (7B-HSDH) activity was decreased by 95% at V1 but
the abundance became increased at V3 in UDCA-treated rICP. In
contrast, at V2 the relative abundance of Faecalibacterium prausnitzii
was decreased by 40% which was negatively correlated (p<0.01)
with PM4S and PM5S.

Conclusion: Recurring ICP presents a distinct metagenome with
significant decreases of specific bacteria before the development of
the ICP phenotype, which is associated with ICP-predictive increases
in sulfated progesterone metabolites and elevated bile acid levels.
Bacterial species were identified as potential targets for microbiome-
based interventions for the prevention and/or treatment of ICP.
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Background and aims: Primary biliary cholangitis (PBC) is an
autoimmune cholestatic liver disease.! Fatigue substantially impacts
quality of life of patients with PBC, and remains an unmet need with
currently available treatments.? We present quality of life results from
a phase 2, double-blind, randomised trial of setanaxib in patients
with PBC.

Method: This trial (NCT03226067) randomised patients with PBC
and inadequate response or intolerance to ursodeoxycholic acid
(UDCA) at baseline (serum alkaline phosphatase and gamma-
glutamyl transferase >1.5x upper limit of normal) 1:1:1 to setanaxib
400 mg once/twice daily (OD/BID) or placebo for 24 weeks.> Quality
of life was assessed using the PBC-40 questionnaire (reported as
mean [standard deviation] scores). Patients from the intention-to-
treat (ITT) population were stratified post-hoc by baseline fatigue
score (mild, moderate or severe) using published PBC-40 fatigue
domain cut-offs.* Moderate and severe patients were grouped.
Correlations between change in fatigue and quality of life domains
from baseline were made.

Results: Of 111 patients (placebo: 37; setanaxib 400 mg OD: 38;
setanaxib 400 mg BID: 36), 92 had mild and 19 had moderate-to-
severe fatigue at baseline. The ITT group had a baseline fatigue score
of 17.2 (11.3) (placebo: 17.4 [12.1]; setanaxib 400 mg OD: 15.7 [10.7];
setanaxib 400 mg BID: 18.5 [11.3]). The moderate-to-severe subgroup
had higher PBC-40 social, emotional and cognitive domain scores vs
the mild subgroup (social: 30.6 [8.8] vs 19.1 [8.0]; emotional: 11.3
[2.8] vs 6.8 [3.1]; cognitive: 18.3 [6.9] vs 11.3 [5.1]). At Week 24,
patients treated with setanaxib 400 mg BID had greater reductions
from baseline in mean fatigue scores vs patients treated with placebo
or setanaxib 400 mg OD (Figure). Similar observations were made in
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social, emotional, cognitive and symptom domains. Patients with
moderate-to-severe fatigue had larger changes in mean fatigue scores
from baseline at Week 24 vs patients with mild fatigue; these changes
were greatest amongst setanaxib 400 mg BID patients (-11.0 [11.5; n
=5]; vs setanaxib 400 mg OD: -7.5 [5.3; n=4], placebo: 0.1 [5.7; n=
7]). Fewer patients reported “most of the time” or “always” for all
PBC-40 fatigue items at Week 24 vs baseline. Improvements in fatigue
from baseline at Week 24 in patients with moderate-to-severe fatigue
correlated with improved social, emotional, symptom (all r =0.5) and
cognitive (r=0.4) measures.

Figure: Summary of absolute score changes from baseline to Week 24 of
the PBC-40 domains.

Conclusion: Setanaxib 400 mg BID, in addition to UDCA, is a
promising treatment for reducing fatigue in patients with PBC and
enhancing quality of life by improving social, emotional and cognitive
function.
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Quantitative magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography
outperforms Mayo risk score in predicting clinical outcomes in
primary sclerosing cholangitis
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Background and aims: Magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatogra-
phy (MRCP) is a non-invasive imaging technique commonly used to
evaluate biliary diseases. Despite its widespread use, MRCP relies on
subjective assessments, lacks quantitative metrics and cannot predict
the onset of liver-related events. Quantitative MRCP (MRCP+™) is a
novel technique that automatically segments biliary anatomy and
provides quantitative biliary tree metrics. This study sought to
understand the utility of MRCP+ in predicting clinical outcomes for
primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC).

Method: Patients with PSC underwent standardized MRCP imaging
post-processed with MRCP+ software, which, via artificial intelli-
gence (Al) driven pathfinding algorithms, enhanced tubular biliary
structures to quantify biliary tree volume and dilated and strictured
regions of the biliary tree. The duration (in years) between the MRCP
scan and clinical event (liver transplantation or death) was
calculated. Survival analysis was performed, and a stepwise Cox
regression was used to investigate the optimal combination of MRCP+
metrics for predicting clinical outcomes. The resulting risk score was
compared to the Mayo risk score using the Akaike Information
Criterion (AIC) and expressed as a hazard ratio (HR).

Results: In this retrospective study of 149 PSC patients [32% male;
83% Caucasian; median age 47 years (31.0-61.2)], 29 patients reached
clinical outcomes over the course of the study (18 underwent liver
transplantation and 11 died). Eight quantitative MRCP+ metrics (M)
and total bilirubin (B) were associated with the probability of a
clinical event. When combined as a risk score, the overall discrim-
inative performance of the MRCP+ composite biomarker (M+B) was
excellent for predicting clinical outcomes with at AUC of 0.87 (95%
0.81, 0.94) and a hazard ratio (HR) of 21.1. (95% 6.4, 70.1) This was
superior to the Mayo risk score with AUC of 79 (95% 0.69, 0.89) and
HR of 7.2 (95% 3.24, 16.17).
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Conclusion: A composite score of MRCP+ metrics and total bilirubin
outperformed Mayo risk score for identifying patients with PSC who
were at the highest risk of liver failure and death.
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Radiomics-based model for outcome prediction in primary
sclerosing cholangitis

Laura Cristoferi>*, Marco Porta?, Davide Bernasconi?,

Leonardi Filippo®, Giacomo Mulinacci®?, Andrea Palermo’-?,

Alessio Gerussi'?, Miki Scaravaglio"2, Camilla Gallo'?,

Eliana Stucchi®?, Cesare Maino®, Davide Ippolito?, Daphne D’Amato®,
Carlos Ferreira’, Marija Mavar-Haramija’, Rajarshi Banerjee’,

Laura Antolini®, Maria Grazie Valsecchi®, Stefano Fagiuoli®,

Pietro Invernizzi"?, Marco Carbone2. ' Division of Gastroenterology,
Center for Autoimmune Liver Disease, Department of Medicine and
Surgery-University of Milano Bicocca, Monza, Italy; >European Reference
Network on Hepatologial Diseases (ERN RARE-LIVER), San Gerardo
Hospital, ASST Monza, Monza, Italy; >Bicocca Bioinformatics Biostatistics
and Bioimaging Centre, Department of Medicine and Surgery-University
of Milano Bicocca, Monza, Italy; *Diagnostic Radiology, San Gerardo
Hospital, ASST Monza, Monza, Italy; >Gastroenterology Hepatology and
Transplantation Unit, ASST Papa Giovanni XXIII, Bergamo, Italy;
SGastroenterology Unit, Citta della Salute e della Scienza, Turin, Italy;
“Perspectum Ltd., Oxford, United Kingdom

Email: Lcristoferi@campus.unimib.it

Background and aims: Magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatogra-
phy (MRCP) is the gold standard for diagnosis and follow-up of
patients with primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC). The semi-
quantitative MRCP-derived ANALI score, while performant in risk
stratification, has poor-to-moderate inter-reader agreement. We
aimed to evaluate the prognostic performance of novel quantitative
MRCP in PSC.

Method: This is a retrospective study of PSC patients with at least one
MRCP available from 2012 to 2019. Images have been analysed using
MRCP+ software (Perspectum Ltd, Oxford) which, using Al-driven
pathfinding algorithms to enhance biliary structures, provides
quantitative metrics of the bile ducts (number, length and severity
of strictures and dilations, and biliary tree volume). The prognostic
value of radiomic biomarkers has been assessed towards both soft
(hepatic decompensation, variceal bleeding, bacterial cholangitis,
and hepatobiliary cancer) and hard end points (death or liver
transplantation [LT]). Left truncated Cox regression model was used
to account for MRCPs performed later than PSC diagnosis. The
multivariate model was internally validated using k-fold cross-
validation.

Results: 115 PSC patients with MRCP were evaluated; 90 MRCP
passed the quality control. Median age was 41 (IQR 26-51) years, 61%
were male, with a follow-up from MRCP to event/censoring of 242
patient-years. An adverse outcome occurred in 28 (25%) patients (8
IT, 3 liver-related death, 5 liver decompensation, 10 bacterial
cholangitis, 2 cholangiocarcinoma). Univariate analysis showed a
good prognostic performance of all radiomics features evaluated. At
multivariable analysis, adjusted for age and sex, the number of
strictures and the spleen length were independently associated with
the occurrence of adverse event with a HR of 1.06 ( per unit, CI 95%
1.03-1.09, p<0.0001) and 1.34 (per cm, CI 95% 1.11-1.6, p=0.002),
respectively and a C-statistic of 0.81. The model was internally
validated and outperformed the ANALI score in our cohort (C-statistic
of 0.72 vs 0.6). The radiomics-based model, using the mean value as
cut-off (1), enabled risk-stratification of PSC patients (Fig).

