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Agenda

Opening Remarks by Prof. Tom Karlsen, EASL Secretary General

Presentation of collaboration framework by Prof. Marco Marzioni and Dr 
Maria Reig, members of the Scientific Committee of the EASL Governing 
Board

Presentation of Policy and Public Health Committee by Helena Cortez-
Pinto, EU Policy Councillor

Open discussion between EASL Leadership and National Societies 

Concluding remarks and group photo



EASL – National Associations Collaboration Framework 

Objectives

Reinforce EASL as the Home of Hepatology

Encourage participation to EASL activities

Acknowledge talents of the EASL community 
Involve actively the national societies in the Delphi 
Rounds process of the CPGs

Recognize the importance of national societies as EASL 
strategic partners 

Share best practice and latest update from EU 
institutions

Facilitate communication between national societies 

Position EASL as the go-to forum for science, 
education and advocacy 



EASL – National Associations Collaboration Framework 

Promote science

Scientific Committee of the EASL GBClinical Practice Guidelines

• The Delphi Rounds process is a pilot concept in experimental 

phase depending on the CPGs programme per year

• National societies indicate experts per topic/ area of interest 

• Pool of experts maintained on the CRM

• Experts are invited to contribute as part of the Delphi round 

process 

• National societies may ask EASL for endorsement in case of 

translation of the CPGs in their local language (EASL is not 

held responsible for discrepancies between original and 

translated version)

• National societies are invited to disseminate the process 

of the call for nominations 

• Mailer campaign via the CRM where information is 

retained 



EASL – National Associations Collaboration Framework 

Support education and Young Investigators

• National society representative applies online at 

https://www.m-

anage.com/Home/Index/Event/endorsementsponsorsh

ip/en-GB

• Same application process with the event endorsement 

programme – event can be organized in local language 

Event endorsement 

• National societies submit a request online at https://www.m-

anage.com/Login.aspx?event=speakerrequest (info about 

the event, topic/proposed talk, draft programme)

• GB reviews during GB meeting and suggests speakers

• Speaker is invited by both EASL and national society 

(expenses to be covered by organizers)

• Organizers may also request EASL endorsement for their 

event 

EASL speakers 

https://www.m-anage.com/Home/Index/Event/endorsementsponsorship/en-GB
https://www.m-anage.com/Login.aspx?event=speakerrequest


EASL – National Associations Collaboration Framework 

Support education and Young Investigators

EASL Emerging Leader Award
Activities for Young Investigators

• Facilitate the dissemination of activities for YIs 

• Dedicated placeholder for YI activities on the National Societies 

webpage 

• Related guidelines, posters and documentation can be 

downloaded 

• National societies to propose YIs for the Emerging Leader 

Award (former YI Award)

• Application online during October – November 

• National Societies to provide necessary documentation at the 

application process 



EASL – National Associations Collaboration Framework 

Enhance  advocacy through communication 

Newsletter for National Societies

• nationalassociations@easloffice.eu for email campaigns and 

means of communication

• One GB member appointed a contact point for EASL  - Dr 

Maria Reig, member of the Scientific Committee of the 

Governing Board

• Enhanced webpage for National Societies on the new 

website – all aspects of the framework to be featured

• Placeholder to promote national societies activities

• List of national societies in Europe, their representatives and 

contact details 

Dedicated email address and new webpage on 
www.easl.eu

• Maintain annual leadership meeting at ILC  

• Provide visibility at the National Associations’ corner at 

the Community Hub at ILC

Networking 

• Focus on sharing the latest updates from the EU 

institutions and relevant EASL activities for National 

Societies

• In collaboration with the EU EASL office for content 

creation 

mailto:nationalassociations@easloffice.eu
http://www.easl.eu/


National Societies 

webpage preview easl.eu 

https://easl.eu/community/liver-
network/national-associations/

https://easl.eu/community/liver-network/national-associations/


National Societies Forum
Work of the Policy and Public 
Health Committee and policy 

papers

Helena Cortez-Pinto 

EASL EU Councilor

ILC, April, 13, 2019



Main focus of EASL Policy

• Alcohol and alcohol-related policies

• NAFLD and food policy

• Viral Hepatitis 

• EU research policy (Horizon 2020 and the draft 

follow-up programme, Horizon Europe)



AIM

To provide EASL with expert 
scientific and policy guidance to 
enable it to carry out its public 
affairs activities and achieve its 
public affairs goals and objectives

Policy and Public Health Committee 



Helena Cortez-Pinto
Chair

General Hepatology, 
alcohol, NAFLD

Antonio Craxi
Expert Clinician

Viral hepatitis, 
migrant health

Moijca Matic
Expert Clinician

Viral hepatitis, 
co-infection, 
community liaison

Nick Sheron
Expert Clinician

Alcohol related
liver disease

Martine Walmsley
Expert Patient

Rare diseases

Shira Zelber-Sagi
Expert Nutritionist

Food and nutrition

Policy and Public Health Committee members 



Policy and Public Health Committee (TOR) - #1 

Design, development 
and implementation of 
EASL Policy and Public 
Health strategies and 
work plans, including 
advocacy campaigns 
and strategies

Overseeing the 
implementation of 
EASL ILC programmatic 
Public Health track

Identify research and 
publications needed to 
support and advance 
EASL’s Policy and Public 
Health objectives and 
overall mission in 
these areas

Scientific oversight and 
expert advice for all EASL 
Public Health projects, 
including the work of the 
Lancet-EASL Commission 
on Liver Disease in Europe
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Identify expert speakers to 
represent EASL when 
requested for participation 
in external events and 
meetings and for 
interviews with the media; 

Identify experts to sit on 
EU and other institutional 
advisory boards and act as 
liaison points between 
those institutions, bodies 
and EASL where requested; 

Determine and operate the 
EASL strategic partnerships 
related to Policy and Public 
Health, including, but not 
limited to, UEG, Biomed 
Alliance, WHO, CDC, ECDC, 
EPHA,  and patients societies.

Develop official EASL policy 
statements on topics 
relevant to EASL’s policy 
work for approval by the 
Governing Board;

Policy and Public Health Committee (TOR) - #2 
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• Hepatitis C elimination

• Alcohol and alcohol-related diseases

• Food and obesity

• Liver disease and Migrant Health 

• Hepatitis E blood testing

Presentation on Sunday 14 April
Liver Disease and Community 
Lehar 4: 8h 30 - 11h 30 

First batch of policy statements



• To have a summarised vision of EASL policy on relevant topics to 
focus lobbying efforts to these ends

• Distributed in a summarised version at ILC and other channels

• Complete “reference” version available on the EASL website

• Will be translated in other languages to facilitate implementation

• To be used for lobbying at European level or at National level

Policy statements aims







National Focal Points

• To have an easy communication between EASL GB and the 

National Societies, designating National Focal Points

• This relation intends to be bidirectional:

• EASL supporting National initiatives or providing documents such 

as the Policy statements,

• National representatives (focal points), who we could address 

questions, discuss the best way to circulate a survey, etc.



EASL Key partners
• NGO

• Eurocare, SHAAP
• UEG
• WHA,
• Biomed Alliance
• Patients associations: ELPA, PSC/ERN 

• Institutional 
• ECDC
• CDC
• WHO