Conclusion: A radiomics-based model, which includes the number of
strictures and the spleen length, can identify PSC patients at higher
risk of adverse outcome and outperforms the available radiological
scores. MRCP+ features represent a novel biomarker for disease
monitoring and a potential surrogate end point for clinical trials.
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Background and aims: Herein, we present the first population-
based, nationwide evaluation of healthcare delivery in primary
biliary cholangitis (PBC) since publication of the European (EASL) and
British guidelines (BSG). Our aim was to assess adherence to
guideline recommendations and identify gaps in service provision.
Method: This was a cross-sectional study conducted between 01/21
and 01/22. All 154 hospital boards across England, Scotland, Wales,
and Northern Ireland were invited to participate. Data was accrued
through the REDcap™ platform, accumulating parameters relating
diagnosis, treatment pathways, symptoms, risk stratification and
clinical end points.

Results: In entirety, data was returned from 120 hospital boards, with
data capture from 8461 pts across the UK. The majority (n=7084;
83%) tested positive for anti-mitochondrial antibodies (AMA, Figure),
with 2718 (32%) of the latter subgroup also undergoing liver biopsies.
Ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA) was used as first-line treatment in 7444
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patients (88%) but sub-optimally dosed (<13 mg/kg/day) in 1732
(21.5%). Only 197 pts who were under-dosed were documented to
have intolerance to higher dosing. Of individuals who were not taking
UDCA, only 214 (23%) were referred for alternative/second-line
therapy. Of pts taking UDCA for >12 months (n=7007), 5475 (78%)
and 1532 (22%) were classified as low-risk and high risk, respectively,
by the contributing hospital. However, on applying the POISE criteria,
663 and 285 patients could be reclassified as ‘low-risk and high risk’
respectively. Among all who were deemed high-risk with regards
disease progression (n=2476; 29%), 1228 (49.5%) commenced
second-line therapy (inc. 551 obeticholic acid; 468 bezafibrate; 68
fenofibrate; 76 combination therapy) and 35 referred directly to a
transplant centre. In all, 1831 pts were identified as having cirrhosis
(22%), of which 1304 (71%) participated in hepatocellular carcinoma
surveillance. Features of decompensated liver disease were identified
in 272 pts, of which only 46% (n=67) were discussed with a
transplant centre. With regards symptoms/extrahepatic manifesta-
tions, n=3237 and 3690 pts did not undergo any assessment of
pruritus (38%) or fatigue (44%) in the 24 months prior to data
collection. 1803 pts reported ongoing pruritus at the time of
assessment, of whom only 1205 (67%) were receiving anti-pruritus
therapy.

Conclusion: Our study of real-world practice identifies significant
gaps in clinical care across the UK PBC population. Potential future
strategies to maximise adherence to guideline standards include the
implementation of an integrated care pathway, along with key
performance indicators, and development of a centralised referral
network, allowing equitable and virtual access to specialists for all
those living with PBC.
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A genome-wide CRISPR/Cas9 screen identifies Rab5A as host
factor of the hepatitis E virus life cycle
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Background and aims: Hepatitis E virus (HEV) is a major cause of
acute hepatitis worldwide. Current understanding of the molecular
mechanisms allowing for productive HEV infection is limited,
especially with respect to host factors required for the viral life
cycle. Hence, our study aims at identifying host factors required for
HEV replication.
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Method: A genome-wide CRISPR/Cas9 screen was performed in
permissive human cell lines harboring newly developed subgenomic
HEV replicons allowing for positive and negative selection, followed
by next-generation sequencing and bioinformatic analyses.
Candidates were validated by siRNA-mediated gene silencing and
CRISPR/Cas9-mediated gene knockout in cells transfected with
subgenomic HEV replicons or infected with cell culture-derived HEV.
Results: The newly developed replicons and a library of 120, 000
unique guide RNAs were employed in two separate screens,
identifying 20 top host factor candidates. Validation yielded five
host factors, including GBF1, which had been identified previously by
a directed approach, and the Ras-related early endosomal protein
Rab5A. The expression level and functional activity of Rab5A and of
well-characterized mutants thereof were found to modulate HEV
RNA replication. Colocalization studies revealed close proximity to
the HEV replicase of Rab5A and other endosomal components.
Conclusion: We describe an innovative approach exploiting CRISPR/
Cas9 to identify host factors of a noncytolytic virus. Future studies
shall address the mechanisms by which Rab5A modulates HEV RNA
replication and define the role of early endosomes in the establish-
ment of a functional replication complex. Altogether, this work yields
new insights into the HEV life cycle and the virus-host interactions
required for productive infection.
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Novel ultra-potent capsid assembly modulators prevent abnormal
accumulation of empty capsids and associated T-cell mediated
liver injury in a mouse model of hepatitis B virus infection
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Background and aims: ATI-1428 is a sub-nM active class II capsid
assembly modulator (CAM) that safely and durably blocks hepatitis B
virus (HBV) replication in immunocompetent transgenic (HBV Tg)
mice. Different from other CAMs, ATI-1428 induced no in vivo
abnormal accumulation of hepatitis B core antigen (HBcAg)-expres-
sing empty capsids (EC) in the hepatocellular cytoplasm. Herein, we
extend our understanding of the functional consequences of EC
accumulation in the presence of HBcAg-specific CD8" T cells and
identify another 4th-generation class Il CAM (ATI-1645) that may
foster EC degradation.

Method: HBV Tg mice were treated with ATI-1428 or ATI-1112 (a class
I CAM causing abnormal EC accumulation) at 50 mg/kg every day
(QD) for 16 days. Antiviral potency, drug- or T cell-induced liver injury
and HBcAg distribution in hepatocytes (HCs) that, divided or not,
were assessed at autopsy (d7 after T cell transfer). ATI-1645 was
profiled in HepAD38 cells, HBV-infected HepG2-NTCP cells, and HBV
Tg mice.

Results: While inhibiting HBV replication, neither ATI-1428 nor ATI-
1112 caused liver injury. T cell transfer in ATI-1112-treated mice
induced higher serum alanine aminotransferase peak levels and
failed to eliminate ECs, even from post-mitotic HCs becoming nuclear
HBcAg-negative (see Figure and PMID: 8057429). By contrast, ECs
disappeared from the liver of ATI-1428- and T cell-treated animals.
ATI-1645 showed sub-nM ECs,/ECqy potency profiles with low nM
activity against covalently closed circular DNA establishment.
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Pharmacokinetic (PK)/pharmacodynamic analyses and safety/effi-
cacy studies in HBV Tg mice indicated that 1645 possesses excellent
PK and anti-HBV activity. 28-day ATI-1645 treatment (50 mg/kg QD)
cleared ECs from the cytoplasm of most HCs in the absence of any
drug- or immune-mediated liver injury.

Conclusion: ATI-1112-related abnormal accumulation of cytoplasmic
ECs sensitized HCs to T cell-mediated killing and allowed these
particles to survive in resting and post-mitotic HCs no longer
replicating HBV. This suggests that CAMs fostering an EC-accumulat-
ing phenotype may generate targets of inadequate immunopathol-
ogy. Conversely, the lack of cytoplasmic EC accumulation that typifies
the in vivo behavior of ATI-1428 or ATI-1645 should not interfere with
productive T cell-mediated viral clearance. The subsequent

Figure: (abstract: 0S140)

characterization of 1645 as an ultra-potent HBV inhibitor that may
induce cytoplasmic EC degradation makes it a promising candidate
for clinical development.
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Identification of cyclin L1 as a hepatitis B virus host factor
regulating viral transcription
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Background and aims: HBV remains a global public health threat,
with over 250 million people chronically infected and about 800, 000
deaths reported annually. Even though much work has been done to
understand HBV pathogenesis, how the virus manipulates the host
cell machinery remains underexplored. In this study we aimed to
identify novel host factors that affect HBV replication and gene
expression. We describe the role of cyclin L1 (CCNL1), a non-canonical
cyclin with transcriptional regulatory functions as a novel host cell
factor in the control of HBV transcription.

Method: We employed whole transcriptome analysis of HBV infected
primary human hepatocytes (PHH), as well as reverse genetics to
identify and validate the role of CCNL1 during HBV replication. Using
RNAi and ectopic expression models, we studied the function of
cyclin L1 on HBV replication in hepatoma cells and PHH. We also
analyzed the effect of CCNL1 knockdown on the production and
stability of HBV RNAs. Using RNA immunoprecipitation (RIP),
chromatin immunoprecipitation (ChIP), and immunoprecipitation
(IP) techniques, we evaluated the interaction between cyclin L1 and
HBV RNAs as well as HBx and HBc. Lastly, we explored the expression
profiles of cyclin L1 in chronic HBV patient cohorts and publicly
available microarray datasets GSE83148 and GSE52752.

Results: Knockdown of cyclin L1 resulted in a remarkable reduction
of HBV gene expression in both hepatoma cells (HepAD38.7 and
HepG2NTCP) and PHH. We observed a remarkable reduction in the
levels of HBV surface and e antigens, pre-genomic RNA, and
extracellular HBV DNA. Interestingly, overexpression of CCNLI
resulted in enhanced HBV gene expression with a significant increase
in the viral transcripts, thus, corroborating its pro-viral effect.
Furthermore, loss of function of cyclin L1 resulted in reduced levels
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of HBV nascent RNA, highlighting its role during HBV transcription.
RIP data showed that CCNL1 might be modulating HBV RNA
production through direct interaction with viral RNAs. Lastly, we
observed enhanced expression of cyclin L1 in CHB from our patient
cohort data and publicly available data sets underscoring its putative
function in HBV replication and virus-induced liver disease.
Conclusion: Here, we report that cyclin L1 is a novel HBV host factor
modulating the production and stability of viral RNAs. Our data
contributes towards the understanding of HBV infection biology and
provide a new perspective towards developing host-directed anti-
HBV therapies.
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Liver-resident T cell PD-1 correlates with intrahepatic HBV-DNA
and is reduced following prolonged antiviral therapy
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Background and aims: PD-1 is known to be upregulated on global
and virus-specific T cells in the HBV-infected liver and is a major
target of current immunotherapies in chronic hepatitis B (CHB).
However, factors driving its expression in the liver compartment, and
potential modulation by antivirals have not been well-defined. Here
we therefore investigated the relationship between intrahepatic HBV
load and liver-resident T cell PD-1 and whether this could be reduced
by prolonged NUC suppression.

Method: This study included 22 CHB patients who underwent
hepatic fine needle aspiration (FNA) and biopsy, 9 of whom were
treated with NUCs for at least 4 years; a subset had a repeat FNA
following treatment withdrawal. Multiparameter flow cytometry was
used for immunophenotyping PBMCs and intrahepatic leukocytes
extracted from FNAs. Liver biopsies were used to determine total
intrahepatic HBV-DNA (iHBV-DNA) and cccDNA levels.

Results: T cells with a tissue-resident memory (Tgy) phenotype were
excluded from PBMC but detectable in all FNAs whether treated with
antivirals or not, confirming reliable sampling of the intrahepatic
compartment (CD103*CD69*: 3%, IQR 2-7%, CD103-CD69™: 17%, IQR
10-23%). PD-1 expression was strikingly higher on intrahepatic than
circulating CD8 T cells, particularly the tissue-resident fraction
(CD103°CD69" and Tgy, p<0.0001) as described previously
(Fisicaro et al. 2010, Pallett et al. 2017). Measurement of liver viral
parameters showed that CD8 T cell PD-1 expression correlated with
both iHBV-DNA (r = 0.6, p=0.007) and cccDNA (r=0.7 p=0.002) but
not with ALT. Supporting a role for HBV in driving PD-1 expression,
FNAs from the cohort with prolonged viral suppression on NUCs had
significantly lower proportions of PD-1-expressing T cells and lower
expression levels. By contrast, no significant changes in CD8 Tcell PD-
1 between NUC-treated and naive patients were detectable in the
periphery. Therefore, although CD8T cell PD-1 in PBMC and
intrahepatic lymphocytes showed an overall correlation, blood
sampling cannot fully predict the impact of NUCs on this immune
target in the liver compartment. In a small subset of patients re-
sampled by FNA 6 months after NUC discontinuation, preliminary
data suggested the withdrawal of viral suppression had the potential
to drive re-expression of high levels of PD-1 on intrahepatic T cells.
Conclusion: Our results reveal a close association between intrahe-
patic HBV-DNA and global liver-resident T cell PD-1 expression
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within the liver, with a reduction on prolonged NUC therapy and the
potential for re-expression following treatment withdrawal. The
mechanism by which HBV load associates with global (rather than
just HBV-specific) T cell PD-1 remains to be explored. These findings
underscore the need for further consideration of NUC-induced
changes in global liver T cell PD-1 when targeting this axis in HBV
functional cure.
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Phospho-proteomic analysis of HBV infection revealed novel
mechanisms for the regulation of viral transcription and pro-
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Background and aims: Chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) pathological
course are characterized by the dysregulation of fibrogenic and
oncogenic signalling. Considering the lack of efficient anti-fibrotic
therapies and treatment to eradicate cccDNA, the understanding of
regulatory pathways is urgently needed. To identify the potential
drivers of this dysregulation, we studied HBV-induced signalling in
HBV infection models.

Method: Proteomic and phospho-proteomic analysis of HBV-
infected HepG2-NTCP were performed using liquid chromatog-
raphy-mass spectrometry. The deregulated signalling pathways
were examined by gene set enrichment analysis and validated in
primary human hepatocytes. Perturbation studies, trans-dominant
phospho-dead/mimetic mutagenesis and ex vivo experiment were
performed to validate the results.

Results: Our data revealed a strong HBV-induced dysregulation of
signalling involved in extra-cellular matrix (ECM) and cell cycle.
ECM-associated leading-edge genes comprised collagen VI, which
was upregulated in HBV-infected hepatocytes. Interestingly, silencing
of COL6AT impairs viral transcription suggesting a pro-viral role of
collagen VI. Myofibroblasts account for the majority of collagen I
deposed into the ECM. We found that treatment of hepatic stellate
cells (HSCs) with collagen VI significantly induced an expression of
HSCs activation markers, revealing a role of collagen VI in promotion
of liver fibrosis. In addition, our phospho-proteomics provides new
insight on viral life cycle regulation. Although HBV predominantly
replicates in G1/G2 phase, we found linker histones H1.4 among the
top hits of the HBV phospho-proteomic analysis. Linker histones are
generally phosphorylated during S/M phase and associated to
chromatin relaxation. We found that mimicking H1.4 detachment
by RNAi augmented viral transcription, while a trans-dominant
phospho-dead mutation S104A in H1.4 inhibited HBV RNA transcrip-
tion. This suggests that HBV requires H1.4 phosphorylation to
maintain cccDNA transcription. Chip experiments with the H1.4
mutants are under way.

Conclusion: We identified the phospho-proteomic landscape of
HBV-host interaction which serves as a resource for the identification
of novel drivers regulating viral life cycle and pathogenesis. We
revealed a previously unrecognized role of collagen VI and linker
histones in HBV replication with potential impact on liver fibrosis
progression and cccDNA transcription, respectively.

Journal of Hepatology 2022 vol. 77(S1) | S1-5118 S99


mailto:sofiapp@clinic.cat
mailto:joachim.lupberger@unistra.fr

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

0S143

CD4 T cell immunity to HEV-infection is characterized by
sustained capsid-specific responses that correlate with
neutralizing antibodies
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Background and aims: CD4 T cells are key protagonists in shaping an
antiviral immune response. However, there are only limited insights
into their specificity and distinction in the context of a hepatitis E
Virus (HEV) infection. Therefore, we aim to characterize the
specificity, phenotype and differentiation of CD4 T cells targeting
different epitopes of the HEV polyprotein and their correlation with
neutralizing antibodies targeting hepatitis E virions.

Method: HEV-specific CD4 T cells targeting different HEV-specific
CDA4T cell epitopes from the viral polyprotein were identified by
intracellular cytokine staining in 7 acutely infected and 33 resolved
patients. Surface markers, relevant costimulatory receptors and
transcription factors were analysed by using HEV-specific HLA-
DRB1*01:01 and *04:01 tetramers. Additionally, neutralizing anti-
bodies targeting naked (nHEV) and quasi-enveloped (eHEV) virions
were determined (n=72).

Results: Robust and multi-specific CD4 T cell responses were
identified against the viral capsid and non-structural polyprotein
(NSP). In contrast, only few phosphoprotein-specific responses were
detectable. Overall, the virus-specific CD4+ T cell response was
stronger and broader in acutely infected versus resolved patients.
Moreover, a switch from a highly activated Th1 and Tfh cell phenotype
towards a heterogeneous memory population was observed after viral
elimination. Noteworthy, the presence of a capsid-specific IFN-y- or
IL-21-producing CD4 T cell response positively correlated with IgG-
and neutralizing antibody titers against nHEV.

Conclusion: Collectively, our results reveal important novel insights
into the HEV- specific CD4 T cell response by demonstrating a solid
maintenance of capsid- and NSP-specific CD4 T cell responses with
the formation of a robust HEV-specific memory compartment. They
also reveal a clear immunodominance with phosphoprotein being
less immunogenic.
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Metabolic dysfunction-associated fatty liver disease subgroups
and risk of hepatocellular carcinoma and mortality in patients
with chronic viral hepatitis
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Background and aims: Metabolic dysfunction-associated fatty liver
disease (MAFLD) is a recently proposed concept for fatty liver disease.
However, heterogeneous disease severity and prognosis might exist
even among patients with the same disease category of MAFLD. We
investigated the risk stratification of long-term outcomes according
to MAFLD subgroups based on diagnostic criteria in patients with
chronic viral hepatitis using a nationwide cohort.

Method: We included 63, 233 chronic hepatitis B and chronic
hepatitis C patients who underwent health examinations in 2009.
Hepatic steatosis was defined as a fatty liver index >60. MAFLD was
defined as the presence of hepatic steatosis with any one of the
following three conditions, overweight/obesity (body mass index
>23 kg/m?), diabetes, two or more metabolic dysregulation. The
primary end points of this study were incident hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC) and all-cause mortality.

Results: The prevalence of MAFLD was 14.1% (n=8, 896). During a
median 8.4-year follow-up, we documented 3, 732 HCC cases and 4,
778 deaths. Compared to patients with no MAFLD (n =54, 377), the
risk of HCC and mortality was significantly higher in patients with
MAFLD (adjusted hazard ratio [aHR] = 1.34, 95% confidence interval
[CI]=1.23-1.46) for HCC; aHR = 1.26, 95% CI = 1.17-1.36 for mortality).
Among patients with MAFLD, 687 HCCs and 861 deaths were
documented. The prevalence of diabetes among patients with
MAFLD was 25.9% (n =2, 303). The risk of HCC and mortality was
significantly higher in patients with diabetes (aHR =1.36, 95% Cl =
116-1.59 for HCC; aHR=1.72 95% CI=1.50-197 for mortality)
compared to patients with no diabetes, among patients with
MAFLD. When we stratified patients with MAFLD according to the
other criteria (overweight/obesity or metabolic dysregulations), risk
of HCC and mortality was not different across the groups (all p > 0.05).
Conclusion: Concurrent MAFLD was associated with higher risk of
HCC and mortality in patients with chronic viral hepatitis. Our results
suggest that diabetes can stratify the risk of HCC and mortality in
patients with chronic viral hepatitis and concurrent MAFLD.
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Long term persistence of anti-HBs antibodies after vaccination
with a 3-antigen HBV vaccine compared to a single-antigen HBV
vaccine
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Background and aims: Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is a serious
public health problem that can be effectively prevented with
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hepatitis B vaccination. The magnitude of the immune response to
HBV vaccination can be measured by serum levels of anti-HBs,
persistence and durability, which is believed to be dependent upon
the induced peak levels. PROTECT was a double-blind, randomized,
Phase 3 study to evaluate immunogenicity and safety of a 3-antigen
HBV vaccine (3A-HBV, manufactured by VBI Vaccines) and a single-
antigen HBV vaccine (1A-HBV, Engerix-B®). Three doses of vaccine
were administered IM at Days 1, 28, and 168. Seroprotection rate
(SPR-% of subjects achieving anti-HBs >10 mIU/ml) and geometric
mean concentration (GMC) of anti-HBs were evaluated for 12
months. Following the completion of PROTECT, this follow-up
investigator-initiated study of PROTECT aimed to assess the long-
term persistence of anti-HBs titers 2-3 years after the 3" dose in
participants enrolled in Finland.

Method: Subjects were eligible for the follow-up study if they had
been enrolled in PROTECT study in Finland and had achieved
seroprotection (anti-HBs >10 mIU/ml). Between February 2021 and
June 2021, subjects were contacted to participate in the follow-up
study. Serum samples were tested for Anti-HBs titers at the central
laboratory (LabConnect, USA) using the same validated anti-HBs
quantitative assay [VITROS, Ortho 3600 NJ, USA] as used in the
PROTECT study.

Results: Of the 528 subjects contacted, 465 agreed to participate in
the follow-up study, including 244 [52.5%] vaccinated with 3A-HBV
and 221 [47.5%] vaccinated with 1A-HBV. Baseline characteristics
were well balanced between the groups and consistent with the
PROTECT study population, the mean age for both vaccine groups was
59 years. Data from the PROTECT study demonstrated a peak GMC of
anti-HBs of 8021.9 mIU/ml for 3A-HBV and 3787.3 mIU/ml for 1A-
HBV in study participants one month after the third dose (Day 196).
Data from this follow-up study showed that approximately 2.5 years
following Day 196 in the PROTECT study, the mean concentration of
anti-HBs was 1382.9 mIU/ml for 3A-HBV participants and 251.4 mIU/
ml for 1A-HBV participants. Additionally, more than 2x the number of
subjects vaccinated with 3A-HBV retained anti-HBs >100 mIU/ml
compared to 1A-HBV (72.9% vs. 32.6%). After approximately 2.5 years,
27.6% in the 1A-HBV group and 11.9% in the 3A-HBV group no longer
had seroprotective levels of anti-HBs (titers <10 mIU/ml).
Conclusion: 2.5 years after achieving peak seroprotection in the
PROTECT study, the mean anti-HBs titers were five times higher in the
3A-HBV group than in the 1A-HBV group. Additionally, the
percentage of participants who no longer had seroprotective levels
of anti-HBs (titers <10 mIU/ml) was more than double in the 1A-HBV
group compared to the 3A-HBV group.
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Fatty liver index as a risk factor for all-cause and liver related
mortality in patients under therapy for chronic hepatitis B (ANRS
C022 Hepather cohort study)
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Background and aims: A quarter of patients with chronic hepatitis B
(CHB) have associated fatty liver disease and the prognosis of these
patients has been poorly investigated. In the general population, Fatty
Liver Index (FLI) is a recommended alternative to ultrasonography for
the diagnosis of steatosis (EASL 2016) and predict clinical outcomes
related to non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD). The aim was to
evaluate the association between FLI and all-cause and liver-related
mortality in treated CHB participants from the ANRS CO22 HEPATHER
cohort.
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Method: All patients under CHB therapy at entry in the ANRS CO22
HEPATHER cohort were selected. Patients with history of liver
transplantation or hepatitis D virus co-infection were excluded.
Multiple imputations of GGT, triglycerides, waist circumference and
BMI were realized. Outcomes were first, the occurrence of death from
any cause, then death from liver complication ( primary liver cancer,
decompensated cirrhosis, and liver transplantation). Proportional
hazard adjusted on age, gender and diabetes status. Cox models were
performed. Potential non-linear relationships were examined using
fractional polynomial models.

Results: 2877 treated CHB patients were included. Median age was
48.9 years [Interquartile range (IQR): 38.1; 59.8] and 2044 (71.0%)
were men. Almost all patients were treated by nucleos (t)idic
analogues (98%) for a median time of 2.9 years (IQR [0.4; 5.2]) and
92.0% had an HBV DNA level <2, 000 UI/ml at entry. After a median
follow-up of 7.0 years (IQR [6.2; 7.6]), incidence of all-cause mortality
was 7.7/1000 person/years (95% Confidence Interval (CI) 6.6-9.1), and
4.0/1000 person/years (95% CI 3.2-5.0) for liver-related mortality.
After adjustment, an increase of ten points of FLI was significantly
associated with an increased risk of all-cause mortality (Hazard Ratio
(HR): 1.09 [1.02-1.16]) and tended to be associated with liver-related
mortality (HR: 1.08 [0.99-1.19]).

Figure: Kaplan-Meier survival estimates according FLI categories. ANRS
€022 HEPATHER cohort, treated CHB participants.

Conclusion: In this first large prospective cohort of French patients
with treated chronic HBV infection, FLI was independently associated
with all cause and liver-related mortality.
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The discriminatory power of risk scores for hepatocellular
carcinoma in treated chronic hepatitis B patients with and
without diabetes: a territory-wide study of 48,706 subjects
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Background and aims: Patients with chronic hepatitis B (CHB) are
aging with a rising prevalence of diabetes mellitus (DM) to over 20%
in recent years. While DM is associated with a doubled risk of
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) in CHB patients, few HCC risk scores

Journal of Hepatology 2022 vol. 77(S1) | S1-S118 S101


mailto:hermabessierepaul@gmail.com
mailto:wonglaihung@cuhk.edu.hk

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

include DM as a factor. We aimed to compare the performance of HCC
risk scores among DM and non-DM patients on nucleos (t)ide
analogue (NA) treatment.

Method: Adult CHB patients on at least 6 months of entecavir or
tenofovir treatment from January 2005 to March 2020 were
identified using a territory-wide database in Hong Kong. DM was
defined by any use of non-insulin antidiabetic agents, continuous use
of insulin for >28 days, haemoglobin A;. >6.5%, fasting glucose
>7 mmol/L, and/or diagnosis codes. Two HCC risk scores with DM as a
factor for treated CHB patients (i.e., cirrhosis, age, male sex, and DM
[CAMD] score and Real-world Effectiveness from the Asia Pacific Rim
Liver Consortium for hepatitis B virus [REAL-B] score) were studied; 2
other HCC risk scores without DM as a factor (i.e., PAGE-B and
modified PAGE-B [mPAGE-B| scores) were also examined. The
discriminatory power of the scores was assessed by area under the
time-dependent receiver operating characteristic curves (AUROCs)
with death as a competing event. Comparisons were done based on 1,
000 bootstrap samples.

Results: Of 48,706 patients included, the mean age was 54.3+13.6
years; 62.1% were male and 12.7% had cirrhosis. The prevalence of DM
rose steadily from 15.5% to 24.3% in those who started NA treatment
in 2005-08 and 2017-20 respectively. At a median (25th percentile-
75th percentile) follow-up of 4.4 (2.2-5.0) years, 2, 157 (4.4%)
patients developed HCC. All the 4 HCC scores were less predictive in
DM patients than non-DM patients (all p < 0.001; Figure). DM was an
independent risk factor for HCC on top of the risk groups of PAGE-B
score (adjusted hazard ratio [aHR] 3.85, 95% CI 2.06-7.18, p <0.001),
and had an interaction with PAGE-B risk groups (aHR [95% CI]: 0.40
[0.21-0.77] for intermediate-risk group and 0.27 [0.14-0.51] for high-
risk group as compared to non-DM patients in low-risk group). DM
was however found to be not associated with HCC after adjusting for
mPAGE-B score (aHR 1.04, 95% CI 0.95-1.14, p=0.423).

Figure: The area under the time-dependent receiver operating character-
istic curves (AUROCs) of A. PAGE-B score; B. mPAGE-B score; C. CAMD
score; and D. REAL-B score for predicting the development of hepatocellu-
lar carcinoma in nucleos (t)ide analogue-treated chronic hepatitis B
patients with and without diabetes mellitus (DM).

Conclusion: HCC risk scores are less accurate in NA-treated diabetic
CHB patients than their non-diabetic counterparts, with a drop of
AUROCs from around 0.8 to 0.7 regardless of whether DM is a
component in the risk scores or not.
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Hepatocellular carcinoma incidence is reduced in cirrhotic
chronic hepatitis B patients with HBsAg seroclearance comparing
to those with viral suppression
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Background and aims: Cirrhosis is a major risk factor for
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) development in chronic hepatitis B
patients. It remains unknown whether HBsAg seroclearance in
cirrhotic patients reduces the risk of HCC compared to those under
long-term Nuc treatment. This study aims to investigate the HCC
incidence between these two groups.

Method: The study recruited chronic hepatitis B patients with
cirrhosis undergoing Nuc therapy with viral suppression (Nuc arm,
N =805) and cirrhotic CHB patients with HBsAg seroclearance (S-loss
arm, N =165, 65 untreated, 90 off-therapy, 10 on-treatment HBsAg
loss) from two medical centers and REVEAL-HBV cohort. The baseline
in the Nuc arm was set since HBV DNA being undetectable (complete
viral suppression) while in the S-loss arm was set since HBsAg loss.
Those with HCC occurred prior to the baseline or within 6 months
after the baseline were excluded from this analysis. Kaplan Meier
analysis and log rank test were done for the cumulative HCC
incidence comparison.

Results: Comparing the baseline features between Nuc arm and S-loss
arm, the mean age (55.5 vs. 56.8, P=0.14), gender (male: 74.5% vs.
81.2%, P=0.07) and HBV genotype (p=0.27) were comparable. The
median ALT (29 vs. 20 U/L, P < 0.001) and AFP (4.16 vs. 3.0 mg/dL, P <
0.001) level were higher in the Nuc arm while follow-up duration was
longer in the S-loss arm (median: 7.9 vs. 4.3 years, P<0.001). In
univariate analysis, older age [crude HR (cHR): 1.04, P < 0.0001], higher
FIB-4 level [cHR: 1.1, P = 0.0004], higher AFP level [cHR: 1.02, P < 0.001]
were positively associated with HCC occurrence while HBsAg loss is a
protective factor for HCC [cHR: 0.502, P=0.0314]. In multivariate
analysis, older age [adjusted HR (aHR): 1.04 (1.02-1.06), P <0.0001]
and HBsAg loss [aHR: 0.19 (0.05-0.76), P=0.0193] are the two
independent predictor for HCC. The annual incidence and 8-year
cumulative HCC incidence in cirrhotic patients in Nuc arm versus S-
loss arm were 2.43% and 16% versus 1.16% and 8%, respectively (Log
tank test, P=0.0282). After propensity score matching with age,
genderand FIB-4 at 1 to 1 ratiowith 77 patients at each arm. HBsAg loss
arm still had much lower HCC incidence than those under Nuc arm
(annual incidence: 0.46% vs. 3.2%, log rank test, P =0.0035).
Conclusion: This is the first study proved the HBsAg seroclearance,
reflecting the inactive transcriptional activity of cccDNA, is a
protective factor for HCC in cirrhotic chronic hepatitis B patients.

Figure: Cumulative HCC incidence between cirrhotic CHB patients with
Nuc viral suppressed (blue line) and HBsAg loss (red line) before and after
propensity score matching.
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Treatment with bulevirtide improves patient-reported outcomes
in patients with chronic hepatitis delta: An exploratory analysis of
a Phase 3 trial at 48 weeks
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Background and aims: Chronic hepatitis delta (CHD) infection is
caused by a defective RNA virus that requires the presence of the
hepatitis B virus (HBV) surface antigen for replication and transmis-
sion. Compared with HBV monoinfection, patients with CHD have a
greater risk of cirrhosis, hepatocellular carcinoma, liver transplant,
and liver-related mortality. In 2020, the European Medicines Agency
granted conditional marketing authorisation to bulevirtide (BLV)
2 mg, a novel NTCP entry inhibitor, as the first treatment approved for
CHD. We report an exploratory analysis of health-related quality-of-
life outcomes in patients with CHD after 48 weeks of treatment with
BLV 2 mg in an ongoing Phase 3 trial.

Method: MYR301 (NCT03852719; EudraCT 2019-001213-17) is a
randomised, open-label, parallel-group, multicentre trial that
assigned 150 CHD patients (1:1:1) to 3 exploratory arms (BLV 2 or
10 mg or control) for up to 3 years. (As BLV 10 mg is not an approved
dosage, we do not report that treatment arm.) Control patients
received no active anti-HDV treatment until Week (W)48. Patients
completed the Hepatitis Quality of Life Questionnaire (HQLQ),
including the SF-36 and 15 supplemental items, at study baseline
(BL), W24, and W48. Higher scores on the HQLQ (range 0-100)
indicate better health. Interim results collected at W24 were reported
previously.!

Results: BL characteristics were well balanced between BLV 2 mg (n =
49) and controls (n =51). For BLV 2 mg, mean age was 44 years, BMI
was 24 kg/m? 61% were male, 83% were White, and 47% had
compensated cirrhosis. Across groups, patients reported varying
scores of HQLQ. From BL to W48, BLV 2 mg was associated with
improvements in all HQLQ domains; notably, >5-point improvements
in mean values were observed for 10 of the 14 items (Figure).
Treatment differences vs controls in least-squares mean changes
from BL to W48 were statistically significant (p<0.05) for role-
physical, hepatitis-specific (HS) limitations, and HS health distress.
Improvements with BLV 2 mg seen at W24 were largely maintained
or increased at W48.
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Conclusion: CHD patients treated with BLV 2 mg showed an
improvement at W48 in all domains of the HQLQ, while patients in
the control group remained largely unchanged, apart from substan-
tial improvements in health distress and HS health distress. Patients
receiving BLV 2 mg reported significant improvements in quality-of-
life domains, including role-physical, HS limitations, and HS health
distress, compared with controls.

Medical writing support was provided by Ellie Manca, AlphaScientia,
LLC, and was funded by Gilead Sciences, Inc.

1. Wedemeyer H et al. Treatment with bulevirtide improves patient-
reported outcomes in patients with chronic hepatitis delta (CHD): an
interim exploratory analysis at week 24. Presented at AASLD Nov 12—
15, 2021. Poster 680.

Cirrhosis and its complications: Experimental
and pathophysiology
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Extracellular vesicles from mesenchimal stem cells reduce
neuroinflammation in hippocampus and restore cognitive
function in hyperammonemic rats
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Background and aims: Chronic hyperammonemia, a main contribu-
tor to hepatic encephalopathy, leads to neuroinflammation which
alters neurotransmission leading to cognitive impairment. Currently
there are no specific treatments for the neurological alterations in
hepatic encephalopathy. Extracellular vesicles (EVs) from mesenchy-
mal stem cells (MSCs) reduce neuroinflammation in some patho-
logical conditions. The aim of this work was to assess if treatment of
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hyperammonemic rats with EVs from MSCs reducesneuroinflamma-
tion, improves neurotransmission in hippocampus and restorescog-
nitive function and to analyzethe mechanisms involved.

Method: Treatment with EVs from MSCs was performed in vivo by
intravenous injection and ex vivo in hippocampal slices in hyper-
ammonemic and control rats. Effects on neuroinflammation (micro-
glia and astrocytes activation and content of inflammatory markers in
hippocampus) were assessed by immunohistochemistry, immuno-
fluorescence and western blot. Learning and memory were assessed
using the following tests: object location, object recognition, Y maze
and radial maze.

Results: The EVs injected reached the hippocampus.
Hyperammonemia induced neuroinflammation in hippocampus
and impaired learning and memory in the tests performed.
Treatment with EVs reduced microglia and astrocytes activation, the
content of [L-1beta and NF-kB activation and restored performance of
hyperammonemic rats in all the behavioral tests. Studies adding EVs
to hippocampal slices ex vivo showed that these beneficial effects
were dependent on TGFbeta present in the EVs, which reduced NF-kB
activation and the subsequent neuroinflammation.

Conclusion: Extracellular vesicles from mesenchymal stem cells
reduce neuroinflammation in hippocampus and restore cognitive
function in hyperammonemic rats. EVs from MSCs may be useful to
improve cognitive function in patients with Minimal Hepatic
Encephalopathy.
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Lipidomics analyses of ATTIRE trial patients’ plasma at day 1
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Background and aims: Hospital acquired infections (HAIs) are
common in acute decompensation (AD) patients and studies
support an anti-inflammatory role for statins. We investigated the
role of lipid metabolism pathways in AD patients that developed
HAIs.

Method: Plasma from 56 ATTIRE trial patients (31 male, 25 female) at
day 1 (pre-albumin infusions or standard care) were analysed using
Lipotype Shotgun Lipidomics platform. Patients were not diagnosed
with infection nor taking antibiotics at sampling, with 26 subse-
quently developing HAI and 30 not. Lipidomic profiles predicting HAI
status were analysed via multivariate statistical techniques ( principal
component analysis (PCA), partial least squares discriminatory
analyses (PLSDA) and sparse PLSDA (sPLSDA)) on 245 lipids with
<25% missing data prior to imputation. In non-ATTIRE patients
without infection and not on antibiotics, we performed whole blood
bulk RNA sequencing (RNA-seq) comparing healthy volunteers (HV,

n=>5), outpatients with refractory ascites (ORA, n=5) and hospita-
lised AD patients (n = 10). Finally, we examined HAI incidence in the
47 ATTIRE patients on statins at baseline.

Results: Median time to HAI was 6 days. PLSDA models including
clinical covariates significantly predicted HAI development, with
Bilirubin at baseline having a variable importance in projection (VIP)
score of 2.5. Within each metabolite class, only PCAs of Cholesterol
Esters (CEs) and Sphingomyelin (SM) class resulted in separation by
HAI status, driven by CE 18.16.0, CE 18.2.1, CE 18.2.2 and SM 42.2.2.
When included in PLSDA models, CE 18.1.0 and CE 18.2.0 were both
important in predicting HAI (VIP >1) (table). RNA-seq showed
reduced blood Sterol O-acyltransferase 1 (SOAT1) expression com-
pared to HV (mean = SD gene count: 384.0+94.9) in ADs (254.9+
81.0; P=0.02) and ORA patients (260.0 £ 55.1; P =0.04, figure). There
was no difference in HAI according to baseline statin use, which
occurred in 9/47 statin (19.1%) and 141/730 non-statin (19.3%)
patients.

Conclusion: Data are consistent with a downregulation of blood
cholesterol esterification via SOAT1 in AD patients predicting
development of HAL Statins do not affect cholesterol esterification
and were non-predictive of HAI status within PLSDA models and had
no effect clinically, although small numbers were analysed. CE may be
novel and functional biomarkers that predict HAI in AD, providing
mechanistic insight.

0S152
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Background and aims: Advances in single cell technology have
revolutionised our understanding of the liver, enabling genome-wide
RNA-profiling of thousands of transcriptomes at single cell reso-
lution. Recent studies utilising single cell RNA sequencing (scRNA-
seq) have characterised progenitor cell populations, uncovered gene
expression zonation of multiple cell types, and revealed their
contribution to disease pathogenesis. However, scRNA-seq does not
capture the spatial distribution of transcripts in cells and dissociated
tissue can cause transcriptomic changes. In contrast, the recent
explosion of spatial transcriptomics (ST) technologies has enabled
genome-wide characterisation of cellular heterogeneity at near
single-cell resolution, while preserving spatial information.

Method: In this study, we have utilised ST to profile the fibrotic niche
in human cirrhotic liver. Using 10X Genomics Visium, we
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Figure 1: (abstract: 0S152): Spatial trancriptomics of human cirrhotic liver. (A) Human cirrhotic liver resections are fresh frozen, cryo-sectioned and placed
onto Visium ST capture slides. Tissue permeabilisation enables mRNA to be captured, ST libraries constructed, sequenced and mapped back to Visium
spots. (B) Spatially-significant gene clusters were identified by performing dimensionality reduction followed by unsupervised clustering and projecting
clusters back onto the tissue. (C) Gene expression of significant targets representing spatial clusters. Scalebars 1 mm.

demonstrate ST can resolve diseased liver tissue into discrete gene
expression clusters which correlate with histological landmarks,
revealing spatial expression profiles of the fibrotic scar and interface
with regenerative nodules (Figure 1). To increase the resolution of ST
data, we generated a complementary human cirrhotic liver scRNA-
seq dataset. Through Cell2location computational approaches, we
defined cell type clusters and deconvoluted multi-cell ST data to
reveal spatial molecular signatures of several scar-associated cell sub-
populations.

Results: Furthermore, our data spatially located impaired extracel-
lular matrix (ECM) signalling associated with the pathogenesis of
progressive liver disease and provided insight into mechanoadaptive
mechanisms during myofibroblast activation.

Conclusion: This study demonstrates how comprehensive ST aligned
to computational approaches can be used to delineate spatial gene
expression patterns during liver disease. Our data highlights the
future of ST in studies to understand mechanisms underlying
progressive liver disease as well as its potential in clinical pathology.
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Background and aims: Mesenteric lymphatic vessels (MLVs) are
functionally impaired in cirrhosis. We explored therapeutic effects of
a human recombinant pro-lymphangiogenic factor, vascular endo-
thelial growth factor C (rhVEGF-C, Cys156Ser) on MLVs and the
draining lymph nodes (LNs) in experimental cirrhosis.

Method: CCl4-induced rat models of cirrhosis were prepared.
Molecular and histological studies of the MLVs were performed.
rhVEGF-C (10 ug/kg), which binds to VEGF-receptor 3 (VEGFR3) on
lymphatic endothelial cells (LyECs), was injected intraperitoneally in
5 doses on alternate days in cirrhotic models. CCl4 rats were given
saline as vehicle. The sprouting and drainage of MILVs was analyzed
using histology and whole-mount BODIPY of mesentery. To gain
mechanistic insights, gene expression profiling of isolated and sorted
mesenteric LyECs was performed by RT-PCRs. Dendritic Cell (DCs)
and T cell subsets were quantified in LNs, portal and peripheral
circulation by flow cytometry. Systemic inflammatory cytokines were
examined. Gut bacterial translocation to mesenteric lymph nodes,
liver, and systemic circulation was studied using orally administered
GFP labelled Salmonella typhimurium.

Results: An increased gene and protein expression of VEGF-C was
observed in the mesenteric tissues of treated rats in comparison to
the vehicle. Histology displayed a significant increase in area per field
of the MLVs in treated versus vehicle rats (1.8 vs 3.9, p<0.001).
Drainage of mesenteric lymph was increased in treated as compared
to vehicle (30 a.u. vs 60 a.u., p < 0.001) with decreased lymph leakage
(50 a.u. vs 20 a.u., p<0.001) in comparison to vehicle. Sprouting of
MLVs from pre-existing vessels was observed in treated rats with
significantly reduced dilation wrt vehicle (200 pm vs 100 pm, p <
0.001). Sorted LyECs showed increased expression of LyVE1 (7.4 fc, p
<0.01) and Prox1 (7.7 fc, p<0.05) in treated rats wrt vehicle.
Enhanced expression of adhesion molecules such as VE-CAD (5 fc,
p<0.05) in LyECs correlated with decreased lymph leakage and
permeability of MLVs in treated rats. Expression of CCL21 (2.04 fc p <
0.05), a chemoattractant for DCs and T cells, and CD86 (9.36 fc, p <
0.05), an antigen presentation molecule was increased in LyECs of
treated wrt vehicle rats. Among all immune cells, LNs showed an
increased percentage of activated CD8 T cells (24.07 vs 11.37, p < 0.05)
and DCs (67.03 vs 55.52, p<0.05) in treated versus vehicle. Treated
rats also exhibited increased clearance in LNs as compared to vehicle
(p<0.05).
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Conclusion: In cirrhosis, treatment with VEGF-C ameliorates mes-
enteric lymph drainage and permeability owing to the increased
expression of adhesion molecule, VE-CAD in the LyECs. VEGF-C
modulates gut immunity and bacterial clearance and thus may serve
as an emerging therapy for combating gut infection and inflamma-
tion in cirrhosis.
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Background and aims: Decompensated liver cirrhosis results from
the worsening of the liver function and is characterized by the
appearance of a clinical phenotype, frequently ascites and portal
hypertension. The primary cause of portal hypertension is an increase
in the resistance to portal blood flow. Architectural distortion, hepatic
stellate cell contraction, and endothelial dysfunction with increased
vasoconstrictor and deficient nitric oxide (NO) production are major
factors governing this process. Here, we assessed the potential
therapeutic effect of engineered poly (beta-amino esters) nanopar-
ticles (PBAE NPs) containing an NO donor in experimental decom-
pensated cirrhosis.

Method: NO donor pGFP PBAE NPs with retinol moiety were
synthetized and characterized by dynamic light scattering. Next,
liver cirrhosis was induced in male Wistar rats by repetitive carbon
tetrachloride inhalation (1 g/l) twice a week until the appearance of
ascites. Cirrhotic rat precision cut liver slices (PCLS) were treated with
PBAE NPs and ex vivo transfection was evaluated by fluorescence
microscopy. In order to assess organ biodistribution, the NPs were
also administered intravenously. Finally, another group of cirrhotic
rats received functionalized control or NO donor PBAE NPs (30 mg/kg

body weight) and subsequently an hemodynamic study was
performed.

Results: Engineered NO donor PBAE NPs had an average hydro-
dynamic size of 170 nm and were positively charged; remaining
stable for at least 24 h. After 48 h treatment, the NPs were
successfully internalized by cirrhotic PCLS. Besides, when adminis-
tered intravenously, engineered PBAE NPs targeted the liver, spleen
and kidney of already after 24 h, although the signal of the two latter
was significantly of lower intensity. Notably, they did not reach the
brain, heart or lung. Finally, the treatment with functionalized NO
donor PBAE NPs resulted in a significant (p < 0.05) decrease of portal
hypertension (9.6 + 0.6 mmHg) in comparison to control NPs (13.2 +
0.9 mmHg) in rats with decompensated cirrhosis. Remarkably, the
treatment did not affect mean arterial pressure, being 96.7 + 1.1 and
92.3+4.2 mmHg, in cirrhotic rats treated with control or NO donor
NPs, respectively. Likewise, the cardiac output was not affected
(390.7 +80.8 L/min vs 301.3 +48.9 L/min).

Conclusion: Engineered NO donor PBAE NPs effectively target the
liver, and could be therapeutically useful to mitigate portal
hypertension.
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Background and aims: Type C hepatic encephalopathy (HE)
develops on the background of cirrhosis. Both hyperammonemia
and inflammation contribute to disease development. Murine
models of type C HE are either not available or poorly characterized,
hampering translational research. This project aims to validate and
characterize murine bile duct ligation (BDL) as a model for type C HE.
Method: Male C57BL/6j mice (n=15/timepoint/group) were sub-
jected to BDL or sham surgery. Animals were sacrificed on day 7, 14,
21 or 28. Standardized motor function tests were performed. Plasma
samples were isolated for ammonia and cytokine measurement.
Targeted metabolomics (LC-MS/MS) for amino acids, bile acids,
energy metabolites and redox markers was performed on cerebro-
spinal fluid (CSF). Brain samples were taken for immunostainings and
cytokine profiling. In a separate experiment, mice were injected with
4 kDa FITC-Dextran 15 min before sacrifice to assess blood-brain
barrier (BBB) permeability changes.

Results: BDL induces motor dysfunction, demonstrated by increased
beam traversal time (+60%, p=0.0056 on day 7) and reduced
travelling in the open field (-71%, p<0.0001 on day 14).
Concomitantly, plasma ammonia increases progressively in BDL
mice (p=0.0012 on day 21). CSF metabolomics reveal a significant
glutamine increase from 14 days on (p=0.0029). Additionally, a
glutamate decrease is observed. Other osmolytes taurine and creatine
transiently decrease. Interestingly, plasma ammonia correlates
significantly with CSF glutamine (r = 0.5076, p = 0.0113).

AMP is depleted at 14 days ( p = 0.0021), but other energy markers are
not altered in BDL mice. Remarkably, tauro-conjugated bile acids (p =
0.0016), but also tryptophan (p =0.0084) accumulate in CSF after 7
days.
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Systemic inflammation is evident from 7 days onward with increased
plasma IL-6 levels (p=0.0002). From 14 days on, 3D reconstructed
cortical microglial cells reveal activated morphology, indicating
neuroinflammation (Figure 1). CCL2 levels are significantly increased
in the cortex 28 days after BDL (p = 0.0418), coinciding with increased
BBB permeability (p=0.0031).

Conclusion: Murine BDL reproduces clinical, metabolic and gliovas-
cular features of type C HE. Early behavioural changes are obvious
before plasma ammonia and brain glutamine accumulate, and
potentially reflect the effect of systemic inflammation and cerebral
bile acid/tryptophan accumulation on behaviour. Altogether, these
data support the clinical relevance of this HE model, which can now
be used for further neurobiological and intervention studies.

Liver tumours: Therapy
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results from the TRACE phase 2 randomized controlled trial
Elisabeth Dhondt!, Bieke Lambert>3, Laurens Hermie', Lynn Huyck?,
Peter Vanlangenhove', Anja Geerts®, Xavier Verhelst*, Maridi Aerts>,
Aude Vanlander®, Frederik Berrevoet®, Roberto Ivan Troisi*”’,

Hans Van Vlierberghe?, Luc Defreyne’. 'Ghent University Hospital,
Vascular and Interventional Radiology, Ghent, Belgium; >Ghent
University, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Belgium; >AZ Jan
Palfiin and AZ Maria Middelares, Nuclear Medicine, Belgium; *Ghent
University Hospital, Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Gent, Belgium;
SUniversity Hospital Brussels, Gastroenterology, Belgium; Ghent
University Hospital, General and HPB Surgery and Liver Transplantation,
Ghent, Belgium; “Frederico Il University Hospital, Hepatobiliary and
Minimally Invasive and Robotic Surgery, Naples, Italy

Email: elisabeth.dhondt@uzgent.be

Background and aims: Transarterial chemoembolization (TACE) is
the recommended treatment for intermediate hepatocellular carcin-
oma (HCC) in the Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer guidelines.
Prospective uncontrolled studies suggest that Yttrium-90
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transarterial radioembolization (TARE) is a safe and effective
alternative. The aim of the study was to compare the efficacy and
safety of TARE to TACE for unresectable HCC.

Method: In this single-center prospective randomized controlled
trial (TRACE), Yttrium-90 glass TARE was compared with doxorubi-
cin-eluting beads TACE (DEB-TACE) in patients with intermediate
stage HCC extended to Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group
performance status 1 and early-stage HCC patients not eligible for
surgery or thermoablation. Participants were recruited between
September 2011 and March 2018. Primary end point was time to
progression (TTP gyera; Kaplan-Meier analysis) in the intention-to-
treat (ITT) and per protocol (PP) population.

Results: Ad interim analysis, 38 participants (median age, 67 years;
IQR 63-72; 33 men) were randomized to the TARE arm and 34
(median age, 68 years; IQR 64-74; 30 men) to the DEB-TACE arm (ITT
population). Median TTPg,er.y Was 17.1 months in the TARE arm
versus 9.5 months in the DEB-TACE arm (ITT: HR 0.36; 95% CI: 0.18,
0.70; p=0.002) (PP: 32 and 34 participants respectively: HR 0.29;
0.14, 0.60; p <0.001). Median overall survival was 30.2 months after
TARE and 15.6 months after DEB-TACE (ITT: HR 0.48; 0.28, 0.82; p =
0.006). Serious adverse events grade >3 (13 of 33 (39%) versus 19 of
36 (53%) after TARE and DEB-TACE respectively, p = 0.47) and 30-day
mortality (0 of 33 (0%) versus 3 of 36 (8%), p = 0.24) were similar in the
safety populations. Ad interim the HR for the primary end point
TTPyyerann Was <0.39, indicative to halt the study.

Conclusion: With similar safety profile, Yttrium-90 radioemboliza-
tion conferred superior tumor control and survival compared to
drug-eluting beads chemoembolization in selected participants with
early and intermediate HCC.
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Background and aims: Cholangiocarcinoma (CCA) is a rare and
heterogeneous biliary cancer, with increasing incidence and related
mortality. This study investigates the clinical course of CCA and
subtypes (intrahepatic (iCCA), perihilar (pCCA), and distal (dCCA)) in
a pan-European cohort.

Method: The ENSCCA Registry is a multicenter observational study.
Patients with histologically-proven CCA diagnosis between 2010-
2019 were included. Demographic, histomorphological, biochemical,
and clinical studies were performed.

Results: Overall, 2, 234 patients were enrolled (male:female = 1.29).
iCCA (n =1, 243) was associated with overweight/obesity (58.5%) and
chronic liver diseases involving cirrhosis (12.6%) and/or viral hepatitis
(10.4%); pCCA (n=592) with primary sclerosing cholangitis (8.8%);
and dCCA (n=399) with choledocholithiasis (10.3%). At diagnosis,
42.2% of patients had local disease, 29.4% locally-advanced disease
(LAD), and 28.4% metastatic disease (MD). Serum CEA and CA19-9
showed low diagnostic sensitivity (69.1% and 40.9% below cutoff,
respectively), but their concomitant elevation was associated with
increased risk of presenting with LAD [OR =2.16;95%Cl:1.43-3.27] or
MD [OR=5.88;95%ClI:3.69-9.25]. Patients undergoing resection
(50.3%) showed the best outcome, particularly with negative-
resection margin (RO) [median overall survival (mOS)=45.1
months]; however, margin involvement (R1) [HR = 1.92;95%Cl:1.53-
2.41;mOS = 24.7 months] and lymph node invasion [HR=2.13;95%
Cl:1.55-2.94;mOS = 23.3 months| compromised prognosis. Among
patients with unresectable disease (49.6%), the mOS was 10.6 months
for those receiving active palliative therapies, mostly chemotherapy
(26.2%). Patients receiving best supportive care (20.6%) had mOS of
4.0 months, with iCCAs showing worst outcome compared to p/
dCCAs. ECOG performance status [HR=1.52;95%Cl:1.01-2.31], MD
[HR=4.03;95%CI:1.82-8.92] and CA19-9 [HR=2.79;95%Cl:1.46-
5.33] were independently prognostic for OS.

Conclusion: CCA is still diagnosed at advanced stage, a proportion of
patients fail to receive cancer-specific therapies, and prognosis is
dismal. Identification of preventable risk factors and implementation
of surveillance in high-risk populations are required to decrease
cancer-related mortality.
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Background and aims: Up to 70% of patients with early-stage
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) treated with liver resection (LR)
relapse within two years after surgery. Immune checkpoint inhibitors
(ICPI) are an established treatment for unresectable HCC, but ICPI
combinations have not been explored in the peri-operatory setting.
Method: PRIME-HCC is a phase Ib study investigating safety and
bioactivity of the nivolumab (3 mg/kg, day 1 and day 22) plus
ipilimumab (1 mg/kg, day 1 only) combination prior to LR in
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early-stage HCC. The primary safety analysis assessed treatment-
related adverse events (trAE) and delays to surgery. Secondary end
point included overall response rates (ORR) by RECIST v1.1 and
pathologic responses on resection specimens.

Results: At data censoring on the 4th of November 2021, 12 patients
were enrolled, of whom 83% (n = 10) were male, with a median age of
65 years (range 47-70). Liver cirrhosis was found in 75% (n = 9) of the
patients, and the most frequent aetiology was viral hepatitis (50%, n =
4 with HCV and n=2 with HBV infection). All patients were Child-
Pugh A, with 58% classified as albumin-bilirubin (ALBI) grade 1.
Median tumour diameter was 3.4 cm (interquartile range [IQR] 1.4,
range 1.1-7.3), and the median number of liver nodules was 1 (IQR 1,
range 1-3). Median baseline AFP was 6 mcg/L (IQR 115, range 2-
11'777). Any-grade trAEs were reported by 75% of the patients (n=9).
Four patients (33%) reported grade 2 trAEs including hypothyroidism
(n=2),diarrhoea (n=1), and fatigue (n = 1), and one (8%) grade 3 ALT/
ASTelevation. After a median follow-up of 9.1 months (IQR 19.1, range
2.5-24.9), no deaths had occurred, and one disease relapse was
recorded 20.8 months after treatment commencement. Median time
to LR from screening was 2.5 months (IQR 0.9, range 2.2-3.6). One
patient had a surgery delay due to liver function worsening (ICPI-
unrelated) and remained progression-free by RECIST 9.6 months
post-screening. In another patient LR was switched to radiofrequency
ablation by the treating surgeon due to surgical risk independent of
ICPI exposure. One patient was found to have cholangiocarcinoma
(CCA) on LR specimen and was excluded from efficacy analyses. ORR
was 18%, with two partial responses. Disease control rate was 91%,
and one patient with mixed HCC/CCA histology showed primary
progression. Of the nine pathologically evaluable patients, seven
(78%) achieved a pathological response, including two (22%)
complete responses.

Conclusion: Neoadjuvant immunotherapy with nivolumab plus
ipilimumab is tolerable and is characterised by evidence of anti-
tumour efficacy in early-stage HCC.
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Liver transplantation for patients with fibrolamellar
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Background and aims: Fibrolamellar hepatocellular carcinoma (FL-
HCC) is a rare tumour accounting for ~1% of all primary liver cancers.
Due to its rarity, there is a shortage of data on liver transplantation
(LT) for patients with FL-HCC. Previously post-LT outcomes have been
evaluated based on patients transplanted a decade ago, however
contemporary and intention-to-treat (ITT) and recurrence outcomes
are lacking. Therefore, to gain more insight on the management of
these patients, we conducted a comprehensive multicenter analysis
of FL-HCC patients looking at both post-listing and post-LT outcomes.
Method: All patients with a diagnosis of FL-HCC and listed for LT or
transplanted between 1987-2019 were extracted from the UNOS
registry. Re-LT and multi-organ transplants were excluded. Outcomes
of interest were waitlist (WL) dropout and ITT overall survival (OS),
derived from all patients with a FL-HCC diagnosis at listing, and post-
transplant OS, recurrence-free survival (RFS), cumulative incidence of
recurrence, and 30-/90-day post-transplant mortality, for all patients
with a confirmed diagnosis of FL-HCC at explant pathology. WL
dropout was defined as dropping out of the WL due to death, clinical
deterioration, or medical unsuitability. Recurrence and death were
the events for predicting RFS. For the cumulative incidence of
recurrence, death was a competing event. For all other outcomes,
death was the only event. Median follow-up times were 4.5 years
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(interquartile range [IQR] 1.2-8.2) from listing and 5.0 years (IQR 2.6-
9.8) post-LT.

Results: A total of 96 unique patients with a diagnosis of FL-HCC at
listing or post-LT were extracted. Of these, 53% were female and 76%
adult, with a median age of 25.5 years (range 10-66). Cirrhosis was
present in 10 patients (10%) and 8 patients had an underlying disease
(8%): hepatitis C virus (5), non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (2), glycogen
storage disease (1). Of all FL-HCC patients, 72 were diagnosed at
listing (75%), 10 post-LT (10.5%), and of 14 the moment of diagnosis
was unknown (14.6%). Sixty-nine patients received a LT, of which 55
were post-operatively confirmed of having FL-HCC. Eight patients
received a living donor LT. WL dropout at 1- and 2-years post-listing
was 15.3% and 19.4%. ITT OS at 1, 3, 5 years was 86.5%, 67.9%, 55.5%,
where post-LT OS was 98.2%, 84.4%, 61.9% at 1, 3, 5 years. No patients
died within 90 days post-LT. RFS was 85.3%, 69.9%, and 47.5% at 1, 3,
and 5 years. The cumulative incidence of recurrence at 1, 3, 5 years
was 12.8%, 24.4%, and 44.7%. There was no statistical difference in all
outcomes between adult and pediatric patients.

Conclusion: T for patients with FL-HCC offers acceptable long-term
survival outcomes despite a substantial risk of tumour recurrence.
Further research is needed to determine which patients with FL-HCC
would benefit most from LT and potential adjuvant therapies to
reduce the risk of recurrence.
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A preferable signature of gut microbiota and bile acids predicted
better outcomes of unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma to
immune checkpoint inhibitors

Pei-Chang Lee', Chijung Wu', Ya-Wen Hung', ChiehJu Lee’,

Chen-Ta Chi', I-Cheng Lee', Jiing-Chyuan Luo', Ming-Chih Hou',
Yi-Hsiang Huang'. 'Taipei Veterans General Hospital, Division of
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Department of Medicine, Taipei,
Taiwan

Email: yhhuang@vghtpe.gov.tw

Background and aims: Immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICI) are
newly emerged, promising therapeutic agents for unresectable
hepatocellular carcinoma (uHCC). However, no effective biomarker
has been found to predict treatment response. Gut microbiota could
modulate outcomes of melanoma to immunotherapy. In this study,
we aimed to investigate the effects of gut microbiota and metabolites
on ICI-treated uHCC.

Method: From May 2018 to February 2020, patients who received ICI
therapy for uHCC in Taipei Veterans General hospital were prospect-
ively enrolled. Of them, fecal samples collected before treatment from
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twenty objective responders and 21 non-responders (proved by
radiology) were taken into analyses of microbiota and metabolites.
Since March 2020, 33 consecutive Child-Pugh A, ICI-treated patients
were investigated for validation. Besides, fecal samples from 17
healthy volunteers were also analyzed as control.

Results: A significant bacterial dissimilarity was observed between
responders and non-responders before ICI treatment (p=0.016 and
0.019 by Anoism and Adonis tests). Lachnoclostridium,
Lachnospiraceae, and Veillonella were predominant faecal microbiota
of responders; whereas, Prevotella 9 was predominant in non-
responders. Ursodeoxycholic acid and ursocholic acid were found
significantly enriched in the feces of responders, and were strongly
correlated with the abundance of Lachnoclostridium. A fecal signature
of enriched Lachnoclostridium and depleted Prevotella 9 could
significantly predict better overall survival (OS) in these patients. In
the validation cohort, the best objective response rate (52.6%) was
noted in patients with a preferable microbial signature. Besides, the
progression-free survival (PFS) and OS were better in patients with a
preferable microbial signature as compared with the counter-group.
(PFS: 8.8 vs. 1.8 months; OS: not reached vs. 6.5 months, both p <
0.001).

Conclusion: Pre-treatment fecal microbiota and bile acids are
associated with treatment outcomes of ICIs for uHCC. These findings
provided a potential strategy to enhance the efficacy of immuno-
therapy by modifying gut microbiota and metabolites in patients
with uHCC.
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Background and aims: The HIMALAYA trial (NCT03298451) showed
that tremelimumab 300 mg added to durvalumab (STRIDE regimen)
significantly improved survival compared to sorafenib for the

treatment of patients with unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma
(uHCC). This study also assessed predictors of health-related quality
of life (HRQoL) using EuroQoL 5-Dimension, 5-Level health state
utility (HSU) index (EQ-5D-5L) and visual analogue scale (VAS).
Method: EQ-5D-5L data were collected at baseline, every 8 weeks for
48 weeks, then every 12 weeks until treatment discontinuation, and
additional assessments up to 12 weeks for patients with confirmed
progression. Impact of treatment and treatment status on domain
score and proportion of patients reporting any problem by domain at
first off-treatment visit were assessed using last on-treatment visit as
baseline. Impact on HSU was assessed by mixed models for repeated
measures (MMRM). Univariate and multivariate analyses were
conducted using treatment as base fixed effect and treatment
status (on/off treatment), progression ( progression-free/progressed)
and baseline Child Pugh score as covariates. Interactions between
covariates and treatment were considered. A random intercept model
assuming independent within-subject errors was fitted to account
for subject variability. Model performance was compared using AIC/
BIC score. Analysis used algorithms reflecting societal preferences of
UK, US and Canadian populations and validation analysis was
conducted using VAS.

Results: Treatment and treatment status models were consistently
the best fitting. Mean HSU for STRIDE was 0.815 (95% CI: 0.802, 0.827,
p <0.0001) and 0.785 (95% CI: 0.766, 0.804, p < 0.0001) for sorafenib,
using a mapping algorithm reflecting Canadian preferences.
Sorafenib treatment was associated with a utility decrement of
—-0.030 (95% CI: —0.046, —0.014, p = 0.0002) and a utility increment of
0.055 (95% CI: 0.046, 0.063, p<0.0001) for those with a status of
remaining on treatment. Results with UK and US algorithms, and
when assessed by VAS, were consistent. Interaction of treatment and
treatment status was non-significant in all models. The proportion of
patients experiencing any problems on each domain of EQ-5D-5L
increas